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August 4, 2019 

Eighteenth Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one 
may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions”  

                                                                        Luke 12:15-21       
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STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 
Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org  
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-8pm 
Open Thursday 9am-5pm 
Open Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Friday and Sunday  

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Patrick Osei-Poku-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 
Deacon Ken Maher 

 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Virginia Portanova 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR 

Catherine Darrow 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-2 

Charlotte Czujko 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 3-6 

Barbara Luna 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Lynn Sisti 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Connor Donnelly, Richard Frazita, Lou Guerra, 
Kelsey Greco, Cynthia Lombardi,Paul Damato  
Martin Marut, Ann Mondrone, Maureen Burke 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 12:00mass please see 
the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the Parish 
Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm  

Friday 8-9pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:                                                                       $21,000   
    
                       Weekly Collection:    Sunday , July 29th, 2019                      $   9,716. 
                                                Faith Direct:                                                             $     2,877. 
                                                                              Total Weekly Collection:                                                                $12,593. 
                               

                      Thank you for your stewardship and contributions to our Parish 

Stewardship, A Way of Life 
As we continue our journey, we share our “Time, 

Talents and Treasures” with our family, friends, and 
our parish community. 

Thank you for your support of 
 Sts. Philip & James Parish 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC 

SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 
KEVIN JONES-USCG 

PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  

SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 
MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 

ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 

                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL. GUARD 
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Sunday’s with Sister T 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 
  
While Fr. Tom is away, I offered to share with you some of the reflections I write for my Community 
each Wednesday. At times they connect with the scriptures and other times it is what the spirit puts 
in my heart. My prayer is that in some way the words on the page help you to grow in your faith life. 
If not, then there is usually a little chuckle in there somewhere. 
 
This past weekend’s readings share with us the themes of praying, of asking and of being hospitable. 
These were some of the topics we discussed during the Leadership Retreat we held for the new youth 
leaders as well. I am hoping that a few will share some of their thoughts with you. Each of these 
students are striving to be better leaders in our Parish community therefore prayer during this time 
was very important. It was with delight that they welcomed our guest Speaker and Author, Gail 
Lowney Alofsin, showing her our famous SSPJ hospitality. Don’t forget asking and receiving. The 
students were comfortable to ask questions and work on solutions for projects they began planning. 
They truly lived out the gospel Message. 
 
Let me share with you a few of their comments: 
  
“The retreat was an enlightening experience for me and the other youth leaders which helped us 
gain both confidence and a desire to serve those in need. Sister Theresita and Father Tom allowed 
us to develop a connection with God with the three days we were in the Rectory and the summer 
time camp. We utmost believe that with determination and passion we can rebuild youth group into a 
thriving force in the community.” Anthony 
 
“The three-day youth leader retreat held by Sister T, Fr. Tom and Gail Lowney Alofsin was truly an eye-
opener. They provided prayers, guidance, ways to explore our faith, ways to improve our mental being, 
and so much more. The retreat most importantly, besides from leadership, taught me teamwork. 
Discussing plans for the youth group and working as a team (whether it be for pizza competitions or 
helping the vacation bible school kids) truly allowed me to realize how well we all work together and how 
amazing we can make youth group next year. We also watched movies, heard a speaker, and were 
privileged to hear about Sister T’s life of service which I found truly inspiring.” Erin 
 
"This week I attended SSPJ Youth Leadership training. Not only did I have the 
opportunity to work with inspirational people, like Father Tom and Sister T, 

to strengthen my relationship with God, but I also learned several tips on how 

to lead by faith. The first day we focused on self-improvement and working to 

shape a positive and complaint-free mindset. The second day we focused on 

leadership strategies and had an amazing presentation done by Gail Alofsin. 

