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March 24, 2019 

Third Sunday Of Lent  

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

òWith Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hopeó 

 

òIf it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not,  
       you can cut it down.ó     Luke 13:6-9 



 Michael Sharkey 



Father Tomôs Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: Godôs constant gift of new possibilities 

 
Again, thanks to those who have already helped us approach our Catholic Ministries Appeal goal.  As you know, our response 
provides support for so many of the good works happening on Long Island and our hoped for rebate upon reaching our goal is 
targeted for the upgrade to the church sound system which we hope to have completed for our Easter celebration.  If you 
havenôt already done so and are able, please consider a pledge or donation. 

 
As mentioned last weekend by Sister Theresita, please remember those preparing for Baptism and full reception into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil.  During these weeks of Lent their  preparation intensifies.   We pray for and with them and the 
members of the RCIA Team who are journeying with them.   

I invite you to join me on Sunday, April 28th, at the 12noon Mass as I pray in thanksgiving for all of you and for the many, 
many people who have shown me the face of God over these past 40 years of priesthood.  A simple coffee and cake gathering 
will follow in the auditorium  

 
And, since spring returned this past week.... 

What season is it when you are on a trampoline? 
Spring-time! 
 
What flowers grow on faces? 
Tulips (Two-lips)! 
 
Why are trees very forgiving? 
Because in the Fall they "Let It Go" and in the Spring they "turn over a new leaf". 

And finally (I promise!)   
What did the tree say to spring? 
What a re-leaf. 

                                                                                                                       Peace, 

Dear Friends, 
 
In todayôs readings we go from a burning bush to a barren fig tree!  In the first reading, Moses is attracted to flaming fire 
coming from a bush.  Yet, the bush is not consumed by the fire!  The fig tree, which after three years is expected to bear fruit, 
yields nothing.  Whatôs going on? 
 
Fr. John Foley, SJ, reflects that these readings reveal the mercy, the hopes, and the encouragement of our loving God. 

From the burning bush, God begins to instruct Moses about how to rescue Godôs people. Great compassion from the depths 
of the transcendent God.... 

An orchard owner orders his gardener to chop down a sadly unproductive fig tree. The gardener advises him to leave it one 
more year and see if, with some tending, it will bear fruit. Give it one more chance. 

Who does the heartless orchard owner represent? We always assume that it is God. But, on the contrary, Jesus is not the 
orchard owner but the gardener, asking mercy for the disobedient fig tree.  

There is still reason to fear God, of course, since he is infinite and infinitely more fiery than the burning bush. But the closer 
you come to the real center of God, the more your fear turns to gratitude. You are not scalded or consumed by the divine 
fireðyou are warmed and gentled at its welcoming hearth.  Jesusô tough love leads us to that hearth. 

As our Lenten journey continues, pause for a moment and consider -  Are you drawing ever closer to the warmth of God 
through prayer, fasting and almsgiving?  Are you allowing the tender Gardener to tend to you, bringing forth love, mercy and 
hope?  Are you saying, ñYes, my Lord!ò?  We still have some weeks to go.  Letôs use them well.  I wish to thank all of the 
wonderful ñApostles of Hopeò that assisted in distributing our Lenten bracelets during masses last weekend.   So grateful to 
each and everyone of you who responded ñYes, my Lord!ò. 



Second Collection:  
 Next Week:  

 March 30th & 31st for 

Next week, our parish will take up The 
Catholic Relief Services Collection. 

Funds from this collection provide food 
to the hungry, support displaced refugees, 
and bring Christôs love and mercy to all 

people here and abroad. Next week, 
please give generously to the collection, 
and help Jesus in disguise. Learn 

more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

With Grateful Hearts, We Celebrate Father Tom Haggerty  

This season of Lent we are being  
asked to commit Ourselves by saying;  

òYes, My Lord, I will be part of the solution.ó 
40 years ago, Father Tom responded  

to Gods call 
 

With an empathetic YES, to follow Jesus as a 
disciple of God. 

 
Please join us at a  

40th Ordination Anniversary Mass  
On Sunday, April 28 th, 2019  

At the 12:00pm mass. 

A coffee and cake reception will follow in the 

Auditorium 

Please Join Us for this wonderful celebration 

http://www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgrcCxoZHhAhWsVN8KHTFAAbcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zazzle.com%2Fpriest%2Bordination%2Banniversary%2Bgifts&psig=AOvVaw1Q9hlC8OY7jjUZ7-BGHEs2&ust=1553189851847312
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiI4bHJyI7hAhWBmOAKHfJwCPAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oakdiocese.org%2Fministries-formation%2Flife-and-justice%2Fglobal-solidarity%2Fcatholic-relief-service


Vacation Bible Camp Registration Begins April 1st! 



March 25th, 2019 is the Feast of the Annunciationð 
Solemnity not a Holy Day of Obligation 

 
The Solemnity of the Annunciation celebrates the coming of the Angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary to announce to her the special mission God had chosen for her in being 
the mother of His only son.  The Annunciation teaches the faithful to live with a heart 
that is open to Godôs will.  Different people will realize that God calls them to 

different paths. 
Prayer helps us ñhearò the Lord while doing Godôs will isn't always easy.  

