May 2nd, 2021

631-584-5454

1 Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780

The Parish of Saints Philip and James

Fifth Sunday of Easter

“I AM THE TRUE VINE, and my Father is the vine grower. He
takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one
that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned
because of the word that I spoke to you.
Remain in me, as I remain in you.”

John 15: 1-8

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”

Daily Mass: 7:30am and 9:15 am
Saturday 5pm Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon
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Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:

Weekly Collection: Sunday April 25th 2021 :
Faith Direct : (126Participants)
Total Collections:

$17,890.

$12,210.
3,253.
$ 15,463.

FAITH DIRECT: VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON:
USING SSPJ PARISH CODE: NY232

Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the
Parish Center Office.
Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD
STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11
of the Federal Bankruptcy Law.
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months:
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc

Father Tom’s Letter
Dear Friends,
From shepherd to gardener! In today’s gospel Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the branches.” He reminds us that
healthy plants need pruning, and that this pruning process brings forth more abundant and stronger blooms. He also says,
“Remain in me”. That phrase is both very comforting and very challenging, for as Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, says, Jesus asks
his disciples to “remain” which is different from “stay stuck”. Jesus is preparing them for their going out as he himself
moves on. Jesus prepares us to go out as Apostles of Hope, to be active, engaged participants in worship, in service and
in community. While the pathway may differ for each of us, we are all called and we are all chosen to be vital branches,
witnessing to the hope of our vine, Jesus. Remember, as St. Augustine said hundreds of years ago, “It is beyond dispute
that a vine and its branches are of one and the same stock.”
A happy feast day to all as we celebrate our patrons, Philip and James, on their feast day, this Monday, May 3rd. Like
them, we too as Apostles of Hope in our own day are called to bring light into the darkness. During these days of Easter
we often hear readings from the Acts of the Apostles. These early disciples, including Philip and James, met the
challenges of their days, bringing the Light of Christ to those around them, dispelling darkness and fear, building
community and hope. We also live in challenging times, and are also called to dispel darkness and fear and build
community and hope. To help meet this call I again invite you to consider being a part of our developing “Dream
Team”. Please call the Parish Center and leave your name and number. I also invite you on Monday to make a visit to
church to say a prayer for our parish. From 1:30-7pm we host Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. I know not everyone
can come to church on Monday, but each of us could at home take a few moments, alone or with family, to pray that we
continue to grow as Apostles of Hope.
This weekend we will begin celebrating First Communions at the 9:15 Saturday morning Mass as we did last year. Due
to restrictions caused by the pandemic, families will be celebrating in small groups throughout the months of May and
June. The children are encouraged to continue to wear their communion outfits to Mass during those months. When you
see a First Communicant, please be sure to congratulate them and let them know how pleased we are to welcome them to
the Lord’s table.
During May we honor Mary, the Mother of Jesus. One of Mary’s many titles is Queen of Peace. Each day of May let’s
say an extra prayer - perhaps when praying grace - asking Mary to help us to bring peace to our world and to our
families. So much violence fills our newspapers and our media. May Mary guide us to non-violent alternatives for
resolving conflicts and expressing emotions. We will have the traditional May crowning following the 10am Mass on
Mother’s Day, May 9th.
Many thanks to all who joined in our Spring Forward raffle! The raffle proceeds will help offset the loss of
revenue from our Irish Night which we were not able to host due to Covid. Your support and generosity is much needed
and greatly appreciated. Congratulations to the winners posted in this weeks bulletin!
Thanks also to all helping us to move closer toward reaching our pledge goal in the Catholic Ministries Appeal. As you
know, when we reach goal, the rebate becomes our largest parish fundraiser and is needed to help us reach the shortfall in
collections during the pandemic. Please, if you can, consider making a pledge or donation this week.
And,

Losing weight doesn't seem to be working for me, so from now I'm going to concentrate on getting taller.
If it’s true that stress brings on weight loss, then why am I not invisible?
The toughest part of a diet isn't watching what you eat. It's watching what other people eat.

Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Mass Intentions, For the week of May 2nd, 2021
Saturday

Sunday

9:15am

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: C. Burke
EM: A. Mantia

Thomas Powers

5:00pm

Steve Rannazzisi

May 2nd, 2021

8am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: J. Contrino
EM: E. Sotomayer

10:00am

Rosemarie Sherow

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Rev. Richard Hendel
Msgr. Charles Guarino
James Sangemino
Michael McMahon
Rosemarie Sherow
Lucia Morando

May 3rd, 2021

7:30am

Vera & Vincent Mulvehill

9:15am

Catherine Sammarco

7:30am

Gregoria Diaz

9:15am

Robert Permenter

7:30am

Joseph McKenna

9:15am

Patricia DeWeerdt

May 1st, 2021

Presider: Father Tom

Lector: P. O’Hara
EM: M. Kenney

Eucharistic Adoration

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: L. Just
EM:B. Luna

Monday’s from 1:30pm7pm
In the Church
Monday

In the Mass and in
Eucharistic Adoration we
meet the merciful love of
God that passes through
the Heart of Jesus Christ.
Pope John Paul II
Remembering in Our Prayers~
Angie Mingione
Angela Amoroso
Anna Ormsby
Avery Akhogba
Arthur Gureck
Baby Ben
Barbara Bombace
Barbara Ruland
Mattia Rose Lubrano
Belinda Groneman
Belinda Vega
Brianna Florio
Bob Keenan
Carol
Charles Figliosi
Claudia Chandler
Daniel Radice
Deirdre W.
Dolores North
Donna Patrissi
Dorothy Mitchell
Dylan Beach
Ella
Ellie Walsh
Ginny & John Rief
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Helen
Ida Wehman
Joanna
Jack Donohue
John Cronin
John DeStefano
J.C.
Joseph S.
Luis Anthony

Antonette Sabatino
James Macchiano
John Harney
Jim Hanrahan
Judy Rampola
Kathleen N.
Kitty Cronin
Leon Donach
Lynn McDonnell
Mark Geld
Mark Hildreth
Mary Fresi
Maryann Kevlin
Maria Clark
Marie del Ciello
Marilyn Suli
Matthew Parrella
Marie & Frank Fiecco
Michael Fisher
Mike Lofaro
Monsignor Iocavacci
Pasquale Savarese
Peter Bertrand
Peter Donach
P.I.
Ricardo Buffit
Riordan Cavooris
Sara Jean Andersen
Stephen Dolce
Tara Cesarski
Tom Kiernan
Vivien Cordes
Victoria Zubrycky
Vicki Archdeacon
Veronica Broderick

Tuesday

Wednesday

May 4th, 2021

May 5th, 2021

Thursday

May 6th, 2021

7:30am
9:15am

Rita Schifilliti
Collective Mass:
Harry J. Schrader
Kelly Diane Smith

Friday

May 7th, 2021

7:30am

Joan Purcell

9:15am

Cherumoodu James

May 8th, 2021

9:15am

Richard Cembrale

Lector: A. Kaiser
EM: L. Sisti

5:00pm

No Intentions

May 9th, 2021
Presider: Father Joe
Lector: E. Dobres
EM: M. Kenney

8:00am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: C. Lombardi
EM: E. Sotomayer

10:00am

Mother’s Day Novena

Collective Mass

12:00pm

No Intentions

Saturday

Sunday

Presider: Father Joe

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: C. Rubano
EM: B. Luna

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: MAY 1ST AND 2ND, 2021
FOR CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Half of the money collected in parishes with schools such as SSPJ Parish, and parishes that support
regional schools, stays with the SCHOOL. The other half of the monies collected are sent to the Diocese
and is given to Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation for scholarships.
The Tomorrow's Hope Foundation gives hundreds of children the opportunity to attend Catholic
elementary schools.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Happy Feast Day of Sts. Philip & James SSPJ Parish
May 3rd, 2021
May their example lead us to walk together as Apostles of Hope

God our Father, every year you give us joy. on the festival
of the apostles Philip and James. By the help of their
prayers. may we share in the suffering, death, and
resurrection. of your only Son. and come to the eternal
vision of your glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you.

Our drawing was held on 4/25/21 and
the winners are:
#15724
Nancy Cohen
$5,000.
#8969
Chris Ring
$2,500.
#14884
Vita Salomon
$1,000
#9471
McGily Family $ 500.
#5755
Sofarelli Family $ 250.

Thank you to
all who
participated.
The proceeds of
the raffle will
help to offset
the loss of
revenue from
the absence of
Irish Night
which we were
not able to
host due to
Covid.
Your support
and generosity
is much needed
and greatly
appreciated.