The third day was focused on service and we got to help out with VBS and Pick-

A-Star. Overall, I feel that this experience has made me even more excited and 

ready to be a Youth Leader this year." Hailey 

 
“My time with Father Tom and Sister T during the Youth Leadership Retreat was nothing but amazing and special. I 
had a great time connecting with my fellow youth leaders and God, and I can’t wait to share my new knowledge that 
I gained while on the retreat.” Liam 
 
Well there you have it, words of hope from some of our future leaders. For more thoughts 
and pictures check out this week’s bulletin as well as last weeks. Hope you find a personal 
challenge in their thoughts, as each of us is called to stretch and grow. 
 
May Joy be your companion this week, 
 
 
                                                                 Sister T  



Summertime With Jesus Fun! 

For the past two weeks the parish staff and volunteers have been 
blessed to offer your children the opportunity to spend Vacation 

Fun With Jesus.  Through prayer, stories, videos, song and 
dance and creativity they learned who Jesus is – their best friend 

and Super Hero!    
The children decorated their “SHIELDS OF FAITH” which 
you can see displayed across the choir loft.  They recited their 

prayers every day and learned how to talk to Jesus.  Let the 
children come to me – and they did…with their hearts in their 
hands.  They came to know that Jesus loves them all the time 

and in all ways. Their reflection in the mirror they decorated 
is that of Jesus in them.  It is through His eyes that they see and 
His ear that they hear.  When they speak, it is with His words of 

loving kindness. 
Jesus doesn’t need special web power or a lightning fast car or 
magical strength… Jesus is the greatest and above all things.  
His LOVE is all they need and they offer that LOVE to each 

other.  
They know how they too can follow Jesus and walk with Him 
as they placed their feet before the cross.  They created kindness 
rocks to adorn the pathway to our Old Church/Bethany Center.  
When they attend religious lessons in the Fall they will see and 

recall how Jesus asks us to follow him.  
They learned that JESUS is their LIGHT and calms all their 

fears.  The Lighthouses 
And lanterns they created remind them to turn toward Jesus in 

love, prayer and thanksgiving. 
Thank you for sharing your children with us….. 

                                                   
 Vacation Time with Jesus Staff….. 

  

 

 



 
We would love to give a big SHOUT out to 

our student counselors who are helping your 
little ones have so much fun at camp this 

week. 
  

What great “big sisters and brothers” they 
are to the young ones in our parish. 

  
THANK YOU TO: 

  
Brady Doran,  Logan Doran,  
Meg Bowden, Daniela Muro,  

Genevieve Talento,  
Anthony Scarpelli  and Vincent Scarpelli 

  



Let The Children Come... 

SSPJ STAINED GLASS SALE THIS 
WEEKEND! 

  
THE STAINED GLASS CLUB IS HAVING 

THEIR WONDERFUL CROSSES TO 
COLLEGE SALE THIS WEEKEND! 

Please support their wonderful ministry. 
  

The Stained Glass club is open for students in 
the 6th grade and above.  They meet Sundays 

from  
11-1pm and Tuesday evening from 7-8:30pm. 

  
For more information, please contact: 

sspjstainedglass@gmail.com 
Or John P. Garvey at 631-682-0699 

SUMMER FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:   
  

GRANOLA BARS   
 

CHEERIOS   
 
 
 

SAUCE IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS 
  

Thank you so very much for your kindness and 
generosity! 
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 “Participating in the faith formation of our children,  
that is where a relationship with Jesus, is born… 

It begins with  loving parents  
                                      and continues in the faith filled hands of a Catechist” 

  
 Registration for the 2019-2020 Religious Education 

Is in Progress, Registration will end on August 31, 2019 
  

Please visit the Parish website at: www.sspj.org and 

follow the instructions to enroll your child/children in our 

Religious Education Program for the  

2019-2020 school year.   

 Any family registering a First Grader or a child new to 

our Parish, is asked to contact us  via email at 

religioused@sspj.org  

or by phone at 631-584-3204 

To arrange a convenient appointment date  

and time. 

  

Religious Education Ministry 

 A LITTLE BIT MORE HELP COULD CARRY US  
OVER THE FINISH LINE!!! 

