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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 
 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

February 12th, 2023 

The Sixth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

“Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 
recall that your brother has anything against you,  

leave your gift there at the altar,  

go first and be reconciled with your brother.” 

Matthew 5:23 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 

 
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER  
Virginia Portanova 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 631-584-3204 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko~cczujko@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna~bluna@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento~davento@sspj.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Lisa Keane,  Maureen Burke, Nancy Sanders, Peter Suski, Sheila Cavooris 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Collections: ~Thanking you for your generosity 
Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:           

$16,700 

Weekly Collection:   Sunday February 5th, 2023:      

Collections from Weekend masses:                $9,611. 

Collections from mail:                 2,115.                   

    

Faith Direct :     (126Participants)                               $3,374.04. 

Total Collections:              $15,100.04. 

 

 

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT 

ICON: 

USING SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US  
IN YOUR PRAYERS 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  

CAPT. MICHAEL T. DOLAN- JR.  -D.O, US ARMY                              
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 

ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 

                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

1 LT MICHAEL J BANG –MILITARY INTELLIGENCE  US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 
LT. COMMANDER CHRISTOPHER SHANK MD 

MIDN ERIN NICASTRO, USN.    
MAJ. BRENDAN JOHNSTON-USAF 
CHRISTOPHER A. HIONIDIS-USAF 

 

LIVE-STREAMING THE  
8:00AM SUNDAY MASS 

The Sunday mass at 8:am  is  available to view on our  SSPJ Church 
Facebook page, while it is live at the 8am mass, it can be recalled at 

any time. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


The Beautiful Journey of Lent….Begins Ash Wednesday, 
 February 22nd, 2023 

Ash Wednesday Mass and  
Word Services: 

 
Wednesday, February 22nd, 2023 

7:30am   Mass 
9:15am   Mass 

12:00pm  Word Service 
3:00pm  Word Service 
5:00pm   Word Service 

7:00pm    Mass 
*Ashes are distributed at each time 

scheduled 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ~ 
 
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST AT ANY 
OF  
THE ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES,  
KINDLY  
SIGN YOUR NAME UPON THE LIST 
HANGING ON THE CLOSET DOOR IN 
THE PRAYER ROOM. 
 
AS ALWAYS, YOUR ASSISTANCE IS 
ALWAYS APPRECIATED. 
 
THANK YOU. 

TODAY, SUNDAY,  
FEBRUARY 12TH  

 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

WILL BE HOSTING 
  

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY 
  

ALL ARE INVITED TO A 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST TO 

SHARE FRIENDSHIP AND HOPE WITH 
EACH OTHER. 

AFTER THE 8AM 
AND 10AM  

MASSES 

Music Ministry~ 
  

Eternal Grace is this week’s theme. The 
Gathering is The God of all Grace. God 
blesses us today and we lift our hearts 
and voices to the glory of God forever. 
Prayer of St. Francis and Let there be 

Peace on Earth is our prayer for peace in 
the world. 

  
And, Endless is your Love is God’s love 

for us this Valentine’s Day week. Think of 
all the ways God loves us and blesses us. 

  
I came across this quote from one of my 

books which says, “your touch 
transformed our lives. Open our hearts 

to experience your presence more 
deeply, your Holy caress, your living 

flame of love. Through your Grace, we 
leave behind words and turn toward your 
blessed silence. Send your touch, your 

Spirit, and your love.” 
  

Happy Valentine’s Day 



Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 
 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: "I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
Strong words from Jesus!  While we often glean somewhat negative descriptions of the scribes 
and Pharisees, it’s true that many if not most were good, faithful people, trying to follow the 
way of God.  Don’t we try to do that too?  But, like some of the scribes and Pharisees, might we 
get caught up in rigidity and miss out on the true, loving message of God?  Might we be 
neglectful of the wisdom of Jesus?  Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, reflects: 
 

We here in the United States love the exactness of laws so we know what’s right and how 
we can get around or through or under or above what’s written. God so loved the world 
that God sent a Relational Person to share the sacredness of our lives and the sacredness 
of God’s relationship with us. The Wisdom of Jesus is not “how” he lived, but the “why.” 
He came and continues coming, respectful of our freedom, to encourage us to reverence 
our lives, the time we have and the lives and times we have with others.  

