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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

July  7, 2024 

Fourteenth  Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

for he sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” 

Luke 4:18 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Sean Magaldi, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Father Dennis Gannon-Associate Pastor 

Deacon John Keenan 
 

 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Virginia Portanova 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 631-584-3204 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 
Charlotte Czujko~cczujko@sspj.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 
Barbara Luna~bluna@sspj.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 
Dominick Avento~davento@sspj.org 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Margaret Adams 
 

COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Lynn Sisti 

 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 

Sandra Rago 
 

DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 
John Cordes 

 
SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Diane M. Anderson 
School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 

 
TRUSTEES 

Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 
 

 PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  

Lisa Keane,  Maureen Burke, Nancy Sanders, Peter Suski, Sheila Cavooris 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Collections: ~ 
 

Thanking you for your generosity 
Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:           

$16,700 

Weekly Collection:   Sunday, June 30th, 2024:      

Collections from Weekend masses:                $9,061. 

                        Mail Collections:                    $1,142.                                  

         Faith Direct(126Participants)  WEEKLY  $3,374.04. 

   Total Collection:                    $13,577.04   

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON:USING 

SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US  
IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPT. MICHAEL T. DOLAN- JR.  -D.O, US ARMY                              

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 

ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 

                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

1 LT MICHAEL J BANG –MILITARY INTELLIGENCE  US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 
LT. COMMANDER CHRISTOPHER SHANK MD 

MIDN ERIN NICASTRO, USNA  
MLDN KATE NICASTRO, USNA   

MAJ. BRENDAN JOHNSTON-USAF 
CHRISTOPHER A. HIONIDIS-USAF 

EMMETT MOLONEY –USN 
HANK MOLONEY—USAF 
CARL JOSEPHSON-USAF 

DANIEL JOSEPHSON-USAF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON-USAF 

RICHARD WULFORST, III USA ANG 

LIVE-STREAMING THE 8:00AM SUNDAY MASS 
 

The Sunday at 8:am  is  available to view on our  SSPJ Church Facebook page, 
while it is live at the 8am mass, it can be recalled at any time. 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Sean’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

My Dear Friends in Jesus Christ and our Blessed Mother, 

 

Thank you all for the very warm welcome I experienced this weekend.  You truly 

made me feel at home.  In my homily, I referenced Philip and his conversation 

with Jesus in John 14:8.  He said, "Master, show us the Father, and that will be 

enough for us."  Jesus wants to help us know His Father and the love His Father 

has for us.  Through Jesus' death and resurrection and our baptism, we are now 

adopted sons and daughters of the Father.  Understanding the importance of 

knowing God the Father enlightens us and inspires us in our spiritual journey. 

 

It can sometimes be difficult for us to know God the Father or be close to Him.  

Why is that?  Is it a complicated relationship with our biological father?  Is it 

just that we live in a world where we constantly need to perform for other's 

approval?  Maybe it combines many factors, but a solid relationship with our 

heavenly Father is a significant aspect of our spiritual lives.   

 

Pope Benedict tells us, "Father- with this word I express my certainty that 

someone is there who hears me, who never leaves me alone, who is always 

present...His greatness does not overwhelm me, does not reject me as 

insignificant and unimportant...I am so important to him, I belong so closely to 

him, that I can rightly address him as 'Father.' My being born is not a mistake, 

then, but a grace."  What the pope is telling us is that although we may have 

moments in our lives when we feel unlovable, or that God doesn't care about us, 

or even that he has abandoned us, we can reject those ideas as lies from the 

enemy. 

 

The Lord calls us to start by knowing that He is a foundation on which we can 

build the rest of our lives.  This reassurance of God's love and presence is a 

source of great comfort and security in our spiritual journey.  Like St. Philip, 

we can look to Christ in prayer and ask Him to show us His Father, and that will 

be enough for us. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Sean 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  July 7th, 2024 
Saturday 
July 6th 
Cantor: 
Murtha 

Presider: Father  Joe 
Lector:Dreschler/Gebbia 

EM:Duffy/Sisti/Anderson/
Byrne/Parish 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

John DeLorenzo 
 
 

A Holy Soul in Purgatory 

Sunday 
July 7th 
Cantor:  

Hill 

Presider: Father Joe 
Lector:Cavooris/Luna 

EM:Clarke/Dervan/Diaz/
Koke/LaSerra 

8:00am For the People of  
SSPJ Parish 

Cantor 
Hill 

Presider: Father Gannon 
Lector:Baker/Koke 

EM:Rizzo/Calderone/
Consenz/Amen/Luna 

10:00am Charles Salomon 

Cantor: 
Stefanowski 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Sean 
Lector:Cullen/Latino 

EM:Licari/Napolitano/
Settineri/Stack 

12:00pm 
 
 
 