Any contribution is a gift...to help those in need… 
If you can help us achieve our goal, no matter the amount of your sacrifice, 

kindly place  your offering in an envelope labeled “OVER THE TOP” and put 
 it in the weekend collection basket. 

2019 SSPJ GOAL ~ $119,700.00: SSPJ is at 94.2% of Goal 
Pledges received to date:  $112,724! Thank you! 

Catechist Meeting– 6th Grade 
 

Tuesday, August 6th, 2019 at 7:00pm in the Bethany Center 

http://www.sspj.org


SSPJ  Parish Calendar For The Week of August 4th, 2019 
Sunday,   August 4th, 2019 
8:00am  Stained Glass Sale            School Lobby 
11:00am  Stained Glass                  Stained Glass Wkshp 
7:00pm    AA Meeting                      Philip & James Room 

Monday,  August 5th, 2019:  
7:15am  Camps R Us                     Main School Building 
1:00pm   Rosary Makers                        Philip &James Room 

Tuesday,  August 6th, 2019: 
 
7:15am  Camps R Us                            Main School Building 
1:30pm   Cantor Training                          Church 
1:30pm   Spirit of Love Prayer Group   Prayer Room Church 
7:00pm  Boy Scout Summer Merit Program   Auditorium 
7:00pm  REO 6th Grade Catechists Meeting  Bethany Main 
7:00pm  Stained Glass                         Stained Glass Wkshp 
7:30pm   KOC Officer Meeting            Philip & James Room 
 

Wednesday, August 7th, 2019 
 
7:15am  Camps R Us                          Main School Building 

 Thursday, August 8th, 2019                        
7:15am  Camps R Us           Main School Building 
2:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration      Church 
 

Friday,  August 9th, 2019: 
7:15am  Camps R Us             Main School Building 
7:00pm     AA   Meeting                    Philip & James Room 
8:00pm     Eucharistic  Adoration            Church                                  

Saturday, August 10th, 2019  
No Activities Planned 

Sunday,  August 11th, 2019:  
11:00am  Stained Glass  Club   Stained Glass Wkshp                                                     
7:00pm    AA Meeting                Sts. Philip & James Room 
  

Our Pro Life Rose   
For the Week of August 4th, 2019 

 Is Offered  
 

For Our Beloved Husband and Father, 
 

Joseph Chickie Martin 
 

Happy Birthday In Heaven 
 

Love, 
 

Margie and Children 

All are invited to attend the next 
Rosary Makers Club 

 
On 

 
Monday, August 5th, 2019 

 
At 1:00pm 

 
In the Sts. Philip & James Room 

 
All supplies are provided 

Music Ministry 
I hope you are prayerfully considering joining our 
Music Ministry. There are quite a few ways you 

can help. During the coming weeks and into 
September I will be highlighting the different 

parts of the Music Ministry and how you can join. 
 

      Some reasons to consider: 
 
 
   Church choirs enhance the church as a whole 
by: 
 
 Enhancing all worship services and significant 

celebrations with musical beauty 
 
 Becoming an extension of almost every facet 

of the church, a catalyst for excitement and 
promotion 

 
 Being a significant source of public relations 

for the church, spreading good will and 
creating a positive image to the community  

  
 Drawing in relatives and friends into the walls 

of the church, where support and relationships 
with church might be nurtured. 
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Mass Intentions, For  the week of  August 4th, 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Saturday August 3rd, 2019  

5:00pm                  James Jackmore 

Sunday, August 4th, 2019 
8:00am         For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
10:00am             William Olsen 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 

Jack Kaminski 
Jerry Borelli 

Lori Manienti 
 Anthony M. Lombardo 

Michelle Ann Albi 
Michael McDermott  

Monday, August 5th, 2019 
7:30am                Florence Dunn 
9:15am                             Marie Melo 

Tuesday, August 6th, 2019 
7:30am          Anna Hryckwian 
9:15am                    Philip Fiorentine 

