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February 10, 2019 

Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 

“Jesus said to Simon,  

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 
                                                                       Luke 5:10 



 Michael Sharkey 



Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Congratulations to all couples celebrating wedding anniversaries at the 12noon Mass today!  The witness of 
your love and the sacrament you are mirrors the love of Christ for the church.  We your parish family thank 
you for the powerful witness you give and pray God continues to bless you!  You show us by example how 
to be an Apostle of Hope. 

 
This weekend we commence the Catholic Ministries Appeal. As you know this Appeal enables the Diocese 
to make real the merciful goodness of God in so many concrete ways to those in need.  The rebate we 
receive from the Appeal also supports our parish life.  This year we hope to use the rebate and proceeds from 
our upcoming Irish Feis (sorry for going Gaelic on you) to help cover the $50,000+ cost of changing our 
sound system to comply with the new FCC regulations. 

 
This past year clearly has been a very difficult time for our church and yet we who are the church and who 
respond to the Gospel mandate to love our neighbor as ourselves are called to witness to the truth of who we 
really are.  I respectfully ask once again for your characteristic generosity in helping us reach our goal by 
Easter. 

 
Please plan on gathering on March 2nd for our Taste of Ireland celebration.  We all need some fun!  Details 
are in the bulletin. 
     And,  

-All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism. 
- Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may be a burning issue tomorrow. 

-As we age, let us be grateful for having to search for misplaced glasses, dropping keys                                                                
(and other things) on the floor, and wandering from room to room wondering what it was we were 
looking for.  How else would we get enough daily exercise? 

                                                                                            Peace, 

Dear Friends, 
 
 In today’s gospel, Peter has worked all night and has nothing to show for it.  Ever felt like that? Perhaps not 
with fishing, but with some aspect of life?  I have.  Many have.  Consider these thoughts of Fr. Jude Siciliano, 
OP: 

We have: struggled to keep a relationship together, only to have it crumble; tried to support our families 
during these times of cutbacks; taught our children the faith, only to have them give it up when they left 
the house; come towards the end of our hard-working lives to find ourselves limited by physical or 
financial constraints, etc. With Peter and his partners, we have a lot on our minds and have much to 
preoccupy us. 
  

Yet, it’s in the midst (the deep) of all these situations where we will find Jesus.  Fr. Jude goes on to say: 
Peter’s busy life turned out to be a "listening place" for him. It was while he was cleaning up after his 
laborious and unrewarding night’s work that he heard Jesus speak. First, he listens to Jesus as one 
among the many who were there that day. It’s the way we hear the Word of God in this community, at 
our liturgical celebration. I think that communal hearing set the stage for what Peter heard next–his 
personal call. These weekly celebrations we share with others is an important listening place for us as a 
church community. Together we hear Christ address us and, through his fruitful word, enable us to be 
his "fishing church," reaching out, as he did.” 

  
As Jesus was an Apostle of Hope to Peter – and continues to be to each of us – we are called to join him in this 
ministry.  Like Peter, will we accept this invitation?  
  

 



Hospitality Breakfast  
 Hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

 TODAY! 
Sunday, February 10th, 2019 

  
After the 8am and 10:00am masses 

  
All are invited to light fare, friendship  

To Our Extraordinary  Ministers of Holy Communion, 
 
Thanking you for sharing your time and gifts as we gather to celebrate Mass. 
 
Please remember to sign in for your scheduled service on the sheets located in 
the prayer room. 
 
IF YOU ARE FILLING IN FOR A VACANCY OR FOR A REQUESTED 
SUBSTITUTE, PLEASE SIGN THE BOOK AS WELL. 
 
Thank you for your generosity of time and faith. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinpr7Xh6jgAhXLmeAKHWmaCf4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.stdombenic


Welcome to a New Way to Pray with the Sunday Gospel 



Parish Social Ministry 

Help is Needed in our  
Parish Food Pantry 

 
Your assistance in helping to provide the 

following items to our brothers and sisters 
in need is greatly appreciated 

 
Tuna  

 
Cheerios and Bran Cereal 

 
Canned Chili 

 
Paper Towels  

Paper Napkins 
 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated 

Thank you so very much for your 
generous food donations, for the 

welfare of our Clients,  
   PLEASE  

CHECK THE 
 

EXPIRATION DATES 
 

ON YOUR DONATIONS 

A Special Note of Thanks… 
 
“It’s Christmas every time you let God love others through you… 
Yes, it is Christmas everytime you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.” 
 