Like Mary, we must trust that Godôs will is the best for us!  
Mothers and Babies Need Our Prayers as well. 

SPIRITUAL  ADOPTION PROGRAM 
This program encourages parish communities to pray for babies in 

danger of abortion. 
 

We ask that you ñPrayerfully Adopt a Babyò by reciting this prayer: 
 

God, author of all life, 
Bless, we pray, this unborn child; 
Give constant protection  
And grant a healthy birth 

That is the sign of our rebirth one day 
Into the eternal rejoicing of heaven. 
Lord, who have brought to this woman 
The wondrous joy of motherhood,  
Grant her comfort in all anxiety  
And make her determined  

To lead her child along the ways of salvation. 
 
                                            Taken from USCCB: ñ Rite of Blessing for Child in the Wombò 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE HAS BEGUN 
PEACEFUL SIDEWALK PRAYER 

VIGIL  
Planned Parenthood 70 Maple Ave. 

Smithtown  
Please sign up for your hour(s) each week 

at  
40 daysfor life.com/Smithtown 

Looking for Lenten 
opportunitiesé.: 

Please consider Praying the rosary 
after the 7:30AM mass Mon thru 

Friday 
at (8AM)(before the Blessed 

Mother statue in the main church)
or before and after the 9:15 Mass  
Mon. thru Sat. (prayer room) 
Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament  

Thursdays afternoon 2-4PM (and 

Friday evenings (8-9PM)after the 

stations of the cross (main church)   

Respect Life News 

 
 
 

As we continue 
on our Lenten 
Journey, all are 
invited to the 
Bethany Center 
on Friday 

mornings at 10am 
to view a 30 
minute 

presentation from 
FORMED. 

 
All are welcome! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiByenR447hAhUSTt8KHSZpACQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholictv.org%2Fblog%2F3-things-catholics-celebrate-the-feast-the-annunciation&psig=AOvVaw0-AcAHWkdpiy


Parish Social Ministry ~ Lenten Project 

All donations for our Parish Lenten project are greatly appreciated 
 

If donating by check:   
Please make check payable to : SSPJ 

   IN THE MEMO SECTION WRITE:  HAITI CLINIC 
 

If donating cash:   
Please place into an envelope securely sealed:  WRITE LENTEN 

PROJECT:  HAITI CLINIC 
 

All donations may be placed into the Sunday Collection baskets or 
brought to the Parish Center Office. 

 
Thank you for your overwhelming generosity. 

 

A big, awesome THANK YOU goes out to all who helped 
distribute our Lenten bracelets!!! 

Thanks goes out to members of the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,  
SSPJ Students and Religious Ed Students! 

Congratulations To SSPJ Troop 7  
Newest Eagle Scouts!! 

Dillon Reynolds and Andrew Hunt 

Pictured are (left to right) Smithtown Councilman Thomas Lohmann, 
Dillon Reynolds, Scoutmaster Anthony Colao, Andrew Hunt, Legislator 
Robert Trotta and Assemblyman Michael Fitzpatrick 

 
 
 
 

Andrewôs Eagle Scout project was to improve the 
appearance of the St. Philip & James Rectory and 
Priest Residence buildings by power washing and 
painting them. Dillon Reynolds Eagle Scout project 

involved the American Legion. 
Congratulations to both Andrew and Dillon we are so 

very proud and grateful to both of you! 

CAMPS ôRõUS  OPEN HOUSE THIS WEEKEND! 
SUNDAY MARCH 24TH! 

http://forwardinhealth.org/donate/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwin7PTU1I7hAhUumuAKHYC4C_sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fmerit-badge-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw2zRkQ51EErWMx9-gJC3isJ&ust=1553100576935646


2019 SSPJ GOAL ~ $119,700.00: SSPJ is at 54% of Goal 

2019 Goal 

  
 $119,700 

 

Pledges 
at  

 3/18/19 
$64,330. 

Music Ministry 
 

 
 

Jesus, Meek and Humble is the Special Communion hymn 
 the choirs will be singing this weekend. I heard this recently and added it to 
my favorite list. 
 
Listen and reflect on the words. This song is in the Missal # 114.You can read 
or sing along. The song tells the story of Jesus. He was heavenôs gift, teacher, 
bore our pain on the cross as our lamb and sacrifice, brought us light from 
darkness and leads us to his heart. 
 
The music setting is beautiful as well. A very meditative piece  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvoaCE3o7hAhVvmeAKHQNuBbgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nilandconferencecentre.co.uk%2Fpast-events-2017%2Flent-day-prayer-16-march-2017%2F&psig=AOvVaw0XYFfxjU


 

Religious Education Week of March 24th, 2019 

RECONCILIATION 
  

GRADE  4 RECONCILIATION 
  

TUESDAY, MARCH 26TH AT 4:45PM  
IN THE CHURCH 

  
GRADE 8 RECONCILIATION 

  
TUESDAY, MARCH 26TH AT 6:00PM  

  
IN THE CHURCH 

COMMUNION I & II  (GRADES 1 & 2) 
 

       LENTEN CELEBRATION 
 

             MONDAY, MARCH 25TH AT 7PM 
 

         IN THE  CHURCH 
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