Parish Social Ministry
Food...it nourishes us, it sustains us, it
supports our lives….
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:

CANNED CORNED BEEF HASH
PAPER TOWELS
DIAPERS SIZES 4 & 5

Remembering in Our Prayers

Thomas G. Unverzagt
Colleen M. Gerber
Edward J. Condolff
Lucretia Sessano

Safely home in the arms of Jesus

The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use of it
we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future
generations and towards humanity as a whole. . . Our duties
towards the environment are linked to our duties towards the
human person, considered in himself and in relation to others. It
would be wrong to uphold one set of duties while trampling on
the other. (Pope Benedict XVI, Charity in Truth [Caritas in
Veritate],

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
May is the month of Mary so for the next 3 Sundays before Pentecost we will be
singing one Mary song. This weekend our presentation is Immaculate Mary. These
hymns should be familiar to everyone so plan on singing along. Remember you have
the chance to print the words to all the songs for the weekend Masses. The hymns are
listed in the parish website under Fr. Tom’s reflection. I will also be adding, if you
haven’t already noticed, the Psalm for the weekend. So, there is no excuse for not
singing. Of course, softer in church, louder at home.
The baptism music ministry needs singers and instrumentalists. If you play an
instrument or sing the ministry could REALLY use your help. You need not be in the
choir to help. This is open to the parish at large. Adult and teens welcome.
It will take only a bite size piece of you time. Baptisms are twice a month at 2pm. The
more people there are the less the commitment. The music is easy and the same at
every baptism. We are socially distant and in a safe space.
So, please think about joining. Contact me, Margaret Adams at the Parish Center if
you can help. sspjmusicministry@gmail.com or 631-584-5454
Happy May !!

SSPJ School Is Making Beautiful MUSIC!!

This Week from Sister T
Dear Friends,
Last Thursday we celebrated Earth Day, and I received
a reflection from a friend about grass. I found it so
delightful and inspirational that I thought I would share
some of it with you.
Did you ever notice where grass grows? So many times,
it come up in-between cracks in the sidewalk or in spots
you would not imagine. “I am grass. We are grass. We
need to grow where we are planted… Not necessarily
where we are expected… And when we are stepped upon
and crushed – Holy Spirit – renew us that we may come
back stronger and not allow anything to stuff us in a box,
or keep us in our place… If we are living in His image,
we are not meant to be stifled…” (Franciscan Media).
When I read this, I so identified with the grass! You try
to grow where you are and at times you can be stepped
on, whether it be ideas or projects or just ways of being.
The Holy Spirit and prayer need to be part of the healing
and going forth… the energy to be renewed. There are
times after being stepped on that the grass looks bent
and broken, but we, through prayer and the support of
others, are able to lift our heads and look to the Son! So
it is with the grass; it struggles to look at the sun and
continue to grow.
Can we be like the grass, and grow where we are least
expected to be? Can we survive being stepped on,
crushed? Can we be flexible enough to go to a new space,
an uninvited place, and be find a way to grow? These are
tall orders, but if the grass can do it, so can we! All those
things that get in the way of our growth are just
stumbling blocks that have no life; we, the grass, are a
living organism.
Earth Day helps us remember the beauty and frailty of
our planet, and the wonder of our God. (Make sure to
check out the full moon this week!) If God took the time
to make all these wonderful creations, don’t you think
He would make sure to take care of us? Trust and spring
back from crushing blows, the Lord is near!
Take time this week and see how you are like the
growing grass. See how you respond to all the things that
can and will happen to grass, for we all part of this
wonderful earth.
Till next week,
Sister Theresita

P.S.: We in our local community prayed an Earth Day
prayer and here are two quotes that were part of the
service. Thought you might want to ponder these as well:
"You cannot get through a single day without having an
impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference, and you have to decide what kind of
difference you want to make."
Jane Goodall
"Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but
one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we do
to ourselves. All things are bound together... all things
connect."
Chief Seattle

Due to circumstances that are beyond our control, unforeseen obstacles
may arise that prohibit our ability to communicate our “live stream events”
on the parish website’s : Facebook page: SSPJ Church
We appreciate your understanding
There are occasions when the livestream filming becomes available later on
in a given day, however that is not always guaranteed.

SSPJ SCHOOL NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY IS NOT ONLY SPREADING
SEEDS OF FAITH…
THEY ARE SPREADING MULCH TOO!!!!

God Bless Our Confirmation Students , Sponsors and Families
Confirmation, Saturday, April 24th, 2021

Holy Spirit, strengthen our SSPJ
Confirmandi with your gifts of Wisdom,
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude,
Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord, as
a disciple of Christ.
Fill them with the joy of your presence.

Increase in them the fruit of your Spirit.
Help them to experience and trust your
dwelling within, so that they may count on
your guidance today and every day.
Show us the way to help one another
become better disciples of Jesus Christ,
sharing your love with our world and with
each person we encounter.
Amen.