Thursday, August 8th, 2019 
7:30am             Patricia McNulty 
9:15am                Collective Mass: 
                             Vincent Priebe 

Friday,  August 9th , 2019 
 
7:30am            Paul J. Czujko 
9:15am                 Larry Rocmet 
                             Mary B. Cournane and Michael Julian 

Saturday, August 10th, 2019 
9:15am               Christina Pue 
5:00pm                      Paul Regina 

Sunday, August 11th, 2019 
8:00am     For the Parishioners of Sts Philip & James 
10:00am              Matthew Ryan Martin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 

Charles T. Bellizzi 
Joan A. Ward 

Theresa Stramiello 
Juan Henry Heron 
Michael McDermott 

Wednesday, August 7th, 2019  
7:30am           Gerard  & Madelyn McNulty 
9:15am                       Bertha Langman 

  
 Prayer for Comfort 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless 
your friends who are sick.  Give them the strength in body, courage in spirit, 

and patience in pain. 
Let them recover their health, so that, restored to the Christian community, 
they may joyfully praise your name, for you live and reign for ever and ever.  

Amen 
To add a name to prayers for the sick, kindly contact the Parish Center 

Office  at 631-584-5454 
 
Allison Ioli,  
Angela Amoroso, 
 Angelo Peluso,  
 Anna & John Capizzio 
Baby Adeline ,  
 Baby Kennedy 
Baby Mattia Rose Lubrano, 
Brian R. 
 Bob Keenan, 
Carole Hennessy , 
Charles Morgan, 
 Dena Pollina 
Donalea Donach 
Elinor Glasser  
Gail Morreale 
Gene Morda 
Helen McDowell,  
Ian Dowling,   
 Jeanine Esposito-Tansey 
J.C. 
 

 

Joann Boccia  
John Boland ,  
John Cuccia 

Jordan Marvelli  
 Joseph ,  

Karlyn Phillips, 
 Kathleen N.,  
Kitty Cronin  
Marie Sabry, 

Marty Caltabiano 
Matthew 

Michael LaVecchia 
Pat I. 

Patricia Fontana,  
Patricia Monetti,   

 Robin Graham Denis, 
  Tim Cavooris,  

Tom Sica,  
Vicki Archdeacon-Gibb, 

Vivien Cordes , 
Zachary Esposito-Tansey   

We Remember ….. 
 
   Those Who are resting peacefully 
in the loving arms  of Jesus…. 
  

            Donald T. Force  
                        Willvonia J. Roemer 

Banns of Marriage 

First 

Chris Cash~ Caroline Church Setauket 

To 

Danielle Sharkey ~ SSPJ 

Second 

Kevin Joseph John Zajack~Avon, NJ 

To 

Meaghan McKeever~SSPJ 
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Formed: Visit :sspj.formed.org 



Youth Leadership Retreat~  
Jesus’ hands in action, service, faith and love… 

Here are some of the final pictures of our new youth leaders and their activities. Last 
week’s bulletin shared some of the thoughts the students had, and I would like to share 

with you some of my thoughts. 
When the opportunity to present a leadership training to our new youth leaders came 

knocking at my door, it was hard to resist being a part of the process. Our young people 
needed the opportunity to grow in their prayer life as well as their skill set for being 

good leaders. 
Alex, Anthony, Erin, Hailey and Liam took to the training like a duck to water. I was so 
delighted with their positive responses to all we had prepared for them, fun and all. Any 

one of them can whip up a creative pizza, just for you, even Fr. Tom! 
I am so proud to know them and to have spent this special time with them. There is great 
hope for our young leaders, and I pray that you have the opportunity to meet them and 

experience their hopeful goodness. Sister Theresita 
 

Sister Theresita Donach CSFN 

 
“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” (St. Catherine of Siena) 



PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  August 10th & 11th, 2019 

Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR   August 10th & 11th, 2019 

