November 21st, 2021
Our Lord Jesus Christ,

631-584-5454

1 Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780

The Parish of Saints Philip and James

King of the Universe

“Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
Mark 18:37
“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”
Daily Mass: 7:30am and 9:15 am
Saturday 5pm Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon

STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF

:

Parish Center Phone 631-584-5454 Parish Fax:631-862-9675
Website—www.sspj.org
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS
Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm
Open Thursday 9am-6pm
Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday
CLERGY
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor
Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor
Deacon Ronald Blasius
Deacon John Keenan

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN
BUSINESS MANAGER
Virginia Portanova
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 631-584-3204
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3
Charlotte Czujko~cczujko@sspj.org
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6
Barbara Luna~bluna@sspj.org
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8
Dominick Avento~davento@sspj.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Margaret Adams
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
Lynn Sisti
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
Dominick Avento
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
John Cordes
SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Diane M. Anderson
School Phone-631-584-7896 School Fax: 631-584-3258
TRUSTEES
Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro
PASTORAL COUNCIL

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato
Martin Marut, Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:

Weekly Collection: November 14th, 2021:
Faith Direct : (131Participants)
Collection for Heat
Total Collections:

$17,890

$11,824
3,622
2,721
$18,167.

FAITH DIRECT: VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON:
USING SSPJ PARISH CODE: NY232

Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the
Parish Center Office.
Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD
1 LT MICHAEL J BANG –MILITARY INTELLIGENCE US ARMY
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY
MIDN ERIN NICASTRO, USN.

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11 of the
Federal Bankruptcy Law.
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months:
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc

A Letter From Father Tom
Dear Friends,
St. Paul said, “it is with deep joy I thank God for you”, referring to his community. I echo his deep gratitude and
thanks for sharing faith with each of you Apostles of Hope in our SSPJ community – giving thanks for what has
been, for what we are, and profound thanks for what we are becoming! Due to the holiday the bulletin has to be
submitted earlier than usual and I am writing with absolute delight after celebrating Sunday’s Masses with you!
Have you noticed the ever-increasing numbers gathering at Mass! The joyful witness of so many, many young ones,
AND their active participation as ministers at Mass! There were so many joy filled smiles – and as I’m sure you
will tell me – not because of my jokes!
I am also profoundly grateful to the extraordinary team of ministers and volunteers with whom I serve on the parish
staff. This week you will hear of them and how their selfless ministry to us graces our parish and saves us
financially as members of our Finance Committee give us this year’s annual report. I thank them and all of you
who have once again kept us in “the black” and to the many parishioners who serve in our many parish ministries in
response to the Lord’s invitation to “follow Me and renew the face of the earth”. Thank you, thank you, thank
you! And not only I but all of us welcome any who would like to join in any one of our ministries. Please come!
Respond to His promptings! You are graced and bring so much and are so needed as we together respond to the
ever-faithful Lord’s desire to help us “rebuild the Church”.
Today we celebrate the feast of Christ the King and prepare ourselves to put away Mark’s gospel as our liturgical
year ends. Next week we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of a new liturgical year during which
we focus on the gospel of Luke. Throughout Luke’s gospel we hear echoed and re-echoed Jesus’ messages of
forgiveness, of justice, of faith, of openness to the Spirit. In his unique way Luke missions Apostles of Hope who
model for us the ministry of evangelizers – those who share and live the Good News.
Our Advent celebrations will again begin in semi darkness as we light the Advent wreath each week and ready
ourselves to rebirth the Christ Child in our hearts. The Advent journey is both exciting and reassuring, filled with
wonder and hope. As with all journeys, it begins with one step, but not alone. We journey together.
I invite you to join with the parish family on Thanksgiving Day to begin with Eucharistic Thanksgiving at 9:15am.
Please bring with you something you would like to be blessed and shared with those with whom you will celebrate
Thanksgiving.
I also hope you can join us for our parish tree lighting on Saturday, November 27th, following the 5pm Mass and
join in some “quick caroling” Come on! You really like the cold!! And then have some hot chocolate and cookies
as we enter the Advent Season of Hope.
And, in honor of Thanksgiving,
"What key has legs and can't open a door?" "A turkey."
“Why did they let the Turkey join the band? Because he had his own drumsticks.”
“ What happened to the Turkey that got into a fight?” “He got the stuffing knocked out of him!”
“Why shouldn’t you sit next to a turkey at dinner?” “Because he will gobble it up.”

Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Mass Intentions, For the week of November 21st, 2021
For the Week of
November 21st, 2021
Our Bread & Wine
Are offered in
Appreciation For
Our Wonderful
Principal,

9:15am

Onorina Viola

EM:Mantia/Duffy/Toto

5:00pm

John Mignone

Sunday
November 21st

Presider: Father Tom
Lector:Mantia/Dobres
EM:Ramos/Sehne/Sica

8am

For the People of SSPJ

Our Lord Jesus
Christ King of
the Universe

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: Burke/Cafaro
EM:Luna/McKie/
Sotomayer

10:00am

Donna Servidio

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Robert Inserillo
June Kelly
James Cooper
Joseph Napolitano
Thomas Specht

7:30am

Thomas A. McGrath

9:15am

Patricia Ann Felix

7:30am

Living~ Allen Evans

9:15am

Living~Juan Madariaga

7:30am

John P. Boland

9:15am

James Cooper

9:15am

For the People of the Parish

7:30am

Helen Soshia

9:15am

Sean & John McDermott

9:15am

Vincent Casano

5:00pm

Carmine Lorenzo

Presider: Father Joe
Lectors:Auleta/O’Leary
EM:Czujko/Kanuika/
Kenney

8:00am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Tom

10:00am

Deacon Ken Maher

12:00pm

Vincent Casano
Fred Boyce
Gertrude Christy
John Patrick Harney
Delfina Santos

Presider: Father Tom
Saturday
November 20th Lector: Donegan/Student

Ms. Diane
Anderson
With Love &Gratitude,
SSPJ SCHOOL
Students, Faculty,
and Staff
Eucharistic Adoration
Monday in the church
From 1:30pm-7:00pm

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: Geier/Kenton
EM: Consenze/Keane/
Napolitano

Monday
November 22nd

Saint Cecelia

Tuesday
November 23rd

Saint Clement

Wednesday
November 24th

Saint Andrew

Thursday
November 25th

Thanksgiving Day
St. Catherine of
Alexandria

Remember in our hearts and prayers
Alan Evans
Anthony J. Novellino, Sr.
Antonette Sabatino
Angie Mingione
Angela Amoroso
Anne Pell
Anna & Harold Clayton
Arthur Gureck
Baby Ben

Baby Penny Grace Candela

Barbara Bombace
Barbara Ruland
Mattia Rose Lubrano
Belinda Groneman
Brendan McAlvin
Cathy McCulloch
Carol
Carolyn Nehl
Charles Figliosi
Charlie Stangarone
Claudia Chandler
Deacon Ron Blasius
Deirdre W.
Donna Patrissi
Dorothy Mitchell
Elizabeth Martin
Elizabeth Thorton
Ellie Walsh
Esther Styles
Flo Donohue
Gerald Maass
Gloria Montesano
Grace Bertolone
Ginny & John Rief
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Helen
Heidi Ray
Jack Donohue
Jamie Geiman
Jennifer Clark
Jessica Venditto
John Cronin
John DeStefano

John Scomillio
Joseph H
Joseph
James Macchiano
Judy Rampola
Joseph Mazelis
Joseph Costa
Kenneth Cook
Kathleen N.
Kitty Cronin
Kim Olofson
Leon Donach
Lynn McDonnell
Mark Geld
Marty Caltabiano
Mary Ann Cesarski
Mary Monte
Mary Fresi
Maryann Kevlin
Maria Clark
Marie del Ciello
Marilyn Suli
Matthew Parrella
Marie & Frank Fiecco
Melissa C.
Michael Fisher
Mike Lofaro
Monsignor Iocavacci
Nancy & Paul Bertran
Nancy Cuccinotta
Pasquale Savarese
Pat LeDoux
Peter Donach
P.I.
Ricardo Buffit
Riordan Cavooris
Richard Chiorando
Robert Koop
Sara Jean Andersen
Stephen Dolce
Suzanne Orlando
Tara Cesarski
Vivien Cordes
Veronica Broderick
Wayne Hendricks

