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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, 

Says your God.” 

Isaiah 40: 1 

December 6th, 2020 

Second Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
This is my one-word prayer: 
  
Patience... 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 
Deacon Ken Maher 

 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Virginia Portanova 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Martin Marut,  Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro 

  

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:                                                                                                 $17,890.                           

                          Weekly Collection:    Sunday  November 29th, 2020                                                                 $  16,478. 

                                                 Faith Direct :     (121 Participants)                                                                                 3,044. 

                                                                         Total Weekly Collection:                                                                                        $19,522. 

    SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22nd:                                                                                                                                             $14,751. 

  Thank you for your generosity       

                            

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 

FAITH DIRECT: 
GO TO SSPJ.ORG 

CLICK ON THE FAITH 
DIRECT ICON 

Parish of Saints Philip and 
James account code 

NY232 when signing up 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 
 
In today’s readings we hear from both Isaiah and John the Baptist.  Fr. Jude Siciliano, OP, writes: 

Like Isaiah and John the Baptist we are called to bring comfort and good news to others. We try to stay focused 
as we share the true meaning of this season with those nearest to us and with others we meet on the way that 
God has opened for us. With John we can feel like voices crying out in the wilderness as we call our world to 
reform and prepare for the coming of God and God’s ways. 

 

Isaiah’s call to comfort and John’s call to prepare both require patience.  Have you ever tried to comfort a squirming 
child?  or find words to offer solace to a hurting adult?  Have you ever tried to help someone prepare for a major event – 
an exam, a wedding, a birth?  In doing any of these activities, has your patience ever been put to the test?  During this 
season of Advent, as we anticipate the feast of Christmas, is it ever hard to be patient?  In our time of fast action and 
immediate response, we hear the words, “with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one 
day”?  What??!! 
 
How do we cultivate patience?  An image from nature (and Scripture) can be helpful.  If you’ve ever planted seeds in a 
garden, you know that cultivation includes nurturing with food and water, placement in an area with both sufficient light 
and warmth, watching for and removing weeds which may try to encroach, and – loving.  It might be a caring eye, a 
tender touch or even an encouraging word.  All these can help the plant to bloom, but in God’s time.  We can’t rush the 
bloom.  Patience - and care - are essential. 
 
So, can any of this apply to cultivating patience in ourselves?  I think so. During Advent we can nurture our hopes and 
desires for Jesus bringing new birth to our lives – even during these challenging days of pandemic restrictions.  How?  
Try taking some quiet time for prayer -- even five minutes a day.  Light a candle.  Perhaps one day you might spend your 
time repeating, Come, Lord Jesus.  Or you might take a day to speak with an Advent person from Scripture.  John the 
Baptist (how did you deal with those who wouldn’t listen to you?)  Or Isaiah (how might I offer comfort to others this 
year?)   Or Mary (how did you nurture your faith in the midst of so many unknowns?).  Perhaps you can spread comfort 
to others by choosing a “star” in our “Pick-a-Star”. (Info is in this bulletin.) And we can patiently be watchful for 
“weeds” which can overtake us this holiday season, trying to make us lose patience – especially in this time of covid 
fears.   
 
But most of all, patience calls us to view life with a loving eye – recognizing while all may not be perfect (including 
ourselves), God’s love is always present to patiently guide, forgive and encourage us.  During these days of Advent, let’s 
comfort and prepare as God does – with great patience. 
 
Monday, December 8th, is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.  Masses are Monday, December. 7th at 5pm 
and Tuesday, December 8th at 7:30am, 9:15am and 7pm.  We will be participating in the National Evening Praying for 
Respect Life with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following the 7 pm Mass. This year due to the pandemic, 
exposition will end with Benediction at 10pm. 
 
And, I received this “carol for our times”: 

We three kings are six feet apart. 
We'll Purell before we depart. 
We've been tested, as suggested 
Careful are we and smart! 
Oh, do our masks go with our gowns? 
Do these face shields hide our crowns? 
We've had plenty 20-20. 
Still, we head toward David's town… 
 
                                                                                                           Peace, 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  December 6th, 2020                                                                        

Saturday December 5th 2020  
Presider: Father Joe 

Lector: M. Dreschler 
EM: D. Anderson 

 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Donna DiIorio 
 
 

Nunzio & Carmela Salerno 

Sunday December 6th, 2020 
Presider:  Father Joe 
Lector: G. Fitzpatrick 

EM: V. Portanova 

8am For The People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: J. Contrino 