Saturday, August 10, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 

5:00PM 8:00 AM MASS 10:OO AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

D. Anderson J. Harvey B. Carey M. Hoonhout 

C. Lombardi P. Kanuika M. Koke E. Law 

L. Tepedino M. Kenney N. Locastro D. McCormick 

K. Consenz P. Martin S. McKie M. McCreesh 

J. Giacalone V. Portanova M. Morbillo M. Peykar 

P. Kaleita W. Ramos P. Rizzo P. Roman 

H. Keenan K. Rapp D. Anderson C. Rubano 

G. Priebe E. Sica C. Lombardi V. Rubano 

I. Arevalo T. Sica L. Tepedino A. Mantia 

D. Toto P. Agoglia J. Alternative E. Sotomayer 

Saturday, August 10,  2019 
5:00pm 

Sunday, August 11,  2019 
8:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 
10:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 
12:00 MASS 

 Father Maxim Rosario Father Maxim Rosario Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Patrick Osei-Poku 

  Deacon Ron Deacon Ron 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR   August  10th & 11th, 2019 
Saturday,  August 10, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 

5:00PM  MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

A. Baloccda B. Keese K. Tomasic A. Frankenberger 

R. Laro K. Keese M. Tomasic B. Frankenberger 

J. Scomillo T. Dorrian J. Prew P. Mazola 

C. William  N. Pilero S. Glen 

    

    

LECTOR SCHEDULE -FOR   August 10th & 11th, 2019 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sunday, August 11, 2019 

5:00PM MASS 
 

8:00 AM MASS 10:00AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

M. Drechsler A. Willman M. Sehne V. Rubano 

A. Mantia B. Luna J. Auleta P. Geier 



 Preparing  for Next Sunday  



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

Our Grandiosity and Our Wounds 
We wake up into life with the incurable sense that we’re special, that we’re the center of the universe. And, subjectively, we 
are! In our awareness we’re the center of the universe and life does revolve around us. Our own being is what’s most 
massively real to us. As Descartes famously said, the only thing that we know for sure is real is our own selves; I think, 
therefore, I am. We may be dreaming everything else. 

Spirituality has perennially judged this negatively. Egocentricity, feelings of grandiosity, self-centeredness, and pride were 
seen as the result of the corruption of human nature through original sin. We called it, The Fall. Our first parents attempted 
to overreach, to be more than God intended them to be, and this irrevocably corrupted their nature and we, their children, 
inherit this.  So we, adult children of Adam and Eve, too instinctually tend to overreach, to puff up in self-importance, to fill 
with pride, and think first about ourselves. 

That doctrine of original sin has something important to say, but it isn’t first of all to shame us in our natural pride and sense 
of specialness. The real reason why pride and grandiosity are incurably ingrained inside us is because God built us that way, 
and that, of itself, is not a fault or a corruption but instead constitutes what’s highest and most precious inside us. Both 
Christianity and Judaism take as dogma that we’re born, every one of us, in the image and likeness of God. That’s not to be 
imagined piously as some beautiful icon stamped inside our souls but rather as fire, divine fire, which because it is godly 
brings with it a sense of the preciousness, dignity, and uniqueness, of our lives.  But with that too comes (as part of the same 
package) pride and grandiosity.  Simply put, we can’t have Godliness inside us and not feel ourselves as special. 

And that makes for a less-than-serene situation for the planet. We’re now seven and half billion people on this earth, each 
one with the same innate sense that he or she is the center of the universe and that his or her own reality is what’s most real. 
That’s the real cause behind what you see happening on the world news each night, for worse and for better. Grandiosity is 
the source of human strife, but equally the source of human greatness. 

Important in our understanding of this is that our innate sense of godliness is also the place where we suffer our deepest 
wounds. What most wounds the image and likeness of God inside us? These things: humiliation, lack of adequate self-
expression, the perennial frustration of bumping up against the limits of life, and the martyrdom of obscurity. 

