June 7th, 2020

631-584-5454

1 Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780

The Parish of Saints Philip and James

The Most Holy Trinity

“The

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.”
2 Corinthians 13:13

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”

Daily Mass: 7:30am and 9:15 am
Saturday 5pm Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon
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PASTORAL COUNCIL
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Martin Marut, Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro

Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the Parish
Center Office.

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm
Friday 8-9pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
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PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
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ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
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GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL.
GUARD

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:
Weekly Collection: Sunday May 31st, 2020
Father’s Day:
Faith Direct :
Total Weekly Collection:

$

8,645.
603.

$17,800.

3,035.
$12,203.

Father Tom’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday. The Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A central mystery of our
faith. How can we explain the mystery of the Trinity? The simple answer is, “We can’t.” The feast
doesn’t pose a problem to be solved; but a mystery to be celebrated–the mystery of God’s wonderful
ways of interacting with us.
Fr. Jude Siciliano, OP, writes:
In 2 Corinthians Paul encourages the community, "to mend your ways." He instructs them to live
together in love and peace. His concern is for the unity of the church community. He knows well
the dissension among those Corinthians, the barricades between rich and poor, old timers and
newcomers. On their own they could never reflect the peace and unity he wants for the
community of believers. But grace can make it possible and so he prays, "The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you."
These words remain so relevant today. We know dissension and barricades exist today in our church,
our country, our world. We pray today for the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. We have experienced difficult times. We continue to fight the
coronavirus pandemic. We continue to fight racism and violence. We have witnessed extraordinary
courage and generosity. We have witnessed horrific pain and hardship. With God’s grace we have come
through a lot, and we will continue to journey together. Paul also tells us in today’s second reading encourage one another. That’s our call as Apostles of Hope.

Throughout the pandemic we have kept our church open from 7am to 7pm Monday through Friday and 7am to
3pm on Saturdays and Sundays. After consultation with various members of the parish, our unanimous
decision is to continue these hours. A mask is to be worn inside the church.
The Eucharist is the sacrament of unity. At present we are only permitted to allow 10 people in church during
Mass, one of those 10 being the priest. Communion may not be distributed. In light of these restrictions and
to not create division celebrating the sacrament of unity, Mass will continue to be live-streamed as it has been
throughout the pandemic but not be open to the public. Mass is live-streamed at 9:15am daily.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated in the Prayer Room of the church on Saturdays from 4pm to
5pm. A mask must be worn and social distancing observed.
Let’s continue to pray for one another and to encourage one another.

Now, trying for a laugh - but not necessarily succeeding:
Why couldn't the bicycle stand up? Because it was two-tired!
Parallel lines have so much in common. It’s a shame they’ll never meet.
Where do you find a cow with no legs? Right where you left it.
Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Family Time~ The Holy Trinity “Grab and Apple and lets begin”
•

An apple has three parts:
•

the seeds,

•

the flesh,

•

When you cut an apple in half, you can see that each of these three parts are different

•

•
•

•

(at this point, you can cut the apple open for your kids!).

•

The skin is like God the Father because He protects us.

The flesh is like God the Son because Jesus Christ took on human flesh. (Just like us)
The seeds are like God the Holy Spirit because He through His power, we grow in faith.
•
•

Each of the parts of an apple are different, but they are ALL apple.
So are the persons of God all different (Father, Son and Holy Spirit),
•

•

and the skin.

yet they are ALL God.

Now, enjoy! And spread your seeds of kindness everywhere you go this week!

As you know our parish runs on donations, contributions and
offerings made through the generosity of our parishioners. If
you are able to continue financial support, offerings may be
mailed to SSPJ - 1 Carow Place. They may also be dropped
into the mail slot at the side of the office entrance door. You
may choose to sign-up with Faith Direct, there is a link on our
opening webpage. The Diocese of Rockville Centre has
established a Text-to-Give program as an alternative way to
financially support your parish. You may choose this option for
a one-time payment or set a schedule.

TEXT TO GIVE PROGRAM:
ONLINE OFFERTORY GIVING
TEXT: 148parishssphilipandjames
TO:516-271-3338

FAITH DIRECT:
GO TO SSPJ.ORG
CLICK ON THE FAITH DIRECT ICON

Creating a Faith Direct account is easy, just click on
the Faith Direct logo, and use
Parish of Saints Philip and James account code
NY232 when signing up
We remain grateful for your generosity and support

We invite ALL parishioners to join Flocknote – there is no
charge to the parishioner.
This is a quick and efficient means of communication for our
Pastor, Fr. Tom, and our parish staff to
Get messages and updates out to you as efficiently as possible.
Your information is secure and will never be shared with
anyone.
We have been trying to keep open communication via our
website, our bulletin and our facebook page. This is another
means of communication. We can communicate via Text
messaging.
We have been using it with our Religious Ed families and can
notify them (all 900 of them) within minutes of a change in
schedule, a cancellation of a particular class, a friendly
reminder of upcoming events or share vital information with
them - All in a stroke on the keyboard.
Please text “SSPJParish” to 84576 - you will automatically
be registered as an SSPJ parishioner – please follow the
prompts to complete the sign-up.
It is important for Fr. Tom and the parish to have a quick and
efficient means to communicate with you.