 
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22nd, Ash Wednesday.  Last week I wrote about the 
upcoming renovation involving our Baptismal font - the moving of the present one and the 
location of the new one designed for our parish.  This new font will be by the stained-glass 
window portraying the Baptism of the Lord and the present font will be in our gathering area, 
so all can bless themselves while remembering those who have gone before us.  I also 
suggested that this physical renovation process can connect with our spiritual renovation 
process as we journey through the season of Lent.  And I said I’d explain more about our 
Lenten theme, Take off your shoes.  To do this, I’d ask you to consider and hopefully accept an 
invitation. 
 

An Invitation to a Pilgrimage – So Take Off Your Shoes! 
 

The invitation comes from Jesus – Follow me!  There are many ways we can respond to that 
invite.  One is to make a pilgrimage – a journey to a sacred place.  There are many sacred 
places – and sacred spaces.  But “take off your shoes”??  On a pilgrimage wouldn’t it make 
more sense to put on sturdy, protective shoes for the possibly rugged road ahead?  What is 
Jesus up to? 
 
Remember the story in Scripture of Moses and the burning bush?  (Exodus 3:1-5)  Moses was 
busy about his ordinary life, tending his flock, when he noticed a bush on fire.  But the bush did 
not burn up!  Then he hears God tell him to remove his sandals for he is standing on holy 
ground.  Can you just imagine Moses being stunned and then looking down at the ground 
where he is standing, responding with amazement, “But this is the ground I always stand on!”  
Then God replies, “Yes, I know!” 
 
Might that have happened?  Might that be happening today in each of our lives?   How often 
might Moses have passed that same bush without ever noticing it?  How often do we go about 
our daily lives, not really noticing what’s around us?  How might we come to recognize more 
deeply that we are standing on holy ground?  How might we experience more fully being 
surrounded by the holy presence of God?  How might we allow that real presence of God 
around and within us to affect how we live?  Could a type of pilgrimage move us along? 



Father Tom’s Letter continued 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

This Lent all in our parish are invited on a Lenten Pilgrimage as we explore the sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  Included along the way will be reflections on our 
baptismal fonts, old and new, and our connections to each.  We’ll also reflect on how 
Confirmation strengthens our Baptismal commitment and how Eucharist nourishes our 
experience of God’s Real Presence around and within us.  Part of this pilgrimage will be a 
Lenten Retreat with Fr. Adam MacDonald, SVD (Divine Word Missionary).  There will also 
be stops along the way offering varied prayer experiences and opportunities to serve.  This 
journey through sacred time and sacred space to a sacred place culminates in our 
celebration of Easter – all fifty days of it! 
 
Will you be part of this Pilgrimage?  Will you “take off your shoes”?  On Ash Wednesday, 
each of us will be offered a Lenten bracelet saying, Take off your shoes.  Will you accept 
that invitation?  Taking off our shoes leaves us more vulnerable, but that vulnerability 
gives God more opportunity to touch our lives more deeply. 
 

St. Thomas More said, there was never a pilgrim who did not come back to their village  
with one less prejudice and one more idea.   

Please, be a pilgrim with us this Lent.  Take off your shoes! 
 

As the process begins for the placement of the new Baptismal Font with the removal of five 
pews (remember, these pews will be relocated to other parts of the church) I ask you to 
begin thinking about your own Baptism.  Most of us were baptized as infants and so any 
“memories” are dependent on recollections of those who were present.  But each of us was 
given a name at Baptism.  Who gave you your name?  Why were you given that name?  Who 
were your godparents?  Where were you baptized?  Do you know the date of your Baptism?  
If not, might you find out? 
 