Rev. William Duhigg 
Mary McDermotte& 

Joe Keane 
Dr. Frank Blazich 

Monday 
July 8th 

 

Adoration 
1:30-7pm 

In the Church 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Jack Halligan 
 

Jack Duffy 

Tuesday 
July 9th 

 

St. Augustine 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Francis Holt 
 

Mark Woods 

Wednesday 
July 10th 

 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Joan &John Purcell 
 

Carol Napolitano 

Thursday 
July 11th 

 

St. Benedict Abbot 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Edward Balsamo 
Collective Mass: 
Patricia Brennan 
Patricia Crowley 

Living ~ Ruth Diaz 

Friday 
July 12th 

 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Patrick Kelly 
 

Patricia Thompson 

Saturday 
July 13th 

Cantor:  
Feeney 

Presider: Father  
Lector:Franco/Merlino 
EM:Damato/Dreschler/

Duffy/Toto/Conti 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 
 

William Maccaro 
 
 

Robert Del Monte 

Sunday 
July 14th 

Cantor: 
Cazzaniga 

Presider: Father  
Lector:Czujko/Marino 
EM:Rizzo/Ramos/Sica/ 

M&P Tully 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 
Parish 

Cantor: 
Lohmann 

Presider: Father  
Lector:O’Connor/Lombardi 
EM:Suski/Clarke/Luna/

Mulhall/Sotomayer 

10:00am Patricia Hoenig 

Cantor: 
Stefanowski 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father   

Lector: Kenten/DeRosa 
EM:Samson/Latino/

Bleggi/Orlando 

12:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

John DeLorenzo 
Maria Fazio 

Msgr. D. Picciano 
Marie William & Lauren 

Csorny 
Aaron Brogna 

We Pray for those who are 
ill… 

 
All powerful God and ever 

living God, the lasting health 
of all who believe in your, 

hear us as we ask your loving 
help for the sick, restore their 
health, that they may again 
offer joyful thanks in your 

church. 

Our Bread & Wine 
Are dedicated to: 

 
Father Tom Haggerty 

 
For the blessing of his 

Priesthood in our parish. 
 

God be with you! 
 

The O’Hara Family 

Alan Piscak 
Amanda Rose Critella 

Benito Fernandez 
Bob Remhild & Family 

Brenden Toomey 
Brian Carr 

Carmela Montesano 
Donna Fabrizio 

Ed Ceraso 
Eric Slone 

Jessie Lokai 
Kathleen Martin 
Larry Baldwin 
Mia Mednick 
Patrice Henry 

Tina Cafaro 

Please contact the Office of Parish 
Social ministry , 631-584-5454, to 
include the name of  a brother or 
sister in need of prayer 



JULY 3RD, 2024 

 
"As we know, Jesus came to bring the Gospel to the world, that is, the good news of 
God’s love for each one of us. Therefore, he is telling us that the Gospel is like a fire, 

because it is a message that, when it erupts into history, burns the old balances of 
living, challenges us to come out of our individualism, challenges us to overcome 

selfishness, challenges us to shift from the slavery of sin and death to the new life of the 
Risen One, of the Risen Jesus."   

MUCH APPRECIATION AND THANKS TO ALL WHO 
SUPPORTED THE ANNUAL SSPJ FAMILY FESTIVAL. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SSPJ FAMILY FESTIVAL SPONSOR:  
 

ISLAND INDUSTRIAL BOILERS 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR RIDE SPONSORS:  
 

Saint James Funeral Home, Inc. and the Maher family  
Scott Kreppein 

The Kieran family 
Three Village Women’s Health, PC 

The Bucaro family 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILY FESTIVAL SUPPORTERS  
The Taurassi Family  

True Innovations, LLC  
TriState Transportation Group, Inc.  

The Mormile family 
Miss Lora’s Tots 

The Todesco Family 
Hurtado and Zeman families 

EDDIE’S POWER EQUIPMENT, INC. 
Ocean Janitorial Supply 

 

Thank you all for making this event a success!! See you next year! 
 
 



Bulletins will be posted on the sspj.org website shortly… 
On line page is under repair. 
Apologies for the inconvenience... 



Sister T’s Reflection for Us All This Week and Always... 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
 As we celebrate the 248th year of our independence from England I started 
looking up different definitions of the word ‘freedom’. As a Catholic Christian I 
found some definitions that referred to the teachings of Jesus Christ. In essence 
‘freedom’ gives us the ability to choose good and live according to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. Of course we need to be guided by a well-informed conscience. 
 