So blessed we are to say, we have received pledges as of May 27, 2020

In the amount of $87,135. toward our 2020 CMA Goal of $111,000.
During this very difficult time, it is with great appreciation and gratitude for your sacrifices and
generosity.
If you wish to donate to the Catholic Ministries Appeal:
Diocese of Rockville Centre| Catholic Ministries Appeal | 516-678-5800 ext. 296
http://www.drvc.org/CMA

SSPJ Parish Social Ministry:
Social ministry poses the question Mother Theresa often asked:
Do we know our poor people?
Social ministry is about serving people and it is not membershipdriven (e.g. baptism), but need-driven.
Walking in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need.
Knowing their joys and hopes, griefs and anxieties , and carrying
them together….
We are all one...together, we are Apostles who HOPE….

A Note from Lynn Sisti ~ Parish Social Ministry

THANKS TO OUR SSPJ FAMILY

“A central part of being a sincere Eucharistic people is our willingness to feed the hungry, give
drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, and visit the imprisoned”. This quote by Fr. Eamon Tobin
exemplifies the spirit of the SSPJ Community.
As ever, your response to the needs of our local people especially during this pandemic has been
outstanding. Clients have been so grateful and have repeatedly thanked me----but----the thanks
are all yours. I am simply the conduit for your generosity. Here is just a sprinkling of the good
you have accomplished.

From a single mother with two disabled daughters:

“Dear Lord, you have heard my prayers. Thank you, Lynn. My daughter was hugging her Honey
Nut Cheerio boxes.” Another time, “Thank you, the girls were sooo excited. They now have their
summer shirts and shorts.”

From another client:

“Thank you for the groceries. As always, you are a lifesaver. God Bless.” This person sends
thanks every week without fail.

From a family of four:

“Thank you so much for everything, always. You have made this year possible for us. Forever
grateful.”

From a single mother of three who has suffered a brain injury:
“Thank you, Lynn. I truly appreciate you and the church so much. This is a tragic time in my
life. Praying for healing and financial blessings. I’ve exhausted all my savings attempting to stay
afloat. I didn’t know how to make Easter for the kids. Thank you so much for all that you do.”
The list continues, the merits belong to you, and you are blessed for all the good you help me
accomplish. Please accept my heartfelt thanks.

During this pandemic and the
Perfect Season of Creation, we
have the ideal time to grow in
sustainability. "This is the
time to reflect on our
lifestyles...let's change and
adopt simpler and more
respectful lifestyles."

FOOD PANTRY APPRECIATES YOUR HELP:
TOILET PAPER
CANNED CHICKEN
BABY WIPES
BOXED MAC & CHEESE
GIFT CARDS: KING KULLEN/STOP & SHOP
GAS GIFT CARDS
Any donations may be left in the Church Prayer Room or the
St. Anthony’s Bread Closet.

Mass Intentions, For the week of June 7th, 2020
5:00pm

Saturday, June 6th, 2020
Benedetta Caltabiano

Sunday, June 7th, 2020~The Most Holy Trinity
8:00am
For the People of SSPJ
10:00am
Rita Mignosi
12:00Noon
Collective Mass:

Rev. Otto Froehlich
Rev. William Murphy
James & Palma Torre
Living: Cathy Teague-Sickles

7:30am

9:15am

Monday, June 8th, 2020
The Cerrito Family

Tuesday, Wednesday June 9th ,2020~St. Ephrem

7:30am

9:15am

7:30am
9:15am

Mary Castiglie-Anderson

Wednesday, June 10th, 2020
The Gulotta Family

We will remember in our hearts,

Donald Stanton
Safely Home...
St. Anthony, faithful servant of Christ, you offered
comfort and consolation to all who came to you in
times of trouble. Pray for me now, that I may know
true peace of mind, heart and soul. Help me grow in
faith, so that I may be free from all useless and
needless anxiety in this life.
Fill me with a complete and lasting confidence in
God’s healing graces. Grant me the serenity known by
those who let go of resentments, bitterness and anger.
Reassure me that Our Divine Savior, Jesus Christ, is
with me every step of the way, every day of my life,
and that in His gracious love I need not worry or fear
any of life’s difficulties. Amen.
“When you look into muddy or choppy water,
you will not see your face reflected.
If you want the face of Christ, who looks
on you, to be reflected within you, come away
from the disturbance of exterior things,
and let your soul be at peace.”
– St. Anthony of Padua Feast Day June 13th

7:30am
9:15am

Thursday, June 11th, 2020~St. Barnabas
Collective Mass:
Joseph Castiglie
Friday, June 12th, 2020

7:30am
9:15am

Patricia Mazieka

Elsa Gadea

Saturday, June 13th, 2020~St. Anthony of Padua
9:15am
Anthony Sisti
5:00pm
Concetta & Joseph Bitetto

Sunday, June 14th, 2020~The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ

8:00am
10:00am
12:00Noon

For the People of SSPJ
Edward & Anna Ceraso
Collective Mass:
Theresa Stramiello
Robert Motto
Peter Creedon
John Capizzio
Blondine Gagne