Friday
November 26th
Saturday
November 27th

Sunday
November 28th
First Sunday of
Advent

Presider:Father Joe

Lectors:Schor/Smith
EM: Rapp/Lombardi/Sisti

Lectors: Wos/Koke

EM:Amen/Latino/Mulhall

Collective Mass

Presider: Father Tom
Lector:Just/Suski

EM:Samson/Consenz/
Napolitano

Banns of Marriage~ First ~ Eric Lewis and Samantha Donohue ~ SSPJ Parish

CHRISTMAS GABRIEL EDITION
Seeking submissions for this
most wonderful edition…
Theme:
Christmas,
The Giving, The Joy, The Hope,
Living the season as an Apostle of
Hope…
Search your hearts where only
the most heartwarming stories
can be found…
Deadline for submission:
November 26th
Questions, please contact Gabriel
Editor:
Elena Mingionemingione55@yahoo.com

Mass of Thanksgiving

TRIVIA
TOO!

Thanksgiving Day,
November 25th, 2021
9:15am mass
All are welcome to bring an item that
will be shared upon your table of
thanks for a blessing of gratitude.

Blessing of the Prayer Shawls~ The First
Sunday of Advent~
November 29th, 2021, 8:00am Mass
We are sincerely grateful for the compassion and joy
that each member of the Prayer Shawl ministry offers to
each stitch their loving hands create. They are
wonderfully blessed and share that treasure with our
Parish and with the so many seeking comfort…
At the end of Mass, if you have a loved one at home or
know someone ill, you may take one to them.
LOST AND FOUND
FOUND: GOLD WEDDING BAND WITH INSCRIPTION INSIDE
OF THE CHURCH
Questions, kindly contact Parish Center Office
at 584-5454.

READING AND ENCOURAGING~ THE BARNABAS MINISTRY
Help is Needed~A small commitment with a Huge amount of Joy!
Can you share with us your time, and heart, reading the reflections of our students?
As you see, our Students offer their thoughts each Sunday, which reflect their understanding
the Gospel message…

of

We are seeking kind words, encouraging hearts, and uplifting messages that we can share with our
students.
Just a little time, can make a positive difference in the hearts of our Students and their families.
If you should be interested, kindly contact the Parish Center office at 631-584-5454
A PRAYER OF
THANKSGIVING
For the expanding grandeur of creation,
worlds known and unknown, galaxies
beyond galaxies, filling us with awe and
challenging our imaginations:
We give thanks this day.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Today is Christ the King. The last day of the Liturgical year. Christ Jesus is
victor, ruler, and redeemer. Jesus will sit on His throne. Let the music sound!!
The tiny baby born is Bethlehem at the start of a great adventure concludes as
He becomes the King of Glory!! Our Lord of Love for all people and calling us
to live in that love.
This Monday, November 22 we have a special feast day, it is the feast of St.

Cecilia, the patroness of Musicians. All musicians receive a special blessing
For this fragile planet earth, its times and
from St. Cecilia on this her feast day.
tides, its sunsets
and
seasons:
Apostle of Hope Opportunity~
We give thanks this day.
For the joy of human life, its wonders and
surprises, its hopes and achievements:
We give thanks this day.
For our human community, our common
past and future hope, our oneness
transcending all separation, our capacity to
work for peace and justice in the midst of
hostility and oppression:
We give thanks this day.
For high hopes and noble causes, for faith
without fanaticism, for understanding of
views not shared:
We give thanks this day.
For all who have labored and suffered for a
fairer world, who have lived so that others
might live in dignity and freedom:
We give thanks this day.
For human liberty and sacred rites; for
opportunities to change and grow, to affirm
and choose:
We give thanks this day.
We pray that we may live not by our fears
but by our hopes, not by our words but by
our deeds.
We give thanks this day.
Amen.—O. Eugene Pickett