 Just as “peace is not the absence of conflict but the ability to cope with it”, 
“true freedom is not the absence of constraints but choosing to do the right thing 
that helps us live in harmony with God’s plan”. Freedom caries along with-it 
responsibilities such as: 
 

Respecting others’ Freedom 
Moral Accountability  
Personal Responsibility 
Promotion of Justice  
Self-Discipline 
Spiritual Growth 
 

 Just to name a few. Sadly, for some it can mean I can do what I want, when I want, 
and how I want it to be, taking no one else into consideration. This is a far cry 
from what freedom really is. How do I live out my freedom? Do I realize that I am 
free and have responsibilities? Am I willing to help others who lack freedom to 
obtain it? Do I respect the rights of others? Do my life choices take others into 
consideration? 
 
 During this week observe how you honor your freedom. Do you pray for those less 
fortunate? Keep in mind all those who have helped us keep our freedom, whisper a 
prayer for them. Have a good week. 
 
Till next week, 
 
Sister Theresita 



 

SCAN ME! 

The Diocese of Rockville Center is hosting its annual Camp 
Quo Vadis for youth in grades 8 through 12 on July 27th at 

St. Anthony's High School. This initiative helps high school 
students better understand the question, “Where are you 

going? " The day includes Mass with Bishop Barres, 
inspiring talks, lunch, games, and Holy Hour.  To register 

for this worthy experience, please visit 
campquovadis.com.  



FAITH SHARING GROUP! 
 

 Will be meeting Wednesday mornings from 10 to 11 o’clock in the Philip and James room, 
beginning July 10. For the first four weeks, they  will be discussing  

Matthew Kelly’s book  Holy Moments  
 

Any questions, please call the parish center office at 631-584-5454 

THANKYOU MUSIC MINISTRY 
ENJOY THE SUMMER! 

 
 

This weekend’s theme is welcome in not 
out. 

All Are Welcome, the gathering hymn 
tells us that we are all welcome in God’s 
house. We need to Open Our Eyes so we 

can see God’s face, hear his voice and live 
like him. This told to us by the 

Presentation hymn. 
 

I would like to thank and recognize the 
instrumentalists and cantors who play and 

sing through the summer. 
 

Cantors – Adults                                                                      
Teens 

Barbara Meringolo                                                         
Katelyn Feeney 
Jane Lohmann                                                                 
Kaeley Murtha 

Jeannie Hill                                                                       
Madison McCulloh 

Laura Lupinacci                                                              
Nicole LoCastro 
Grace Cazzaniga 

Lynette Stefanowski 
Susan Ricci~ Flute 
Tim Adams~ Guitar 

 
These members play and sing all year 

long. The parish thanks them for the time, 
dedication and commitment they give to 

this ministry. 
 



Helpful Phone Numbers~ YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 
 
Dept. of Social Services: 631-854-2300 
Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124 
Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827 
Alzheimer’s Disease: 631-954-2323 
American Red Cross L.I.: 516-747-3500 
Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-
550-4900 
Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 
Brookhaven Youth Counseling: 631-451-8011 
Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546 
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-
0480 
Children’s Community: 631-585-2020, 631-476-9698  
www.childrenscommunityhs.org 
Domestic Violence Hotline (Vibes): 631-360-3607  
Elder Abuse: 631-761-7470 
Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547 
Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542 
Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758 
Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030 
In Home Care- Home Instead: 631-724-2273 
LI Against Domestic Violence: 631-666-8833 
LI Head Start:631-732-7100 
L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833 
Memory Care in NY: www.memorycare.com 
Mental Health Emergency:  631-952-3333 
Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262 
Nassau/Suffolk Law: 631-232-2400 
National Aging in place-L.I. Chapter: 631-383-4341 
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-784-2433 
Office for the Aging: 631-853-8200 
Overeaters Anonymous 631-260-6615 www.SuffolkOA.org 
Rachel’s Hope (Post Abortion): 888-456-4673 
Response Crisis Center: (Suicide Hotline): 631-751-7500 
The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200 

Collecting new and gently used baby items and 
delivering them to the Life Center of Long Island. 

These items benefit mothers, children, and 
expectant mothers in need. Your donations build a 
community that supports mothers who choose life 

for their unborn children under difficult 
circumstances. Suggested donation items: Diapers, 
wipes, bottles. Gently used baby and toddler items 
such as car seats, high chairs, strollers, clothing, 
toys, etc. New baby and toddler items, including 
diapers, wipes, formula, baby food, clothing, etc. 
PLEASE DROP OFF AT: 56 TILLOTSON AVENUE, 

ST.JAMES, NY   

SPECIAL REQUEST:  SUMMER CLOTHES 
SIZE 2T-4T  BOYS AND GIRLS 

 

Parish Social Ministry 

 

 

We remember, 
 

Charles F. Ruf 
 

Safely home in the arms of Jesus 

 

IT’S EASY TO MAKE CHANGES 
 

Wasting Electricity.  Power plants are the 
biggest polluters on the planet.   
When we leave lights and appliances on 
unnecessarily, heat or cool unoccupied 
rooms, or fail to insulate homes and water 
heaters, we add to the pollution. 