In the coming weeks, as the new font is created, each of us will be invited to place a 
remembrance of our Baptism in the base of the font.  In the bulletin you will find “A 
Baptism Remembrance” to cut out and fill in.  These will be gathered and placed in the 
base of the new font as a way of connecting us to one another and to all those who will be 
baptized in coming years.  We are baptized into Christ Jesus, and are sisters and brothers 
to one another.  Please feel free to make more copies as needed - or create your own 
remembrance!  Parents, please help your children to complete their Baptism 
remembrance.  And kids, help your parents and grandparents! 
 
More on our fonts and our Baptismal connections next week.  In this week’s bulletin check 
out info on our upcoming Mardi Gras!  Please be sure to register by this Wednesday! 
 
And finally, with Valentine’s Day coming this Tuesday, 
 Why shouldn’t you trust a pastry chef on Valentine’s Day?  Because he’ll dessert you. 
 What do you give your valentine in France?  A big quiche. 
 What did the paper clip say to the magnet?  I’m very attracted to you! 
 What did the scientist say to her valentine?  I think of you periodically. 
 Which type of flower is best at giving kisses?  Tulips. 
 What did one cappuccino say to her shy crush?  Espresso yourself! 
 
 
 
         

Peace, 



WE ARE EXCITED TO INTRODUCE AND WELCOME 
 FATHER ADAM MacDONALD 

WHO WILL BE LEADING THE SSPJ PARISH LENTEN RETREAT 





 

"To persevere is to remain constant in goodness, especially when the reality around us urges us to do otherwise. Let us reflect 

on a few examples: I know that prayer is important, but, like everyone, I too always have a lot to do, and so I put it off: “No, I 

am busy now, I can’t, I’ll do it later”. Or, I see many crafty people who take advantage of situations, who dodge the rules, and 

so I too stop observing them and persevering in justice and legality: “But if these scoundrels do it, so will I!”. Beware of this! 

And again: I carry out service in the Church, for the community, for the poor, but I see that many people in their free time 

think only of enjoying themselves, and so I feel like giving up and do what they do. Because I do not see results, or I get bored, 

or it does not make me happy. 

Persevering, instead, is remaining in goodness. Let us ask ourselves: what is my perseverance like? Am I constant, or do I live 

faith, justice and charity according to the moment: I pray if I feel like it; I am fair, willing and helpful if it suits me; whereas if 

I am dissatisfied, if no one thanks me, do I stop? In short, do my prayer and service depend on circumstances or on a heart 

that is steadfast in the Lord? If we persevere — Jesus reminds us — we have nothing to fear, even in the sad and ugly events 

of life, even in the evil we see around us, because we remain grounded in the good. Dostoevsky wrote: “Have no fear of men’s 

sin. Love a man even in his sin, for that is the semblance of Divine Love and is the highest love on earth” (The Brothers 

Karamazov, Part 2, Book 4, Chapter 3). Perseverance is the reflection in the world of God’s love, because God’s love is faithful, 

it is persevering, it never changes. 

May Our Lady, servant of the Lord, persevering in prayer (cf. Acts 1:12), fortify our perseverance.” 

Pope Francis  

Congratulations and God’s Abundant Blessings Upon Newly Baptised~ 
John Carmine Malkasian 

Arianna Ann Rosiello 

Welcome! 
John Carmine and Arianna 

Ann 
On your Baptism Day! 

 
We are so proud of you 

and your beautiful families. 
 

May God bless you and fill 
your hearts with his love 
and  his beautiful light. 

 
Pictured are: 

 
John Carmine Malkasian  

and his parents Austin and 
Christina on left,  Deacon 

John and Arianna Ann 
Rosiello, parents Steven 

and Jessica and big 
brother Christopher! 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of February 12th, 2023 

Saturday 
February 11th 

Cantor: 
N. LoCastro 

Presider:  Father Tom 
Lector:Schor/Student 

EM:Licari/Giacalone/Sisti/
Anderson/Drechsler 

9:15am 
 

5:00pm 

Teresa Heedles 
 

Kevin Doran 

Sunday 
February 12th 

Cantor: J. 
Lohmann  

Presider:  Father Tom 
Lector:Dervan/Auletta 

EM:Rapp/Czujko/Kenney/
Sehne/M. Tully 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