Prayer to St. Cecilia
St. Cecilia, heroic martyr who stayed faithful to Jesus your divine
bridegroom, give us faith to rise above our persecutors and to see in them the
image of our Lord.
We know that you were a musician and we are told that you heard angels
sing. Inspire musicians to gladden the hearts of people by filling the air with
God’s gift of music and reminding them of the Divine Musician Who created
all beauty. Amen

Grateful for the Abundant Blessings that God, in his love,
has blessed the hearts of, Sts. Philip & James Parish

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”
WAY TO GO SSPJ
GIRL SCOUT GROUP 2111!!

SSPJ Girl scout troop 2111, sorted and bagged 76
thanksgiving meals and 7 gift cards for Long Island Cares
and our SSPJ parish outreach for “adopt a
family”. They thank friends, families, the parish, and
school for donations and Walmart in Islandia & Yaphank.
WHAT AN AMAZING EXAMPLE OF APOSTLES WHO
HOPE AND RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF OTHERS.

A Reflection from Sister T~ Vocare~ What is Your Calling?
Dear Friends,
The past week was National Vocation Awareness Week. I took the
opportunity of my weekly visit to the second graders to teach them a new
word and have some fun with it. The word was vocare- to call. We then
talked about the different vocations in life, priesthood, religious life,
marriage and consecrated single life. In thanksgiving for myself and the
sisters I live in community with, the children made cards, and along with a
treat from a local restaurant, and a cake baked by a wonderful school
Secretary, we ended the week in royal fashion.
Vocare, To Call, I started thinking what are we called to? For us as Sister of
the Holy Family of Nazareth we are called to build the Kingdom of God where
we are, with and for families. I asked some people what they were called to,
and one Sister sent me a beautiful response I share it with you now.
“Jeremiah's response to God's call was: "I am too young! I don't know how
to speak." And the Lord answered him saying: "Do not be afraid. I will be
with you. I will put the words in your mouth."
How often have I now said "I am too old! I was more adventurous when I
was younger." However even today the Lord's response is:
"Do not be afraid. I will be with you."
Young or old, whatever I am called to do, I have God's promise: "I will be
with you." Could I ask for a more faithful companion?” Sr. Mary Bernard
Wiecezak
After reading this I realized that it is really an attitude we are being called to,
not so much what we do but how we do it. So, the things we are called to do,
in what spirit do we do them? Are we able to be positive? Does negativity
come through? We do have a choice. Someone once said when we cook, we
need to do so with a happy spirit as it affects the tase of the food. (Thus, I
sing when I have a lot of vegetables to chop)

As we look at who we are now, we may have to say with Jeremiah that I am
too old! Are we able to give up things we were used to doing and settle for
those things we can do, remembering that all the time it is a matter of
attitude?
We are coming to the end of the church year and a new one is upon us this
Advent. How will we greet this new year of responding to call? What will be
our attitude? This week check your attitude as well as gratitude meter. What
does it register?
Till next week,
Sister Theresita

RCIA MINISTRY
“I

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice,
And there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
The RCIA Team Meets Sunday Mornings in the SSPJ Room from 8:45am-9:45am
The Following topics are open to all:

Lights of love

Religious Education News
The Religious Education Ministry wishes to extend their heartfelt gratitude
for all of our Students and their Families. We wish you a wonderful and
blessed Thanksgiving .
There WILL NOT be any lessons on google classroom or on campus during the
week of
November 21st, 2021– November 27th, 2021
WE INVITE ALL OUR FAMILIES TO ATTEND THE SSPJ ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27TH, AFTER THE 5PM MASS
OUR ACTS OF LOVE~ A SERVANTS HANDS PROJECT FOR ADVENT WILL BE SHARED WITH
ALL AT THE TREE LIGHTING
UPCOMMING GRADE LEVEL
FOURTH GRADE
MASSES:
RECONCILIATION
COMMUNION II ~2ND GRADE MASS
DECEMBER 4TH, 2021 AT 5PM
COMMUNION I~ 1ST GRADE MASS
DECEMBER 5TH, 2021 AT 10AM