Our Food Pantry Needs: 
  

Canned Potatoes 
Canned Fruit 

 
Thank you so very much! 

  

The next meeting of the Seniors will be on  
July 8th  from 1:30 -3:30  

In the Sts. Philip & James Room. 
New members are always WELCOME!  

Please join us for an  
afternoon of faith, fun, and friendship. 

THE RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE  
 
 

In two years, we will celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the signing of 

the Declaration of 
Independence.  Will we recognize 
our country as securing the right 

to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness?  Please pray with us as 

we try to protect these rights 
especially for the unborn and please 

pray the Rosary every day for all 
life.   

 

http://www.childrenscommunityhs.org
http://www.memorycare.com
http://www.SuffolkOA.org
http://www.lifecenterli.org/


golf 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!   
WE ARE AT 71% OF GOAL 

 
TOTALS RECEIVED AS OF 

 July 2nd, 2024   
 

*GOAL: $102,000*  
PLEDGES: $72,575.  PAYMENTS: $57,313. 



Reflecting and Preparing for Next Sunday, July 14th, 2024 
The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI  ~ 

https://ronrolheiser.com 

P R A Y I N G  W H E N  I T  S E E M S  U S E L E S S  

 

Prayer is most needed just when it seems most useless. Michael J. Buckley, one of the major spiritual mentors 
in my life, wrote those words. What does he mean by them? 

In the face of so many problems we can get the feeling that praying about them is useless. For example, in the 
face of the discouragement and helplessness we feel before some of the mega problems in our world, it is 
easy to feel that praying about them is useless. What will my prayer do vis-à-vis the wars raging in different 
parts of the world? What’s the value of my prayer in the face of injustice, famine, racism, and sexism? What 
will my prayer do vis-à-vis the divisions and hatred now dividing our communities? It is easy to feel that 
praying about these situations is useless. 

The same holds true about how we often feel about the value of prayer when serious illnesses beset us. Will 
prayer bring about a cure for someone with terminal cancer? Do we really expect a miraculous cure? Mostly, 
we don’t, but we continue to pray despite the feeling that our prayer won’t in fact change the situation. Why? 

Why pray when it seems useless to do so? Theologians and spiritual writers have given us various 
perspectives on this which are helpful, though not adequate. Prayer, they say, is not meant to change the 
mind of God, but to change the mind of the person who is praying. We don’t pray to put God on our side; we 
pray to put ourselves on God’s side. As well, we have been taught that the reason it might seem that God 
doesn’t answer our prayers is that God, like a loving parent, knows what is good for us and answers our 
prayers by giving us what we really need rather than what we naively want. C.S. Lewis once said that we will 
spend a lot of time in eternity thanking God for those prayers that God didn’t answer. 

All of this is true and important. God’s ways are not our ways. Faith asks us to give God the space and time to 
be God, without having to conform to our very limited expectations and habitual impatience. We can indeed 
be grateful that God doesn’t answer many of our prayers according to our expectations. 

But still, still … when Jesus invited us to pray, he didn’t do so with a caveat: but you need to ask for the right 
things if you expect me to answer your prayer. No, he simply said: Ask and you will receive. He also said 
that some demons are only cast out by prayer and fasting. 

So, how might the demons of violence, division, hatred, war, hunger, global warming, famine, racism, sexism, 
cancer, heart disease, and the like be cast out by prayer? How is prayer useful in any practical way in the face 
of these issues? 

In brief, prayer doesn’t just change the person who is praying, it also changes the situation. When you pray 
you are in fact part of the situation about which you are praying. Sincere prayer helps you become the change 
you are praying to bring about. For example, praying for peace helps you to calm your own heart and bring a 
more peaceful heart into the world. 

While this is true, there is also a deeper reality at play. More deeply, when we pray there is something 
happening that goes beyond how we normally imagine the simple interplay between cause and effect. By 
changing ourselves we are changing the situation; yes, but in a deeper way than we normally imagine. 

As Christians, we believe that we are part of a body, the Body of Christ, and that our union there with each 
other is more than some idealized corporate community. Rather, we are part of a living organism in which 
every part affects every other part, just as in a physical body. Because of this, for us, there is no such a thing 
as a private act – good or bad. I hesitate to suggest that this is analogous to the immune system inside the 
human body because this is more than an analogy. It’s real, organic. Just as in a human body there is an 
immune system which protects the health of the overall body by killing off cells and viruses that are 
endangering its health, so too inside the Body of Christ. At all times, we are either healthy cells bringing 
strength to the immune system inside the Body of Christ or we are a virus or cancerous cell threatening its 
health. Praying about an issue makes a difference because it helps strengthen the immune system inside the 
Body of Christ – precisely as it is dealing with the issue about which we are praying. While on the surface 
prayer can sometimes feel useless, it is doing something vital underneath – something most needed precisely 
when we feel that our prayer is useless. 