Cantor: 
J. Hill 

Presider: Father Jim 
Lector:Dobres/Suski 
EM:Keane/Latino/

Mulhall/Orlando/Reichert/
Sotomayer 

10:00am Edna Beninati 

Cantor: 
L. Lupanacci 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector:Contrino/Kenton 

EM:Consenz/Samson/
Margaret 

12:00pm Lucille Piccininni 
Tom Flaherty 

Lucy Riker 

Monday 
February 13th 

 

 7:30am 
 
 

9:15am 

Vera & John Mulvehill and 
Frances Sexton 

 

Jeffrey Bausch 

Tuesday 
February 14th 

St. Cyril 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Charles P. Vanek 
 

Gregory Mattia 

Wednesday 
February 15th 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Living~Bill Kingston 
 

Vincent Finnegan 

Thursday 
February 16th 

 7:30am 
9:15am 

 
 
 

 
Collective Mass 
Michael Corey 

Friday 
February 17th 

Seven holy founders of 
Servite Order 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Deacon Ron Blasius 
 

Karen Klipell &Chrissy Spagnato 

Saturday 
February 18th 

Cantor:M. McCulloh 

Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: J Burke/Healy 

EM: Mantia/Sisti/Damato/
Urce/Drechsler 

 

9:15am 
 

5:00pm 
 

Lois Coughlin 
 

Robert Kay 

Sunday 
February 19th 

Cantor 
B. Meringolo 

Presider: Father  Tom 
Lector:Czujko/Sehne 

EM:Koke/Portanova/Ramos/
Sehne/M. Tully 

 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ Parish 

Cantor: 
B. Meringolo 

Presider: Father Joe 
Lector:Nicastro/Rubano 
EM: Rizzo/Luna/McKie/
Mulhall/Orlando/Licari 

10:00am Robert Tinti 

Cantor: 
J. Lohmann 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Joe 
Lector:Just/Latino 

EM: Consenz/Margaret/
Stack 

12:00pm John Muller 
Marcy M. Dionisio 
Barbara Gardner 

Andy 
Alfred Fox 

Antonette Sabatino 
Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 
Arthur Gureck 
Austin Rocky 

Baby Ben 
Baby Penny Grace 

Candela 
Barbara Bombace 

Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Barbara Sammarco 
Belinda Groneman  

Carol 
Carolyn Nehl 

Catherine Smith 
Cathleen Henchey 
Claudia Chandler 
Chase Addonisio 

David Beleck 
David McCue 

Deirdre W. 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Eleanor Bayley 

Elizabeth Martin 
Elizabeth Smith 

Ellie Walsh 
Eileen 

Emily Schiaratta 
Emily Quagliatta 

Flo Donohue 
Gail Lumley 

George Fitzpatrick 
Gloria Montesano 
Ginny & John Rief 

Gregory Parker 
Helen 

Jack Donohue 
Jackie & Christine Duffy 

Jakob King 
Jamie Accardi 
Jean Saladino 

Jenny Bonanno 
Jerry 

Joelle Nicholas 
Joni Deleo 

John Cronin 
John DeStefano 

John Maynes 
Joseph  

Joe Benenberger 
Joseph Domizzio 

Judy Rampola 
 
 

Joe Dorrian 
Joseph Costa 

Joseph Domizzio 
Kathleen Draper 

Kathleen N. 
Kerry 

Kitty Cronin 
Laura Bode 

Leon Donach 
Lola Santangelo 

Lori Cearney 
Margaret Remhild 

Mark Wagner 
Mary Ryan 
Maria Clark 

Maria Collaro 
Marie del Ciello  
Maureen Litten 

Mary Ann Cesarski 
Mary Beth McGovern 

Matthew Parrella 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Michael 

Patricia Acker 
Patricia Tripptree 
Pasquale Savarese 

Pat McCumber 
Peter Donach 

Peter Portanova 
P.I. 

