DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

’I'ESTIMONY OF DESIGNATED SPONSOR

The vole. of sponsor 1.5' an zmportant arze for the S’acmments of Baptrsm and Conﬁrmanon Today some
may see the role as hanomry, but the. Ckurch sees the sponsor, popularly called a godparent, as afully-
initiated Catholic who acﬁvely supports the newly Baptized or Confirmed by good example and |
instruction in the Ckrzsizan life.

'In order to be admitted to the role of sponsor, the Iaw of the Chigrch directs rkat a person must be
designated specifically by the parents of the iifant oF the individudl who is to'be bapfzzed or conﬁrmed
Fo be a sponsor, a person must be a baptized Catholic, at least sixteen years of age, dnd have already
received the Sacraments of the Most Holy Fiicharist and Confirmation. In dddition, he or she must be
leadmg ali fe in harmany with the, Catholzc Fmth and not be bozmd by a canonzcal penalzy

I, - | declare that I have been chosen toact

- as a sponsor for Ty, Who is to recelve the

Sacrament ofBapﬁsmféeﬁﬁimeﬁon on -~ P atthe Church of

In essuming this responsibility, I testify that:

= Jam at least sixteen years of age. _
= I have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharlst.
= Iam living a life in harmany mth the teachmgs of the Catkohc Chuxch in faith

and morals.

Understandmg the role of sponsor as prescribed by the Church and aware of the obhgat:ons and .

responsibilities of this role, I attest that I am willing and able to accept the role of sponsor in the _
Catholic Church.

By my signature, I solemnly swear that I fulfill all of the requirements to be a sponsor as descnbed
above. I attest to the truth of this statement, so help me God. _ :

Date ' E ' Designated Sponsor
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THE REQUIRF_,MENTS TO BE A SPONSOR IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

A SPONSOR — (A Cathohc)

Thg role of sponsor is. en important one for the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. The -
Church sees the sponsor as a fully-initiated Catholic who suppotts the oné receiving the sacrament -
with example and- instruction. Because of the senousness of th1s numstry, the Church has the o

fo]iowmg reqmrements

recewed the Sacraments of Bap‘usm Conﬁrmahon and Holy Euchanst

» The sponsor must be at. least sixteen (16) years.of age: j
~—. A pastor may waive the age requn‘emcnt in. partlcular cases. HoWever 1f thls is e

done, then the Catholic who is younger than 16 must be fully initiated. -
» The sponsor must have an active life of practlcmg the Faith in the Church and be able to

provide good example.
— Someone married outside the Church is not able 1o receive Communion and is

not able to be a sponsor.

— Also, a Catholic who has left the Church is not able to be a spamsor ofa new N

,_member into the Church.
— Thetefore, a Catholic who has left the Catholic Church cannotbe a sponser and_‘

: cannot ‘be a “Christian witness™ if they join another Christian commumion.

« The sponsor cannot be either parent.

 When there are two sponsors, they are “spiritual parents” and are to be a male (godfather)
and a female (godmother).
* There cannot be more than two sponsors.

A_:rba‘tized non'Catholjc Chistian .l .

A CI—IRISTIAN WIINESS -

Prowded there is one Cathohc sponsor a bapﬁzed non—Cathohc Chnstla.n may serve as a Chrlsuan :
witness for Baptism only. This person is a Christian witness and not a sponsor. The requements

to be a Christian witness are that the person:

« Must be at least smteen years old :
= Must bé a validly baptized Christian.

= Must be living an upright life.
- » Cannot be either parent of the person being Baptxzed or Conﬁrmed

- = Cannot be a Catholic who has left the Church. -

A Christian witness may never be a non-baptized person. For example, Jewish or Muslim
godparents are not permitted by universal church Iaw. : :

The notation “Christian witness” 1s to be placed under the name of the non-Catholic Christian
w1tness in the baptismal register. :
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