EM: B. Luna 

10:00am Campanelli & 
Lamaruggine Families 

 Collective Mass 
Presider:  Father Tom 
Lector: M. Cashman 

EM: P. Parish 

12:00pm Robert Remhild 
Margaret Dellegar 

Ralph Duhning 
Mary Smith 

Vincent Danese 

Monday December 7th, 2020 
St. Ambrose 

 
Vigil Mass 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
5:00pm 

Thomas A. McGrath 
 

Maureen Garvey 

Tuesday December 8th, 2020~ 
The Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

7:30am 
9:15am 

 
7:00pm 

Anthony Zielinski 
Maria Verdi 

 
Cathy Grayson 

Wednesday December 9th, 2020~ 
St. Juan Diego 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Paul DeWeerdt 
 

Joann Boccia 

Thursday December 10th, 2020~  

 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Neal Moriarity 
Collective Mass: 
Joseph Saunders 

Friday December 11th, 2020~ 
St. Damasus I 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Edward M. Souza 
 

Eugene Krug 

Saturday December 12th, 2020~ 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: L. Halluska 

EM: L. Sisti 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Living~Pasquale Savarese 
 
 

Susan M. Ormiston 

Sunday December 13th, 2020 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: B. O’Leary 
EM: M. Sehne 

 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: M. Koke 
EM: H. Orlando 

10:00am Living Karl Walz & 
Carol Walz 

 Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: V. Rubano 

EM: P. Parish 

12:00pm Toni Donals 
Gammino, Rizzo, 

SantoSpirito, Concert & 
Cillo Families 

Anthony LoGiudice 

Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 

Anna Ormsby 
Antoinette Fisher 

Arthur Gureck 
Baby Ben 

Barbara Bombace 
Barbara Ruland 

Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Belinda Groneman  

Belinda Vega 
Brianna Florio 

Bob Keenan 
Brendan 

Claudia Chandler 
Daniel Radice 

Deirdre W. 
Dolores North 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Dylan Beach 
Ellie Walsh 

Gary McLean 
Ginny & John Rief 

Gladys Blake 
Gregory Parker 

Ida Wehman 
Jack Donohue 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
J.C. 

Joseph S. 

Luis Anthony 
Antonette Sabatino 

Joseph Galletta 
Judy Cunnius 
Judy Rampola 

Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin 
Leon Donach 
Mary Fresi 

Maryann Kevlin 
Maria Clark 

Marie del Ciello  
Matthew Parrella 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Monsignor Iocavacci 

Pasquale Savarese 
Peter Donach 

P.I. 
Ricardo Buffit 

Richard Cembrale 
Riordan Cavooris 

Sara Jean Andersen 
Stephen Dolce 
Theresa Kassay 
Tara Cesarski 
Vivien Cordes 

Victoria Zubrycky 
Vicki Archdeacon 

 

Remembering in Our Prayers~  

The Bread & Wine 
  

For the Week of  
  

December 6th, 2020 
  

Are offered for, 
  

Diane Anderson 
  

In Gratitude and Love, 
  

Chris & Phyllis 

We Remember….  Eleanor Cipriano, Robert J. Inserillo, Lawrence Quinn 
 Safely Home Resting in the Loving Arms of Jesus 

The Pro-Life Rose  
For the week of, 

 
December 6th, 2020 

 
Is in remembrance of  

 

Cathy Grayson,  
 

With love,  
 

The Grayson Family 



 

 

  

 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

 
Reserve for 3 

Reservation for 

Reserve for 3 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation for 

Handicap 

Reserve for 3 

 
Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Handicap 

 

Each reservation is separated by 1 pew 

Reserve for 3 

Reserve for 2 

Reserve for 1 

Reserve for 1 

Reserve for 2 

Altar 

 

 

 
Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 5 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 6 

Reservation family of 4 

 

 Handicap 

Reservation family of 4 

Reservation family of 4 

Reservation family of 4 

Reservation family of 4 

Reserve 2 

Reserve 2 

Reserve 2 

Reserve 4 

Reserve 1 

Reserve 1 

Reserve 1 

Reserve 1 

EXAMPLE OF CHRISTMAS MASS SEATING CHART  

WITH STRINGENT GUIDELINES AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE  
 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT WALK INS AT THE CHRISTMAS EVE OR DAY MASSES 
 

KINDLY MAKE A RESERVATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT SSPJ.ORG 
OR 

CALL THE PARISH CENTER OFFICE AT 631-553-9708. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas ~ 2020 At Sts. Philip & James Parish 

Advent Peace and Blessings to all.  During this pandemic and our busy preparations for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth in ancient Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the Bethlehem’s of our homes 
and daily lives. Slow down, be still, be awake to the Divine Mystery that appears common and so 
ordinary yet is wondrously present. 
 