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH, 2021
5:30PM IN THE CHURCH

ACTS OF LOVE ~ A SERVANTS HANDS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER…
Thanking our Veterans as we have celebrated Veterans Day.
Kindly create a card made in Thanksgiving for all the sacrifices our Veterans have made for
each and every one of us.
Cards are
are to
to be
be placed
placed in
in aa plastic
plastic bag
bag with
with students
students name
name and
and grade
grade upon
upon it.
it.
Cards
They
will
be
distribCards
are
to
be
placed
in
a
plastic
bag
with
students
name
and
grade
They will be distributed on Thanksgiving to the Veterans residing at the Stony Brook
upon
it.
Veterans Home.
They DUE
will be
on Thanksgiving
to the
VeteransNOVEMBER
residing at the
Stony Brook
CARDS
ATdistributed
PARISH CENTER
OFFICE BY:
TUESDAY,
23RD
Veterans Home.
For Our Students~
Take a picture of this prayer with your phone and remember,
when you are struggling, read it and call out to Jesus...

Dear God,
Help me to stand when I feel I’m about
to fall;
Help me to carry on when I feel I can’t
take another step.
Lead me gently in the direction that I
should go;
Lead me into a place of peace and
security.
Even while the world around me is full
of turmoil,
Bring me closer to you.

Amen

NOVEMBER PRAYER OF THE MONTH

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL

UPDATE~ AS OF NOVEMBER 15th, 2021
We are $4,319 AWAY FROM GOAL!

We are $7,577 AWAY FROM OUR REBATE
In this season of thanks and gratitude we remain grateful for all
your support.
Should your means allow, please consider making a contribution

GOAL
$105,300

Pledges at
11/15/21
$100,981.

Payments at
11/15/21

$97,723.

$10,000

Parish Social Ministry
We Remember
Michael C. Jaeger
Mary Elizabeth Phillips

We are called to protect creation–and we are missing
the mark. “Something good in the eyes of God has
become something exploitable in human hands.”

Our Pantry is fully stocked with
thanks to all the wonderful generosity
of all Apostles of Hope!
Thank you for sharing your hearts

Our Lord sends neither angels nor ministers to assure us of His love; He comes in
person. Do not miss this opportunity to visit with Him in person during
Eucharistic Adoration on Wed. evening Dec. 8th from 8PM to 10PM immediately
following the 7PM mass. You do not have to stay the whole time, stop in when
you can. As you prepare to purchase your Christmas gifts early what better gift
to offer Jesus for Christmas than to spend some time with Him to pray for the
most vulnerable in our society. Please mark your calendars now to visit any
time between 8PM and 10PM on Wed. Dec. 8th.

Annual Pick A Star Program
Begins Next Weekend: November 27th-28th, 2021
Our tree will be located in the front of the church near the statue of
St. Joseph.
Please choose a star (s) indicating the items you would like to purchase
for someone in need.
Unwrapped gifts should be placed in gift bags under the tree
with the colored star tag securely attached.
The color of the ornament determines its destination.
Please place UNWRAPPED gift cards in the basket near the tree at
weekend Masses, OR, put them in the collection basket, OR drop them
off at the parish center during the week.
All our gifts will be delivered on Thursday, December 18th, 2021 to
allow our families and organizations time to sort and determine the
distribution

OH WHAT A GREAT PLACE TO GO!! THE SSPJ SCHOOL
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!!
LIVE IN PERSON~HOORAY!

Congratulations to SSPJ Alumni on their Academic Achievements
Kate Nicastro~ Grade 10~Principals List
Victoria Caputo~ Grade 9~Principals List
Elena Caruso~ Grade 11~First Honors
Your SSPJ Family are so very proud of you!

Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~ November 28th, 2021
The First Sunday of Advent

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI
THE NOTION OF A VOCATION
I was raised in a generation that taught that God gave each of us a vocation to live out. In the religious
ethos of that time, particularly in Roman Catholic spirituality, we believed that we were put on this earth
with a divine plan for us, that God gave us each a special vocation to live out. Moreover, this was not
something we were free to choose for ourselves; it was God-given. Our task was to discern that vocation
and give ourselves over to it, even at the price of having to renounce our own dreams. We remained free to
accept or not, but at a peril. To be unfaithful to your vocation meant a misguided life.
There’s an important truth in that notion, though it needs some critical nuances. First, in that spirituality,
they thought of vocations in a very restrictive sense, essentially envisaging only four basic vocations:
priesthood, religious life, marriage, and single life. Further, they tended to put too much gravity on the
choice, namely, if you chose wrong or if you resisted your God-given vocation, it might endanger your
eternal salvation. There were some unhealthy fears connected to the choice.

I saw that first-hand when I served as the provincial superior for our religious order for six years. One of
my tasks was to apply to Rome for the laicization of priests leaving the priesthood. I saw how many of
those leaving the priesthood had chosen that vocation under undue pressure and false fear. Their choice
had not been a free one.
That being said, the old notion of vocation is essentially still true and is too easily lost in a world and culture
that generally puts personal freedom above all else. We need to learn again the importance of finding
one’s vocation and giving oneself over to it. Admittedly, vocation needs to be defined more widely than
choosing between priesthood, religious life, marriage, and single life. Instead, it needs to be defined as an
obedience to the inner dictates of our soul, our gifts, our talents, and the non-negotiable mandate inside us
to put ourselves in service to others and the world.
James Hollis, a Jungian therapist writing from a purely secular viewpoint, highlights precisely this point.
“Our real desires and our destiny are not chosen for us by our ego, but by our nature and ‘the divinities’. …
Something within us knows what is right for us and its insistence on expression is what keeps us awake at
night, nudges us from within during our busiest hours, or causes us to envy others. Vocation is a summons
of the soul. … It’s as if we were sent to this land with a royal assignment, and if we have only dithered about
and forgotten the task, then we have violated our reason for being here.” How true.
Columnist David Brooks, also speaking from a secular place, strongly agrees. A vocation, he writes, is an
irrational factor wherein you hear an inner voice that is so strong that it becomes unthinkable to turn away
and where you intuitively know that you don’t have a choice, but can only ask yourself, what is my
responsibility here? As well, the summons to a vocation is a holy thing, something mystical, a call from the
deep. Thus, discerning your vocation is not a matter of asking what you expect from life but rather what
life expects from you.
What would Jesus say? As we know, Jesus was fond of teaching in parables and his parable of talents
(Matthew 25 and Luke 19) is ultimately about living out one’s God-given vocation. In that parable, those
who use their talents thrive and are given even more talents. Conversely, those who hide their talents are
punished. In essence, the message is this: If we use our God-given talents, we will find meaning and
blessing in our lives; on the other hand, if we don’t use our talents, those very gifts will snakebite us, poison
our happiness, and generally embitter our spirits. Show me a man who is bitter and envious, and most
times you will see a gifted man who, consciously or unconsciously, is frustrated because he has not used
his talents or has used them in a manner that doesn’t serve others. Bitterness and envy are often the
unhappy residue from being snake-bitten by our own unused or misused intelligence and gifts.
There’s a voice inside us issuing forth from the depths of our souls that speaks for our talents, our
temperament, our unique circumstance in life, our moral and religious sensitivities, and even for our
wounds. This voice is gentle, but firm and unrelenting, as it tells us that we are not free to do anything we
want with our lives. We need to surrender them to something higher than ourselves.
And, indeed there’s a peril in not listening, though what’s at stake in not our eternal salvation, but our
happiness and generativity on this side of eternity.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