These words of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta ring true in our parish all year long, but 
especially during the holidays.  Your generosity this Christmas season serviced: 
 
Hope House, Pax Christi, Madonna Heights, The Learning Connection, Echo Arms,  
Sr. Michelle CSFN and the Children’s Liturgy. 
 
Additionally, we were able to help many local families whose children would otherwise have 
had a sparse Christmas. 
 
Please know how grateful I am that you make the work in Parish Social Ministry not only 
easy but especially joyful. 

 
Peace and blessings to each and every one during 2019. 
 
Blessings, 

 
Lynn Sisti~ Parish Social Ministry Coordinator 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwin5ouv8qfgAhVB34MKHSQKC0kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northrockland.org%2Feducational-services%2Fparent-report-card-guides&psig=AOvVaw1rwAeHfaYXg0Ql2jEU-lJ7&


A MOST GRATEFUL THANK YOU 
 

The members of the Respect Life Committee wish to thank all those who made our recent 
breakfast fund raiser such a success.  We thank all those who were able to attend and spend 

time supporting each other, the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Daughters who 
generously donated goods and services.   

 
We work together to protect the unborn and their families.  Thank you especially to Clare 

Farrell from Katie’s Way for her very informative talk on the fact that  
A PREGNANCY MAY BE UNPLANNED BUT A BABY IS NEVER A MISTAKE    

For more information please contact the Respect Life Committee 631-862-9370 or go to 

www.katiesway.org 

God’s blessings upon Sister T and The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth 

Day for Consecrated Life was  celebrated at SSPJ on  
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019 .Please remember in your prayers all those who 
have made commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them 
for sharing their love and faith. 
 
 May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously 
to God's gift of their vocation. 

SSPJ was blessed by the presence of Sister T, 
Sister Michelle, Sister Ellen, Sister Agnese and 
Sister Rita at the 12:00 mass on  
Sunday, February 3rd. 
 
Before the SSPJ Parish Family they renewed 
their vows of Consecrated life. 
 
All of us at SSPJ thank them for sharing this 
special day with our Parish Family. 
 
Please remember each of them in your prayers. 



PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG SUNDAYS 
 

“When did we see you hungry and feed you?” 

                            

What is this?  
 

A service opportunity aimed at feeding the hungry on Long Island by 

making sandwiches for distribution to local social service agencies. 
  

When?  
 

Sunday- February 24, 2019 
  

Time?  
 

11:15 to 12:30 ( Check in at 11:00,after 10:00 am Mass) 
  

Where? 
 

 Auditorium 
  

Who?  
 

Any person or family with a desire to make a 

difference in the community. 

 
**Volunteers are asked to bring four loaves of WHOLE WHEAT bread, one jar of jelly and two jars 

of smooth peanut butter. In addition, any youth volunteers are to be picked up in front of SSPJ 

School on Clinton Ave. at 12:15-12:30  

 

WE ARE ALSO IN NEED OF BOXES TO TRANSPORT OUR SANDWICHES. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMPUTER PAPER BOXES WITH LIDS TO 

BE DROPPED OFF IN THE AUDITORIUM THE MORNING OF THE PBJ 

SESSION. THANK YOU!! 



2019 SSPJ GOAL ~ $119,700.00 



Religious Education Ministry : For Week of February 10th, 2019 

First grade lessons With  
“Miss Charlotte” 

 
Tuesday February 12th  from  

4:30-5:30pm in the Bethany Center 
Or, 

Wednesday, February 13th from  
4:30-5:30pm in the Bethany Center 

Families are asked to attend the class 
date they were assigned to. 

 
                                                                                              

Thank you 
 

Prayer of the Month for February, 2019 
“Grace before Meals” 













Camps ‘R’ Us OPEN HOUSE ~SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16TH ! 
12:30 –2:30PM SSPJ SCHOOL 



Music Ministry 
 

 

 

Each month as I go 
through the list of music to 
choose for Mass I try to 
reflect on the theme of the 
weekend. Each weekend 
Mass has a theme. Music, 
readings and homily ties it 
all together.  
 
The choirs also sing a 
special communion song. 
The songs have meaning 
and purpose We can sing 
and participate in the 
congregational hymns and 
reflect and listen to the 
special hymns that are 
beautiful, often 
inspirational and offer 
comfort. 
 
What a wonderful art 
music is. 
 And praising God through 
music, What a gift!! 

. 

 

  



SSPJ School News! 