Attendance at weekend Mass has been steadily increasing.  While most are making reservations, we 
are still faced with 20-30 “walk-ins” at every Mass.  It is commonplace and customary to have to 
“sign-in sheets” to office buildings, doctors’ offices and places of business throughout the state.  It is 
our desire to welcome all who wish to attend Mass, unfortunately as reservations increase there will 
be less open seating for those “walk-ins”.  We encourage you to please register for the Mass you 
desire to attend.  As COVID numbers increase, it is more important to have contact information to 
share any exposure information with you.  
 
For those still hesitant to return to church, especially to larger Christmas crowds, although within the 
parameters set for safe distancing and mask wearing – you may wish to consider attending Mass on 
weekdays.  Attendance at weekday Masses generally range under 40 people.  The same safety 
measures and protocols are followed at weekday Masses.  
 
Masks are mandated, sanitizing stations are at the entrance and exit of church, safe distance seating 
is adhered to and procession to communion is safely followed cautious not to mix sections. Our 
church is cleaned and sanitized after every Mass – 7 days a week.   
 
You may choose to “attend” Mass via livestreaming.  Livestreamed Mass is offered daily Monday 
through Saturday at 9:15 and Saturday Eve at 5 pm., as well as Sunday at 8 am and 10 am. 
 
Our Christmas Masses will be livestreamed as well.  Reservations are open for Christmas Masses 
on our website: www.sspj.org.  As Masses in our church fill to capacity of 180 we will open Mass in 
our auditorium.   
 
The 4:30 Mass Christmas Eve in our church is currently full-to-capacity.  Reservations will be 
accepted for our alternate site (auditorium).  Please see the sample seating arrangement we will 
follow for every Mass.  It is our prayer to welcome all who desire to attend Christmas Mass, however, 
out of love and respect for our fellow parishioner’s safety protocols will be strictly enforced.  
Attendance will not be permitted without a reservation.   
 
If you have difficulty making a reservation, please contact the parish office at 631-584-5454 and they 
will be happy to assist you. 
 
Jesus is the key that unlocks doors that we have closed, relationships that need mending, hearts that 
have grown cold and fires that are extinguishing …as we prepare for Christ to be reborn within us let 
us reach for the key that holds pure, unconditional love and let us share that with each other. 
 

http://www.sspj.org


ADVENT ACTS OF SERVICE…. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  
CANNED TUNA 

 
PARMALAT BOXED MILK 

 

 
 

SSPJ PARISH PICK A STAR 
PROGRAM 

Go to  SSPJ.org website to view this Advent video or to: 
 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/GufTT5iZuPva57bg7 

Volunteer to “Welcome families at Christmas Masses 
Contact Sister T at 631-584-5454 

Loyola on the Potomac presents: 
A Virtual Advent Evening of Prayer Series 

An Advent of Hope 
Join us on the four Tuesday evenings in Advent for this hour long 
evening of prayer series on ZOOM.  Each evening will begin at 
7:00 pm and end by 8:00 pm.  There will be an opening prayer, 
an Invitation to Prayer offered by the Presenter on the Titles 
below, a period of personal prayer time, a time for sharing of 
graces and discussion and then a closing prayer.To register, send 
an email to:  Reservations@loyolaretreat.org   You will receive an 
email link to the ZOOM prayer series on Monday of each week. 

The topics that will be covered during our Prayer Series, An 
Advent of Hope are: 

Tuesday, December 8   “Morning Has Broken”  
Father Thomas Gavin, SJ 

Tuesday, December 15  “Let the Lord be with You”  
Father Paul McCarren, SJ 

Tuesday, December 22 “Waiting with Hopeful Expectation” 
Kathleen McGuire-Zeiss 

There is no fee for this prayer series.  
Please join us as we journey through the Season of Advent. 