Ricardo Buffit 
Richard Lombardi, 

Sr. 
Riordan Cavooris 
Rogelio Martinez 
Ronnie Paciella 

Ryan Duffy 
Sara Jean Andersen 

Stanley Stura 
Stephen Dolce 

    Susanne  Smith 
Tonia Perdue 
Tara Cesarski 

Teresa Mattera 
Tina Cafaro 

Tiffany Lochan 
Tom Devaney 

Tom Ficht 
Tom Ryan 

Vivien Cordes 
Wayne Smith Sr. 
William Capurso 

 

Remembering those who are struggling at 
this time with illness, loneliness and 

despair… 
If you wish to have the SSPJ Parish 

family pray for someone who is feeling 
down, kindly contact the Parish Center 

office at  
631-584-5454... 

Remember in our hearts and prayers 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
All are welcome 

 
Mondays  

From 
1:30pm-7pm 

 
In the Church 



Let the Little Children Come to Me~ Matt 19:14… 
Religious Education Ministry 

February Prayer of the Month 
Grace before Meals 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES  
WILL NOT BE HELD DURING THE 

WEEK OF  
FEBRUARY 19TH, 2023 BUT WILL 
RESUME DURING THE WEEK OF 

FEBRUARY 26TH 2023 

 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
 Matthew 25:40 

 
WASH KIT GANG NEEDS: 

 
 QUART size Ziploc bags  

 Wash cloths 
 Bar soap 

 Band aids 
 Hard, individually wrapped 

candy 
 Shampoo and Conditioner 

 Toothbrushes 
 

These items  can be dropped off 
these at the Parish Center office 

from Monday-Thursday. 
They can also be dropped off in a 

container outside the Parish Center 
Office door when the office is 

closed. 
 

More details will follow. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: 
SATURDAY AT THE 5PM MASS AND SUNDAY AT 
THE 10AM MASS~ALL ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 



Construction of New Baptismal Font~Opportunity to donate to  
“Baptismal Renovations” 

A Baptism Remembrance 

Baptism Date Place of Baptism 

Baptismal Name 

 
We are 

baptized 
into 

Christ 
Jesus, 

and are 
sisters 

and 
brothers 

to one 
another. 

Godparents 

Origin of Name 
Who chose that 
name? 

 



 



  

A Reflection from Sister T~  

All are welcome to SSPJ RCIA MINISTRY 

Dear Friends, 
 
This week I thought I would share with you about a trip I took from Chicago to Pittsburgh by 
train. It was quite an experience, and I think it is well worth sharing! So, let us take a trip down 
Memory Lane… 
 
In talking with my former student Gail, she suggested I call this reflection The Midnight Train. 
Perhaps I should, because I was sharing with her my first journey on an Amtrak train from 
Chicago to Pittsburgh. It was definitely an adventure!  
 
We left Chicago at 6:40 pm and arrived in Pittsburgh at 5:15 am; my many attempts to sleep on 
during the journey were all in vain. Eventually I gave up and began listening to the 
conversations going on around me. Surprisingly, there were two common themes: Family and 
Faith (God/Spirituality). I found this interesting, since the folks on the train were from all walks 
of life and ages. Also, I had no idea I would be sharing this memory with you until I began to 
write it! 
 
On the train were a few grandparents, delighted in having returned from visiting their grand and 
great- grandchildren. There was excitement in their voices as they shared their experiences. 
Moms and sleepy children laughed about all the things they had done that day, and were ready 
for a nice long nap. In the faith department Amish, Christians, Catholics, and Muslims were 
sharing those things they had in common as well as responding to some misconceptions that 
another was experiencing. 
 
I couldn’t help but think of the richness that was in just this one car. People were taking the 
time to share and enjoy the blessings of one another, complete strangers! One young lady 
became so engaged with the gentleman she was sitting with she took some photos after the trip 
to use for her photography class. Amazing! 
 
I don’t know about you, but it appeared to me that this type of listening and sharing is easier to 
do with strangers than with family and those we live with or work with. Why do you think that 
is?  
 