Each of us, by our nature, possesses a divinely-given uniqueness and dignity and thus nothing wounds us more than being 
humiliated and shamed in our struggle to live this out. A shameful humiliation, even as a very young child, can scar us for the 
rest of our lives. It’s one of the reasons why we have mass killings. Likewise, as Iris Murdoch once said, the greatest human 
pain is the pain of inadequate self-expression. There’s a great artist, composer, teacher, athlete, and performer inside each of 
us, but few people can ever give that satisfying expression. The rest of us have to live with perennial frustration because 
what’s deepest in us lies unexpressed. As well, we’re forever bumping up against the real limits of our own lives and limits of 
life itself. In Karl Rahner words: In the torment of the insufficiency of everything attainable, we ultimately learn that here in 
this life there is no finished symphony.  In the end, all of us die with a life that was never fully consummated. And that isn’t 
easily accepted! Everything inside us militates against this. Finally, almost all of us live a certain martyrdom of obscurity, 
recognized and famous only inside our own daydreams, our greatness hidden from the world. That too isn’t easily accepted. 

What’s to be taken away from this? Since we secretly nurse thoughts of specialness should we also nurse a secret shame? Is 
our innate pride something that sets us against holiness? Is our grandiosity a bad thing? Is our frustration with the limits and 
inadequacy of our lives something that displeases God? Are our daydreams of uniqueness and greatness something which 
taints our contemplation and prayer? Is our nature, of itself, somehow corrupt? Must we somehow step outside of our own 
skin to be saints? 

Each of these questions can be answered in two ways. Grandiosity, pride, shame, frustration, and daydreams of greatness, 
can indeed be our downfall and turn us into awful persons, selfish, jealous, spiteful, and murderous. But they can also be the 
source of greatness, of nobility of soul, of generosity, of selflessness, of generativity, of true prayer, and can turn us into 
selfless martyrs of faith, hope, and charity. Our godliness is very mixed blessing; but it is, no doubt, our greatest blessing. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser


D.M. Illuzzi D.P.M.
Podiatrist/Foot Specialist
Most Insurance Accepted
61 Rte. 111, Smithtown
Office - 631.360.7733

724-7000Harbor
COLLISION
Auto Damage Experts

Insurance Claims Specialists
24 Hour Towing 931 Middle Country Road
Jon Pedone St. James, NY 11780

Smithtown Primary Medical Care
Ronald R. Roth, M.D.

Barbara Mazzola ANP Kristin Feiss FNP Tina Riggs ANP Peter Wharton RPA
FFlluu  SShhoottss  ••  PPhhyyssiiccaallss  AAllll  AAggeess  ••  MMeeddiiccaall  MMaarriijjuuaannaa

110000  MMaappllee  AAvveennuuee,,  SSmmiitthhttoowwnn 22553399  MMiiddddllee  CCoouunnttrryy  RRooaadd,,  CCeenntteerreeaacchh
663311--226655--77667711 663311--558800--11774400

662255  RRoouuttee  2255AA  ••  SSaaiinntt  JJaammeess  
663311--886622--99118822 BBiillll,,  BBoobb,,  GGaarryy,,  oorr  LLeeoonnnnaa

• Unlimited Champagne and 
Mimosas Served

• Fresh Homemade Baked Muffins
• Smoked Salmon, Bagels
and Cream Cheese

• Assorted Tossed Green and Cold Salads
• Two Roasts Carved to Order 
• Omelettes Made to Order
• Breakfast and Lunch 
Chafing Dishes

• Fresh Fruit Platter 
• Chef’s Dessert Table 
• Coffee and Tea Service

$33.95 per person 
Children under 12, half price
Join us for Brunch 

with the Family after Mass.
Ideal for Showers,Christenings,
Birthdays, Anniversaries, 
Large Groups Welcome

((663311))  775511--44775555                        KKeevviinn  PPeetteerrssoonn

DD..  LL..  PPeetteerrssoonn  CCoorrpp..
We Service What We Sell

AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  &&  HHeeaattiinngg
IInnssttaallllaattiioonnss  ••  SSaalleess  ••  SSeerrvviiccee