CHRISTMAS MASS RESERVATIONS :  VISIT SSPJ.ORG 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

2:00PM MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

2:15PM  MASS OVERFLOW AUDITORIUM 
 

4:30PM MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

4:45PM MASS OVERFLOW AUDITORIUM 
 

8:00PM MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

8:15PM MASS OVERFLOW AUDITORIUM 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

8:00AM MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

8:15AM  MASS OVERFLOW AUDITORIUM 
 

10:00AM MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

10:15AM MASS OVERFLOWAUDITORIUM 
 

12:00NOON MASS UPSTAIRS 
 

12:15NOON MASS OVERFLOW AUDITORIUM 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Mass Schedule: 

 
Tuesday, December 8th, 2020:  7:30am/9:15am and 7:00pm 

 
Vigil: Monday December 7th, 2020 at 5:00pm   

 
 

 

Religious Retirement Collection Next Weekend:   
DECEMBER 12TH AND 13TH 

 
Many senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 

priests served for little or no pay. Today, religious communities 
often do not have enough savings to meet retirement needs. 

Your gift helps provide medications, nursing care, and more for 
tens of thousands of elderly religious. It also helps ensure 

younger members can continue the good works of their elders.  
Your kindness is greatly appreciated. 

NATIONAL EVENING PRAYING FOR RESPECT LIFE: 
NIGHT OF ADORATION 

Tuesday, December 8th, 2020  
 

We will gather after the 7pm mass, for exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Due to the pandemic, we will conclude with 

Benediction at 10:00pm. 
 

The sign up sheet for this evening will be in the back pew at the 
rear of the church near the bulletins. 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/GufTT5iZuPva57bg7
mailto:Reservations@loyolaretreat.org




Pick-a-Star ~ 2020~LAST DAY~12/17/20 
This year, in a continued effort to keep everyone safe, we are 

changing the format for Pick-A-Star.   

You can cut a tag from the attached page and affix to your gift,  OR 

you may make your own from construction paper.  

Please use the proper colored star, which indicates the recipient, 

label it with contents and size, place unwrapped item in a gift bag, 

adhere star firmly to the package.  

There will be large boxes outside the church for your gifts.   

As always, gift cards are a great replacement for shopping in the 

stores. 

Purple Stars  
Needs: 8 year old Girl - Shoe size 1, Clothes size 8 

  3D craft and pen set, Toy/games/crafts for 8 yr. old girl 
 

2 year old Boy - Shoe size 8/9, Clothes size 4/5, Diapers size 6, 
Barn/farm animals, anything Mickey, Blues Clues  Dinosaurs, Cars 

 
2 year old Girl - Shoe size 6, Clothes 2T, 2 year toddler learning toys 

 
Gift Cards - Cards may be placed in the collection basket in an 

envelope clearly marked PSM or they may be brought to the parish 

office. Suggestions: Target, Kohl’s, Walmart, Macy’s, Visa, 

MasterCard, Gasoline 

Red, Green and Orange Stars 
Needs: Men’s warm clothing: 

Men’s sweatshirts and sweatpants, all sizes 
Hats and gloves 

Sweaters, all sizes 
Casual tops, all sizes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Stars 
Needs: Women’s and Children’s warm clothing: 

Hats and gloves,  
Sweatshirts and sweatpants, all sizes ( adult or children's) 

Sweaters, all sizes, Casual tops, all sizes (adult or children’s) 
 

Brown Stars 
Needs: Men’s and Women’s Warm Socks, Men’s and Women’s Sweaters, all sizes 

Men’s and Women’s warm tops, all sizes 
 

 Gift Tag~ You can create your own, or use the labels on the opposite page 

Yellow Stars: Visit www.sco.org/holiday-giving-2020 
You will then be able to click on links to order gifts from Target, Walmart or Amazon 

and have them shipped directly to : 
SCO Development Office, 151 Burrs Lane, Dix Hills, NY 11746 

If you ship directly, please identify Sts. Philip and James Church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed:   SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

Thinking of you and wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
Item Enclosed: SIZE: 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

PICKING A STAR OF LOVE AND HOPE 
PICK A STAR ~ 2020 



Reflecting with Sister T 

Dear Friends, 
 
We now enter the second week of Advent. Last week we laid the foundation for this second week.  Sunday we 
prayed for the word available, on Monday we focused on depth, Tuesday on standard, Friday on help and 
Saturday on dependence. 
This second week we see how Mary was loved by Joseph and how she knew his great love for her. Mary’s heart 
was pure which means that there was no foreign or inappropriate elements in her love for God. Mary was human 
and thus tempted but Joseph protected her from temptations and remaining faithful to God. He was her 
protector. 
 