Remembering in Our Prayers~

Adrian Erias
Angela Amoroso
Arthur Gureck
Anna Capizzio
Barbara Bombace
Baby Mattia Rose Lubrano
Belinda Groneman
Belinda Vega
Bob Keenan
Claudia Chandler
Daniel Radice
Deirdre W.
Diana C.
Dorothy E. Mitchell
Donalea Donach
Ellie Walsh
Frank Cotoia
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Joan Kranz
Jim McLean
John DeStefano
J.C.
And for all the prayers
intentions in our hearts

Joseph S.
Joseph G.
Joyce Wiggins
Judy Contrino
Kathleen N.
Kitty Cronin
Leon Donach
Maria Clark
Marie del Ciello
Matthew Parrella
Melissa C.
Michael Fisher
Mike Lofaro
Patricia Acker
Peter Donach
P.I.
Philip G
Ricardo Buffit
Richard Cembrale
Sara Jean Andersen
Tim Cavooris
Vivien Cordes
Vicki Archdeacon
William Quinn
For our Nation in time of
crisis

Prayer for the Sick
God of love, ever caring, ever strong stand by us in our
time of need.
Watch over your children who are sick.
Look after them in every danger.
And grant them your healing and peace. Amen

The Great News at SSPJ School!!! We are SO Proud of You!

Preparing for Next Sunday ~ The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI

Some Advice on Prayer from an Old Master
At the risk of being simplistic, I want to say something about prayer in a very simple way.
While doing doctoral studies, I had a professor, an elderly Augustine priest, who in his demeanor, speech, and attitude,
radiated wisdom and maturity. Everything about him bespoke integrity. You immediately trusted him, the wise old
grandfather of storybooks.
One day in class he spoke of his own prayer life. As with everything else he shared, there were no filters, only honesty and
humility. I don’t recall his exact words, but I remember well the essence of what he said and it has stayed with me for the
nearly forty years since I had the privilege of being in his class.
Here’s what he shared: prayer isn’t easy because we’re always tired, distracted, busy, bored, and caught up in so many
things that it’s hard to find the time and energy to center ourselves on God for some moments. So, this is what I do: no
matter what my day is like, no matter what’s on my mind, no matter what my distractions and temptations are, I am faithful
to this: Once a day I pray the Our Father as best I can from where I am at that moment. Inside of everything that’s going on
inside me and around me that day, I pray the Our Father, asking God to hear me from inside of all the distractions and
temptations that are besetting me. It’s the best I can do. Maybe it’s a bare minimum and I should do more and should try to
concentrate harder, but at least I do that. And sometimes it’s all I can do, but I do it every day, as best I can. It’s the prayer
Jesus told us to pray.
His words might sound simplistic and minimalistic. Indeed the church challenges us to make the Eucharist the center of our
prayer lives and to make a daily habit of meditation and private prayer. As well, many classical spiritual writers tell us that we
should set aside an hour every day for private prayer, and many contemporary spiritual writers challenge us to daily practice
centering prayer or some other form of contemplative prayer. Where does that leave our old Augustinian theologian and his
counsel that we pray one sincere Our Father each day – as best we can?
Well, none of this goes against what he so humbly shared. He would be the first to agree that the Eucharist should be the
center of our prayer lives, and he would agree as well with both the classical spiritual writers who advise an hour of private
prayer a day, and the contemporary authors who challenge us to do some form of contemplative prayer daily, or at least
habitually. But he would say this: at one of those times in the day (ideally at the Eucharist or while praying the Office of the
Church but at least sometime during your day) when you’re saying the Our Father, pray it with as much sincerity and focus as
you can muster at the moment (“as best you can”) and know that, no matter your distractions at the moment, it’s what God
is asking from you. And it’s enough.
His advice has stayed with me through the years and though I say a number of Our Fathers every day, I try, at least in one of
them, to pray the Our Father as best I can, fully conscious of how badly I am doing it. What a challenge and what a
consolation!
The challenge is to pray an Our Father each day, as best we can. As we know, that prayer is deeply communitarian. Every
petition in it is plural – “our”, “we”, “us” – there’s no “I” in the Our Father. Moreover, all of us are priests from our baptism
and inherent in the covenant we made then, we are asked daily to pray for others, for the world. For those who cannot
participate in the Eucharist daily and for those who do not pray the Office of the Church, praying the Our Father is your
Eucharistic prayer, your priestly prayer for others.
And this is the consolation: none of us is divine. We’re all incurably human which means that many times, perhaps most
times, when we’re trying to pray we’ll find ourselves beset with everything from tiredness, to boredom, to impatience, to
planning tomorrow’s agenda, to sorting through the hurts of the day, to stewing about who we’re angry at, to dealing with
erotic fantasies. Our prayer seldom issues forth from a pure heart but normally from a very earthy one. But, and this is the
point, its very earthiness is also its real honesty. Our restless, distracted heart is also our existential heart and is the
existential heart of the world. When we pray from there, we are (as the classical definition of prayer would have it) lifting
mind and heart to God.
Try, each day, to pray one sincere Our Father! As best you can!
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