77  FFlloowweerrffiieelldd  SSuuiittee  1100,,  SStt..  JJaammeess,,  NNYY

Est. 1962
PPaaggee  &&  CCoommppaannyy

JJeewweelleerrss
“The Source for All
Your Jewelry Needs”
2194 Route 347
Stony Brook
631.444.5600

COMMACK CEMETERY
HHoommeeggrroowwnn  EEsssseennttiiaall  

PPeeddiiaattrriiccss
Heather Riddle CPNP-DNP
Board Certified Pediatrics

220 Lake Ave
Tel. (631) 248-2700

Parishioner
www.homegrownessentialpeds.com
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Sunday
Buffet Brunch
11AM to 3PM 
Every Sunday
631-751-0555

150 Main St., Stony Brook

Peter G. Moloney • Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

Est. 1959

LIFE
GROUP HEALTH, LIFE, & DENTAL

AUTO
HOMEOWERS
BUSINESS

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY
FINANCIAL PLANNING

BONDING
DEFENSIVE DRIVING

COMMERCIAL FINANCING

A Full Service Insurance Agency

Est. 1986CCaaffaarreellllii  AAggeennccyy  LLttdd..

Cafarelli Agency Ltd.
Executive Design Planning

1030 W. Jericho Tpke • Smithtown • Tel: 631-543-6363 
www.cafarelliinsurance.com

James A. Cafarelli, Longtime Active Parishioner

631-724-3242
www.watermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NYatermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Est.
1850

A Place of Beauty and Tranquility
Pre-Need & At Need Space Available

543-4600



GREGORY J. SKRAPITS, D.M.D.
THOMAS VIGLIANTE, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
COSMETIC-IMPLANTS-SLEEP APNEA
36 North Country Rd., St James, NY 

(631) 584-5605
OFFICE HOURS - BY APPOINTMENT

LAW OFFICE OF
Joseph A. Bollhofer, P.C.
291 Lake Avenue, St. James

584-0100
MEMBER OF K OF C

LLOOWWEE  DDRRUUGGSS
14 LAWRENCE AVE., SMITHTOWN
TEL: (631) 265-7888
FAX: (631) 265-6935
NOTARY PUBLIC

Stephen DeMaio, B.S., RPh   
Parishioner Free Delivery

“We Go That Extra Yard”“We Go That Extra Yard”
Serving the Community Since 1984

2838 Middle Country Road, Lake Grove
WWW.CARPETYOURWORLD.COM (631) 737-0638

4th Generation Plumbers
Simple Repairs to Total Renovations

Licensed & Insured  663311--774422--77444422

AALLPPIINNEE  PPAASSTTRRYY  SSHHOOPPPPEE
Specializing in Custom 

Wedding Cakes
Cakes - Cookie Trays  
For All Occasions

Cassata, Cannoli, Tiramisu
Family Owned & Operated   

The Cuccia Family, Parishioners
59 Route 111 Village Center, 

Smithtown
663311--226655--55661100  

www.alpinepastryshop.com

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

TThhoommaass  MM..  SSaappiieennzzaa,,  DD..DD..SS..
Comprehensive Cosmetic, Implant, and General Dentistry

2500 Nesconset Highway, Building 10B, Stony Brook, NY 11790
Parishioner of SSPJ   

Villa SorrentoVilla Sorrento
Restaurant & Caterers
“Come Taste The Experience”

Full Service Personal 
Party Planning

Cocktail Parties - 
Tent Weddings - Showers

Family Gathering
Backyard Barbeques
Corporate Affairs
631-265-9865

823 Middle Country Rd.
St. James

www.villasorrento.com

LLUUZZ  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS
30 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS

REFERENCES UPON REQUEST
631-721-8637

Weekly/Bi-weekly Services
Available 

(631) 265-3577           EST. 1958
ACADEMY FENCE

COMPANY
660 JERICHO TPKE

ST. JAMES

J.C. BRODERICK
& ASSOCIATES, INC.
Environmental Consulting & Testing

DUANE S. SHANK, D.D.S.
Pediatric and Adult Orthodontics

TMJ Treatment
200 E. Main St., Smithtown, NY 

(631) 265-3666

Pat Spates                          Rick Nappi
Owner                                        Owner

www.seaquadeli.com
430-10 North Country Rd., St. James

BRINGING CHRIST’S HEALING MISSION  
TO THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Catholic Health Services has first-class 
doctors and hospitals across Long Island. 