 



SSPJ  Parish Calendar For The Week of  February  10th, 2019 
Sunday,   February 10th, 2019: 
8:00am   Pot of Gold Raffle Sale                          School Lobby 
8:30am    RCIA                                                            Cantina 
9:00am   KOC Hospitality Sunday                           Auditorium 
10:00am  Children’s Liturgy of the Word                  Auditorium 
1:00pm    Wedding Vow Renewal Reception              Auditorium 
7:00pm     AA Meeting                                              Philip & James Room 

Monday, February 11th, 2019: 
1:00pm    Senior Group Meeting                              Philip & James Room 

7:00pm  Boy Scout Meeting                                   Auditorium 
7:30pm   Men’s Forum                                               Philip & James Room 

Tuesday,  February 12th, 2019: 
1:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group              Prayer Room Church 
4:30pm  REO FIRST GRADE CLASS            BETHANY CENTER 
7:00pm  St. Monica Prayer Group                            Cantina 
7:30pm   Chords of Faith                                       Church 
7:30pm   Respect Life Committee Meeting             Cantina 
7:30pm   Youth Ministry Impact                             Bethany Center  
8:00pm   Boy Scout Leadership Meeting              Monte Building 

Wednesday, February 13th, 2019: 
10:00am  Busy Parents Retreat                          Bethany Center Main 
4:30pm   REO FIRST GRADE CLASS           BETHANY CENTER 
7:00pm   Youth Ministry                                     Bethany Center 

 Thursday, February 14th, 2019  
 
2:00pm   Eucharistic Adoration                              Church 
7:30pm   Adult Choir                                                 Church 
 

Friday,  February 15th, 2019: 
3:00pm    Stained Glass Club                                Stained Glass Workshop 
7:00pm    AA   Meeting                                            Philip & James Room 
8:00pm    Eucharistic Adoration                                   Church                    

Saturday, February 16th, 2019: 
10:00am   Camps R Us Open House                      School 
5:00pm  Children’s Liturgy                                 Auditorium 
5:00pm  Pot of Gold Raffle Sale                        School Lobby 
 
 

Weekly Collection:  
Sunday February 3, 2019 

 
Sunday Collection:$15,009. 

Faith Direct:  $2,730 
Children’s Jug: $101. 

 
Total Collection: $17,840. 

 
Many thanks for your generous support of  

Sts. Philip & James Parish 

Sunday,   February 17th,  2019: 
8:00am     Pot of Gold Raffle Sale                           School Lobby 
8:30am     RCIA                                                            Cantina 
10:00am  Children’s Liturgy of the Word                    Church 
11:00am  Stained Glass Club                              Stained Glass Wkshp 
7:00pm      AA Meeting                                              Philip & James Room 
 
 
  

 Its that time of year 
again...Tax Season 
  
If you require a letter confirming 
your 2018 contributions to the 
Parish, kindly contact the Parish 
center office at 631-584-5454 or  
Email sspj.org Subject line:  
2018 Contribution letter 

We Remember, 

 

Anna Marie Peters 

Rose Mary Chamberlin 

Allene A. Wellinger 

John Francica 

Dear Jesus,  
Help me to spread your fragrance 
everywhere I go. Flood my soul with 
your spirit and life: penetrate and 
possess my whole being so 
completely that all my life may be 
only a radiance of yours. Shine 
through me and be so in me that 
everyone with whom I come into 
contact may feel your presence 
within me. Let them look up and see 
no longer me – but only Jesus. 
 Amen. 
 – John Henry Cardinal Newman 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  February  10th, 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Saturday, February 9th, 2019  
5:00pm                 Albert Specht 

Sunday, February 10th, 2019 
8:00am           For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
10:00am                     Phillip Giarraputo, Sr. 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                                Rose Marie Sherow 
                               Peter Joseph Loughlin 
                                     Joan Ward 
                                 Matthew Martin 

Monday, February 11th, 2019 

7:30am            John C. Moloney 
9:15am                   Malcolm MacLean 

Tuesday, February 12th, 2019 
7:30am       Mary A. Pedersen 

9:15am               Mary A. Pedersen 

Wednesday, February 13th, 2019 
 
7:30am        Dr. Cecelia Young Murray 
9:15am                  Carol Dunn 

Thursday, February 14th, 2019-St Cyril,Monk, & Methodius  

 

7:30am         Leo Ramos 
9:15am                  Collective Mass: 
                          Marie E. Will 
 

Friday,  February 15th, 2019 
 
7:30am       
9:15am              Larry Kennedy 

Saturday, February 16th, 2019 
 
9:15am       Martin LaPorte 
5:00pm            Margaret & Joseph Castiglie 

Sunday, February 17th, 2019 
8:00am         For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
10:00am              Rudolf M. Bonitch 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                                   Fred Stoehr 
                                  John Francica 
                                  Peter Roache 

We Ask You to Remember Our Brothers & Sisters In your Prayers  

   
 
 
 

Anna Capizzio 
Angela Amoroso 
Angelo Peluso 

Angela Boccio McComb 
AnnMarie M. 