What was in Mary’s heart during that first Advent? I am sure that the time she spent carrying Jesus was much 
different then what she expected. From the very beginning her life had been planned differently. She was to 
remain a virgin before her betrothal to Joseph and so she never expected to conceive a child let alone it being 
the Son of God!  Through this all Mary has taught us to bring all things to God. How else would we be able to 
handle those things that happen to us unexpectedly? The Advent season is not the easiest time to pray with all 
the distractions of Christmas surrounding us. How can you stay focused during this time and continue to bring all 
things to God in prayer? 
Going back to Joseph, he provided a safe place for Mary to carry out God’s plan. Joseph’s emotional and 
spiritual maturity helped him to be present to Mary allowing her to feel safe and therefore seen and heard. 
Regardless of our vocation we are called to be a safe place for others, living in the present moment, allowing 
them to feel seen and heard. Matthew 5:3-12 gives us examples on how we can be safe places for others. 
When we have a safe place like Mary did, then we adjust to what happens in our life. Mary did not live in a 
bubble and Nazareth was a small town. I am sure she heard the whispers as she approached the well or harsh 
words of judgment about her. Have you not experienced hearing people talk about you or naming your faults so 
that you begin to doubt yourself? This is the time we need to have that special person who will listen to us and 
always lead us to the goodness within created by God. We need to be a safe place and we also need a safe 
place to go. Joseph provided all of this for Mary. Who do you go to, to encourage you? Check out Ps 116, what 
is it saying to you? 
 
Joseph truly loved Mary and his heart was full of natural desires for happiness, relationship and spousal 
communion. He was not ruled by his desires, instead his desires were tempered and well ordered. Joseph 
desired God above everything in their live together. Joseph teaches us that the key to happiness in life is not the 
lack of desire but its proper ordering. 
There is a lot to digest here as we see how Joseph truly loved Mary. He was her protector, a safe place where 
she was seen and heard, spoke the truth to her at all times in all circumstances and he share his desires in an 
ordered fashion. All of this happened in the area we call humanity. It is half way through Advent. Where do you 
find yourself in relationship with God?  What are your desires? 
 
Till next week Sister T 

Music Notes… 
 

Happy Advent to all!! 
 

The music changes in Advent. Remember to check the website for the songs for the following Sunday. You 
may notice I’m not listing the numbers anymore. This is because there are new Music Issues and Missals for 

2021. As a result of our current situation we can’t put out books so none were ordered. However, you can still 
Google the songs titles and the words will be there. They can be printed for you to use on Sunday at home if 

you watch live stream or in church. Just remember to sing softer in church. 
  

On a different note, I couldn’t imagine a year without a Christmas Concert so the current Music Ministry, 
consisting of our adult cantors and instrumentalists are in the process of taping our 2020 Christmas Concert to 

be aired on our Website and Facebook page. A little different this year but we are happy to present this concert.  
Airing is set for December 13 5pm. 

We are very excited about this concert so stay tuned. 



 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  $3,100  
 STANDS IN OUR WAY OF REACHING GOAL…. 

 
THE 2020 APPEAL CONCLUDES ON 12-25-2020 

 
AT DECEMBER 2ND, 2020 SSPJ CMA PLEDGES ARE  AT 97% OF GOAL! 

 
PAYMENTS ARE AT 97% OF GOAL 

 
Sincere gratitude to all who helped the thermometer rise...reaching goal will allow us a rebate                         

which will help us defray unexpected expenses during this turbulent year. 
 

If you are able, could you help us? 

Pledges 
received 

as of  
Dec 2 

$107,809. 

Payments 
As of 
Dec 2 

$105,779. 
 

 
2020 CMA  

GOAL 
$111,000 

 Payments 
increased by: 

$3,830. 
OUR PLEDGES 
ARE AT 96% OF 

GOAL!! 
 

 
 



Food insecurity refers 
to USDA’s measure of lack 
of access, at times, to 
enough food for an active, 
healthy life for all household 
members and limited or 
uncertain availability of 
nutritionally adequate foods.  
 
Food-insecure households 
are not necessarily food 
insecure all the time. Food 
insecurity may reflect a 
household’s need to make 
trade-offs between 
important basic needs, such 
as housing or medical bills, 
and purchasing nutritionally 
adequate foods.  