I am not sure myself, but I can give many excuses why I don’t. Perhaps I need to look at the 
reasons that keep me from being my best self to those who are closest to me. Perhaps I need to 
work on sharing my faith and spirituality less reluctantly.  Our human nature can lead us to 
rationalize so much, but what can reflection and quiet time lead us to? 
 
I have a hunch that we all may find ourselves on that ‘midnight train’ from time to time, taking 
in the goodness and wonder that surrounds us during this coming week. Not bad for a reflection 
brought on by a long sleepless journey! 
I have some inner work to do. How about you?  
 
Use this week to share with those around you some of the 
 gems of your faith life. Be willing to put yourself out there  
and bring beauty to those who surround you. 
 
Till next week, 
Sister Theresita 



God Bless the Guide Dog Foundation and SSPJ School!! 



SAVE THE DATE! SSPJ SCHOOL GALA 

MAY 3RD, 2023 
AT THE WATERMILL  DETAILS SOON TO FOLLOW ! 





Parish Social Ministry 

Helpful Phone Numbers~ YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 
 
Dept. of Social Services: 631-854-2300 
Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124 
Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827 
Alzheimer’s Disease: 631-954-2323 
American Red Cross L.I.: 516-747-3500 
Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-
4900 
Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 
Brookhaven Youth Counseling: 631-451-8011 
Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546 
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-0480 
Children’s Community: 631-585-2020, 631-476-9698  
www.childrenscommunityhs.org 
Domestic Violence Hotline (Vibes): 631-360-3607  
Elder Abuse: 631-761-7470 
Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547 
Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542 
Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758 
Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030 
In Home Care- Home Instead: 631-724-2273 
LI Against Domestic Violence: 631-666-8833 
LI Head Start:631-732-7100 
L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833 
Memory Care in NY: www.memorycare.com 
Mental Health Emergency:  631-952-3333 
Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262 
Nassau/Suffolk Law: 631-232-2400 
National Aging in place-L.I. Chapter: 631-383-4341 
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-784-2433 
Office for the Aging: 631-853-8200 
Rachel’s Hope (Post Abortion): 888-456-4673 
Response Crisis Center: (Suicide Hotline): 631-751-7500 
The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200 

Caring for Creation is living out our 
Catholic faith.  The Church, following 
the teaching of Jesus, throughout time 
has exhorted believers to work for the 

common good, which calls for 
dignifying life in all its forms, caring 

for our common home, and committing 
to the construction of more just, 

supportive, fraternal, and peaceful 
societies . 

We remember the family and friends of, 
 

Debra Wakefield 
 

Safely Home in the arms of our Lord 

RESPECT LIFE: 
 

All parishioners are encouraged to 
join us in prayers for expectant 

mothers, unborn children, the sick and 
the elderly. We are in a spiritual battle 

for the protection of the 
most vulnerable in our 
society.  Please be their 

voices!  Speak for those who have no 
voice.   

Make a visit each Monday any time 
from 1:30PM to 7PM during 

Adoration in the main church.  Pray 
the rosary @ 8Am in the main church 

or at home with your family. 
The babies, the sick and the elderly 

need your spiritual support! 

 

Our Food Pantry Needs: 
 

WE ARE FULLY STOCKED AT 
THE MOMENT! 

 
Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity 

Collecting new and gently used baby items and delivering them to the 
Life Center of Long Island. These items benefit mothers, children, and 
expectant mothers in need. Your donations build a community that 
supports mothers who choose life for their unborn children under 
difficult circumstances. Suggested donation items: Diapers, wipes, 
bottles. Gently used baby and toddler items such as car seats, high chairs, 
strollers, clothing, toys, etc. New baby and toddler items, including 

diapers, wipes, formula, baby food, clothing, etc. 