 Baby Mattia Lubrano 
Betty Schmidt 
Brett Dowling  

 Brennan Steinorth 
Bryan Van Colt 
Camden Bailey 

Carmela Massaro 
Carole Hennessy  

Catherine Burseind 
Charlie Keenan 

Christel DeBlasio 
Christina Meringolo 

Christopher Paul 
Daisy Abruzzo 

David Shankles 
 Dawn Kopel  

Dolores Weisenreider 
Dominic Pace 
Dylan Lauro 
Eileen Zink  

 Elinor Glasser 
Eugene Krug 

Florence Donahue 
Frank Orlik 

Frank DeFranco 
Gerard Duffy 

Ginny McAuley 
Greg 

Helen McDowell 
Hillary Boehme 
James Gietzen 

James P.Klouda 
Jane Prato 

Jane Wigutow 
Jeanine EspositoTansey 

Jim Kelly 
Joseph 

Joseph Perconti 
Joe Alberigo 

John Capizzio 
Jean McCue 
John Harney 

John Hernandez 
Jordan Marvelli 

Julianne 
Joan Ward 
Kathleen N. 

Kathleen Corcoran 
Kitty Cronin, 
Krista Farley 
Kylie Quigley 

Joseph 
Lance Mallamo 

Laura Andrucki & family 
Linda Sue 

Livia Parrella 
 Louis Giordano 
Mark Montesano 
 Marie DelCiello, 

Marie Fabry 
Mary McDonough 
Michael LaVecchia 
Michael Vasiento 
Nancy Fornabia 
Nicole Theresa 
Nicole Devlin 
Pam Brandon 

Pasquale Santoro 
Patricia Casey 

Pat Corey 
Patricia Fontana 
Patricia Monetti 

Patricia Thompson 
Paulette Agoglia 
Regina Powers 

Richard Cembrale 
Roe Hetterich 
Russell Caiola 

Robert & Madeline 
Gaude 

Robin Graham Denis  
Rosemary Morgan 

Sean Winters 
 Suzanne McCue 
 Terence Hobbes 

Teresa Orlik  
Thomas McKay 

Thomasine Morrison 
Tim Kelly 

Tim Cavooris 
Terry Pace 

 Vivien Cordes  

We Pray for those Who Serve 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 

                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, LT.COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 

Madeline Ursillo 
Kellie Sexton 
Abbott R Morgan 
Marie Clarke 
Monica Ursillo 
Kellie Sexton 
Kathleen Newill 
Marty Caltabiano 
Joann Boccia 
 
Zachary Esposito

-Tansey 



PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  February  16th & 17th, 2019 

Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR   February  16th & 17th, 2019 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 

5:00 PM   8:00 AM MASS 10:OO AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

K. Consenz L. Tepedino O. Laiz M. Hoonhout 

J. Giacalone W. Van Gostein M. Latino E. Law 

R. Byrne C. Czujko J. Lavan M. McCreesh 

P. Damato R. Doda, Sr. C. Lombardi M. Peykar 

D. Doran M. Dunn D. Mulhall P. Roman 

J. Duffy R. Fabian C. Napolitano C. Rubano 

D. Earl M. Kenney G. Patalano V. Rubano 

E. Kaleita L. Beisel L. Patalano C. Zito 

P. Kaleita N. Locastro W. Rodriguez G. Zito 

A. Keenan B. Luna P. Schifilliti M. Laub 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 
5:00  PM  

Sunday, February 17, 2019 
8:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 
10:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 
12:00 MASS 

 Father Tom Haggerty Father Tom Haggerty Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Patrick Osei-Poku 

Deacon Ron  Deacon Ron  

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR   February 16th & 17th, 2019 