Long Island Cares, Inc. 

10 Davids Drive 

Hauppauge, NY 11788 

631.582.3663 

www.licares.org 

http://ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us.aspx
https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank/long-island-cares-inc
https://www.licares.org/


Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

O U R  W O U N D S ,  O U R  G I F T S ,  A N D  O U R  P O W E R  T O  
H E A L  O T H E R S  

Nearly fifty years ago Henri Nouwen wrote a book entitled, The Wounded Healer. Its reception established his 
reputation as unique spiritual mentor and he went on to become one of the most influential spiritual writers of the 
past half-century. What made his writings so powerful? His brilliance? His gift for expression? He was gifted, yes, 
but so are many others. What set him apart was that he was a deeply wounded man and from that disquieted 
place inside him issued forth words that were a healing balm to millions. 

How does this work? How do our wounds help heal others? They don’t. It’s not our wounds that help heal others. 
Rather our wounds can color our gifts and talents in such a way so that they no longer educe resistance and envy 
in others but instead become what God meant them to be, gifts to grace others. 

Sadly, the opposite is often true. Our gifts and talents often become the reason we’re disliked and perhaps even 
hated. There’s a curious dynamic here. We don’t automatically, nor easily, let the gifts of others grace us. More 
often, we’re reluctant to admit their beauty and power and we resist and envy those who possess them and 
sometimes even hate them for their gifts. That’s one of the reasons we find it hard to simply admire someone. 

But this reluctance in us doesn’t just say something about us. Often it says something too about the persons who 
possess those gifts. Talent is an ambiguous thing, it can be used to assert ourselves, to separate ourselves from 
others, to stand out and to stand above, rather than as a gift to help others. Our talents can be used simply to 
point to how bright, talented, good-looking, and successful we are. Then they simply become a strength meant to 
dwarf others and set ourselves apart. 

How can we make our talents a gift for others?  How can we be loved for our talents rather than hated for 
them?  Here’s the difference: we will be loved and admired for our gifts when our gifts are colored by our wounds 
so that others do not see them as a threat or as something that sets us apart but rather as something that gifts 
them in their own shortcomings. When shared in a certain way, our gifts can become gifts for everyone else. 

Here’s how that algebra works: Our gifts are given us not for ourselves but for others. But, to be that, they need to 
be colored by compassion. We come to compassion by letting our wounds befriend our gifts. Here are two 
examples. 

When Princess Diana died in 1997 there was a massive outpouring of love for her. Both by temperament and as a 
Catholic priest, I’m normally not given to grieving over celebrities, yet I felt a deep sorrow and love for this woman. 
Why? Because she was beautiful and famous? Not that. Many women who are beautiful and famous and are 
hated for it. Princess Diana was loved by so many because she was a wounded person, someone whose wounds 
colored her beauty and fame in a way that induced love, not envy. 

Henri Nouwen, who popularized the phrase, “the wounded healer” shared a similar trait. He was a brilliant man, 
the author of more than forty books, one of the most popular religious speakers of his generation, tenured at both 
Harvard and Yale, a person with friends all over the world; but also a deeply wounded man who, by his own 
repeated admission, suffered restlessness, anxiety, jealousies, and obsessions that occasionally landed him in a 
clinic.  As well, by his own repeated admission, amidst this success and popularity, for most of his adult life he 
struggled to simply accept love. His wounds forever got in the way. And this, his wounded self, colors basically 
every page of every book he wrote. His brilliance was forever colored by his wounds and that’s why it was never 
self-assertive but always compassionate. No one envied Nouwen’s brilliance; he was too wounded to be envied. 
Instead, his brilliance always touched us in a healing way. He was a wounded healer. 

Those words, wounded and healer, ordain each other. I’m convinced that God calls each of us to a vocation and 
to a special work here on earth more on the basis of our wounds than on the basis of our gifts. Our gifts are real 
and important; but they only grace others when they are shaped into a special kind of compassion by the 
uniqueness of our own wounds. Our unique, special wounds can help make each of us a unique, special healer. 

Our world is full of brilliant, talented, highly-successful, and beautiful people. Those gifts are real, come from God, 
and should never be denigrated in God’s name. However, our gifts don’t automatically help others; but they can if 
they are colored by our wounds so that they flow out as compassion and not as pride. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