For one near you, call 855-CHS-4500.

  

 
 

(631) 360-9826
Branch Auto Care, Inc.

Foreign/Domestic
383 East Jericho Tpke.
Smithtown, NY 11787

Mike Dray

F U N E R A L S  &  C R E M A T I O N S
Branch Funeral Homes

Trust. Quality. Affordability.
Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante • John Vigliante • Paul Vigliante

TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARETM PROVIDER

Miller Place 
551 Route 25A 

(631) 744-9700

Smithtown 
190 East Main Street 
(631) 724-9500
info@BranchFH.com BranchFH.com

Phone: (631) 751-7100

“Personal Attention & Dignified Service - Our Continuing Tradition”

SStt..  JJaammeess
FFuunneerraall  HHoommee,,  IInncc..

Kenneth J. Maher Kerry J. Maher
Owner, Licensed Manager & Director Director

Longtime Dedicated Parishioners of Sts. Philip & James R.C. Church
~ In Loving Memory of Aelysche M. Maher ~

~~  AA  HHoommee   ffoorr   FFuunneerraa llss   &&  CCrreemmaatt iioonnss   ~~

829 Middle Country Road
(Jericho Turnpike) Route 25. St. James

Office: (631) 584-5200

1775 Expressway Dr .N
Suite 1 - Hauppauge,NY
Phone (631) 584-5492
Fax     (631)  584-3395

Brendan G. Broderick

JCB
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265-1810

HARRY GANG PLUMBING

631-686-6868

Purchase 1 lb. of any salad, get 1 free of equal
value w/ad (excludes meat or seafood salads)

Family
Owned

17 Manor Rd.
Smithtown

Experience
Consistency
Reliability
Since 1985

Usher SSPJ

You Care About Results.
So Do I.

Marianne J. Koke, CBR
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
St. James/Smithtown Office
81 Route 111 Smithtown, NY 11787

(In Uncle Giuseppi’s Shopping Center)
T. 631.584.6600 ext. 206
C. 631.335.7111
mariannekoke@danielgale.com

(631) 584-3682
386 Lake Avenue, St. James

Full Service
Automotive
Repair
Experts

eat@pietro631.com
631.862.6129

404 N. Country Rd. Saint James
Full Catering
Private Parties

Corporate Affairs
Rehearsals
Showers

Communions 
...and More

Lawrence Just
Financial Advisor

1200 Veterans Hwy • Suite 105 • Hauppauge
C. 631.428.4829 
Lawrence.Just@ampf.com

Companions & HHAs
Free At-Home Consultation

Now Hiring!
631.724.2273

Levittown Nesconset/Smithtown Plainview Long Beach
516.735.9191 631.972.5211 516.933.HEAR 516.763.EARS

Long Island Hearing, Inc.
“Our commitment to you will be life changingSM”
Need a Hearing Test? Hearing Aid? Repair?

JOE SORIANO

CARPET • TILE  
COMMERCIAL

LINO • WOOD
RESIDENTIAL

Now Carrying

SMITHWEST SERVICE CENTERApproved Auto Repair • Total Car Care
STATE INSPECTION $10 OFF

NYS SAFETY EMISSIONS  
CERTIFICATE ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY WITH COUPON
Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer

NATIONWIDE 24 MONTH 24,000 MILE  REPAIR
WARRANTY COVERS PARTS & LABOR
795 Middle Country Road, St. James

(631) 265-9885 / 265-5700  