Saturday,  February 16, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 

5:00PM  MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

M. Carlino M. Russo A. Kaiser E. Zemaen 

V. Scarpelli C. Morbillo G. Cusuamano C. D’Agostino 

J. Leber G. Morbillo N. Cusuamano S. Santos 

A. Hughes  P. Cusuamano P. Mazzola 

R. Green   M. Bennett 

    
LECTOR SCHEDULE -FOR   February  16th & 17th, 2019 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 Sunday, February 17, 2019 

5:00PM MASS 
 

8:00 AM MASS 10:00AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

M. D’Amelia L. Willman E. Wittish D. Sanchez-Rincon 

8th Grade Student G. Fitzpatrick G. Law L. Just 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

E C U M E N I S M  –  T H E  P A T H  F O R W AR D  

I was very blessed during my theological formation to have had the privilege of taking classes from two very renowned 
Catholic scholars, Avery Dulles and Raymond E. Brown. The former was an ecclesiologist whose books often became 
textbooks which were prescribed reading in seminaries and theology schools. The latter was a scripture scholar whose 
scholarship stands out, almost singularly, still nearly 30 years after his death. Nobody questions the scholarship, the 
personal integrity, or the faith-commitment of these men. 

They were in different theological disciplines but what they shared, beyond the high respect of scholars and church 
persons everywhere, was a passion for ecumenism and a capacity to form deep friendships and invite warm dialogue 
across every kind of denominational and inter-religious line. Their books are studied not just in Roman Catholic circles, 
but in theological schools and seminaries in Protestant, Evangelical, Mormon, and Jewish seminaries as well. Both were 
deeply respected for their openness, friendship, and graciousness towards those who held religious views different than 
their own. Indeed, Raymond Brown spent of his most productive years teaching at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, even as he, a Sulpician priest, more than anything else cherished his Roman Catholic identity and priesthood. 
After losing his own father and mother, he spoke of the Roman Catholic Church and his Sulpician community as “the 
family that still remains for me.” 

And what these two shared in their vision for ecumenism was this: The path towards Christian unity, the road that will 
eventually bring all sincere Christians together into one community, around one altar, is not the way of somehow 
winning the other over to our own particular denomination, of getting others to admit that they are wrong and that we 
are right and of them returning to the true flock, namely, our particular denomination.  In their view, that’s not the route 
forward, practically or theologically.  The path forward needs to be, as Avery Dulles puts it, the path of “progressive 
convergence”. What is this path? 

It begins with the honest admission by each of us that none of us, no one denomination, has the full truth, incarnates the 
full expression of church, and is fully faithful to the Gospel. We are all deficient in some ways and each of us in some 
ways is selective in terms of which parts of the Gospels we value and incarnate and which parts we ignore. And so the 
path forward is the path of conversion, personal and ecclesial, of admitting our selectiveness, of recognizing and valuing 
what other churches have incarnated, of reading scripture more deeply in search of what we have ignored and absented 
ourselves from, and of individually and collectively trying to live lives that are truer to Jesus Christ.  By doing this, by 
each of us and each church living the Gospel more fully, we will “progressively converge”, that is, as we grow closer to 
Christ we will grow closer to each other and thus “progressively converge” around Christ and, as we do that, we will 
eventually find ourselves around one common altar and will see each other as part of the same community. 

The path to unity then lies not in converting each other over, but in each of us living the Gospel more faithfully so as to 
grow closer to each other in Christ. This doesn’t mean that we do not take our divisions seriously, that we simplistically 
assert that all denominations are equal, or that we justify our divisions today by pointing to divisions that already existed 
in the New Testament churches. Rather we must all begin by each of us admitting that do not possess the full truth and 
that we are in fact far from being fully faithful. 

Given that starting point, Raymond E. Brown then gives this challenge to all the churches: “recognition of the range of 
New Testament ecclesiological diversity makes the claim of any church to be absolutely faithful to the Scriptures much 
more complex. We are faithful but in our own specific way; and both ecumenics and biblical studies should make us 
aware that there are other ways of being faithful to which we do not do justice. … In short, a frank study of the New 
Testament ecclesiologies should convince every Christian community that it is neglecting part of the New Testament 
witness. … I contend that in a divided Christianity, instead of reading the Bible to assure ourselves that we are right, we 
would do better to read it to discover where we have not been listening. As we Christians of different churches try to 
give hearing to the previously muffled voices, our views of the church will grow larger; and we will come closer to 
sharing common views. Then the Bible will be doing for us what Jesus did in his time, namely, convincing those who 
have ears to hear that all is not right, for God is asking of them more than they thought.” 

Indeed: God is asking more of us than we think. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