PLEASE DROP OFF AT: 56 TILLOTSON AVENUE, ST.JAMES, NY 

Gods love is a gift 
That soothes the heart 

Lifts the Spirit 
And brings hope to the 

world 
That it needs more than ever. 

http://www.childrenscommunityhs.org
http://www.memorycare.com
http://www.lifecenterli.org/


WHAT CAN YOU DO TO LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 







Reflecting and Preparing for Next Sunday, February 19th, 2023 
The Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

O U R  O V E R - B U R D E N E D  P L A N E T  

https://ronrolheiser.com 

Creating the human race may be the single biggest mistake that evolution made. Douglas Abrams writes this 
in The Book of Hope, a book he co-authored with Jane Goodall. While that is a rather despairing view, in the 
end, this book is a book of hope, though not without it issuing a dire warning: There are now over eight 
billion people on this planet and already we are using up nature’s limited resources faster than nature can 
replace them. In less than thirty years from now, there will probably be ten billion of us and if we carry on 
with business as usual, that could spell the end of the earth as we know it. 

What do we need to do to turn this around? Goodall and Abrams suggest four things: 

First, we must alleviate poverty. When people are hungry and desperate, their thoughts are not on the big 
picture, namely, the long-range future and the overall good of all humans and the planet. Understandably, 
their thoughts will be focused on survival and there will be no hesitation in cutting down the last tree to grow 
food or catching that last fish still alive. Desperation and concern for the big picture generally don’t go 
together.   

Second, we must reduce the unsustainable lifestyles of the affluent. Mother earth is not a limitless resource 
and cannot continue indefinitely to sustain our present lifestyles. Moreover, this is true not just for the lavish 
lifestyles of the rich, but for all of us in most countries. We haven’t faced the fact that everything is limited 
and hence, we continue to buy in excess, consume in excess, use electrical energy in excess, waste food in 
excess, use gasoline in excess, and create garbage in excess. This cannot continue much longer. Already 
millions of desperate refugees on borders everywhere and dramatic shifts in climate most everywhere are 
telling us that we must make changes, and soon. Our planet is big, but it is finite, and it cannot sustain the 
limitless demands of unexamined consumption.   

Third, we must eliminate corruption and economic self-interest. Without good government and honest 
leadership that focuses on the big picture rather than on its own self-interests, it is impossible to solve our 
enormous social, economic, and environmental problems. As a Barbara Kingsolver character quips in her 
recent novel, Unsheltered, the free-market has the same morality as a cancer cell. The entrepreneurial spirit 
that drives our economies serves us well in many ways and affords us comforts, freedoms, and opportunities 
that few in history have ever had. However, generally it is to the big picture what a cancer cell is to the body, 
a single cell growing on its own without connection to the overall health of the body. Like a cancer cell, the 
free-market (with some exceptions) does not take the big picture and the long-range health of the whole 
body into account. 

Fourth, we must face up to the problems caused by an ever-growing population. For most of history, religious 
and moral voices have literally commanded people to have children. Increase and multiply. This was a sacred 
duty, owed to God and the human race. However, for a large part, this was predicated on fears that the 
human race, like any species, was perennially in danger of becoming extinct. Indeed, there was the constant 
threat that his might happen. Diseases, famines, war, high infant mortality, a short life span, and disasters of 
all kinds constantly threatened the human species. Humans, like every species, needed to ensure that the 
species went on. That made sense, in every way, until this present century. Now, with the looming prospect 
of ten billion people on this planet, the threat of extinction arises more from our sheer number than from 
some external threat. The planet can only accommodate a given number of us at one time. Granted there are 
soul issues, moral issues, and religious issues involved with any talk of limiting human growth. Nonetheless, 
however complex these issues, unexamined growth must now be examined. 

Abrams is wrong. Creating the human race was not a tragic mistake that evolution made! Creating the human 
person was not an accidental and undesired product of blind evolution. God is the author of the process of 
evolution and God doesn’t make mistakes. God intended from the very beginning for us, human persons, to 
emerge from the process. Even more, God intended us to have a very special role in the process, namely, to 
be that place in the process where nature finally becomes conscious of itself and can then proactively help 
God shape the process towards a final peace and unity (the Kingdom of God) that will include all of us and 
the planet itself. 

Humans weren’t a mistake, though admittedly much of our stewarding has been because we tend to think of 
the world as something we can strip mine in any way that benefits us rather than as a garden, with limited 
resources, which we have been asked to care for with love. 