2021 ~Catholic Ministries Appeal
The 2021 Goal for SSPJ is: $105,300.
Status as of April 27th, 2021
Pledges: $63,251. Payments Received: $42,730.
We are at 60% of GOAL!! Thank you!

2021 CMA
GOAL
$105,300
Thermometer
represents
Payments received
at
04/27/21

GOAL:
$105,300

Pledges at
4/27/21
$63,251.

Payments at
04/27/21

$42,730.

Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~May 9th, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI
OUR HEART IS STRONGER THAN OUR WOUNDS
Ten years before his death in 1996, Henri Nouwen was beset by a depression that nearly broke him. While in
treatment, he wrote a very powerful book, The Inner Voice of Love, in which he humbly and candidly shared his
struggles and the efforts it took to overcome them. At times, he felt completely overwhelmed by his wounds and
obsessions and was on the edge of drowning, of collapse, when the only thing he could do was cry. Eventually
though he found again his inner strength and emerged resilient, ready to re-enter his life with renewed energy.
Remarking on what he learned from this inner collapse and his eventual return to health, he writes that, in the
end, our hearts are stronger than our wounds.
That’s a powerful affirmation of a hard-earned truth; but is it always true? Are our hearts always stronger than our
wounds? Do we always have the resources deep down to overcome our wounds?
Sometimes yes, as in the case of Nouwen; but sometimes no, as we see in the broken lives of so many.
Sometimes, it seems wounds overpower the heart. Perhaps one poignant example can serve to illustrate this.
There is a sad, tragic, haunting line in the well-known song, I Dreamed a Dream, from the popular musical, Les
Miserables. The story told in Les Miserables, as we know, is based on Victor Hugo’s classic book by that title which
tells a series of stories about how poverty and oppression can break the hearts, backs, and lives of the poor. One
of Hugo’s characters, Fantine, is a single mother, abandoned by the man she loves and nursing a broken heart.
She is also struggling to provide her daughter with the basic needs of life, struggling with a job and working
conditions that are ruining her health, and struggling with sexual harassment from her boss that culminates in her
unfair dismissal from her job. At a certain point, it’s too much, her health breaks, she collapses, and in her dying
farewell sings out a lament that suggests that our hearts aren’t always stronger than our wounds; but
sometimes there are storms we cannot weather. Sometimes the heart cannot weather the storm and collapses
under the weight of its wounds.
Who’s right – Nouwen or Fantine? I suspect they both are, depending on one’s circumstance, inner health, and
emotional resources. An old adage says, whatever doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger! True enough, providing it
doesn’t kill you. Sadly, sometimes it does. Sometimes what weighs us down does kill us. I suspect that everyone
reading this has had a first-hand experience of someone you knew and loved breaking down and dying, either by
suicide or some other collapse of this sort, due to a broken life, a broken heart, a broken psyche, a wound that
overpowered his or her heart.
Thus, when we look at the truth of Nouwen’s affirmation that our hearts are stronger than our wounds and the
(seeming) antithetical truth that sometimes our wounds can kill the heart, we need to add a further truth which
embraces both sides of this: God’s grace, forgiveness, and love are stronger than our wounds, our collapses, our
failures, and seeming despairs.
Sometimes in our struggles we can access the inner strength buried below our wounds which will enable us to rise
above them and walk again in health, strength, and enthusiasm. However, sometimes our wounds so paralyze the
heart that we can no longer access the strength that lies deep within us. In this life, that kind of brokenness can
look and feel like a terminal collapse, a sadness for which there is no healing, a despair, a wasted life. However,
whenever a collusion of bitter circumstance and mental fragility break someone, when a person’s heart is no longer
stronger than his or her wounds, we can take refuge in a deeper truth and consolation, namely, the strength that
lies within God’s heart: God’s grace, understanding, and love are stronger than our wounds, our collapses,
our failures, and seeming despairs.

What sets Christian faith apart from most other religions (as well as from all prosperity gospels) is that Christianity
is a religion of grace and not primarily of self-effort (important though that is). As Christians, we don’t have to save
ourselves, don’t have to get our lives right all on our own. Indeed, nobody ever does. As St. Paul says so clearly in
his farewell message in Romans 1-8, none of us ever get our lives right on the basis of our own strength. That’s
also true in terms of overcoming our wounds. All of us are weak and break down sometimes. However, and this is
the point, when the storms of life overpower us, when we reach down for strength to withstand the storm only to
find out that the storm is stronger than we are, we need then to reach still deeper and there we will find that God’s
heart is stronger than our brokenness.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

