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Twenty-fourth Sunday
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The Parish of Saints Philip and James

In Ordinary Time

“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive?”
Jesus answered,
“I say to you, not seven times but seventy seven times.”
Matthew 18: 22

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”
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Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the
Parish Center Office.

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm
Friday 8-9pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD
STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:
Weekly Collection: Sunday September 6th, 2020

$ 9,519.

Campaign: Capital Improvements

2,410.

Faith Direct :

3,044.

(121 Participants)

Total Weekly Collection:
Your continued support of SSPJ is very much appreciated.

$17,890.

$14,973.

Father Tom’s Letter
Dear Friends,
This weekend it’s an absolute delight to welcome back Father Joe Lobo who joins us a member of the Pastoral
Team. As soon as you hear him sing, I’m sure you’ll remember his great voice. Father Joe and I worked
together for seven years in St Raphael’s so I am thrilled to welcome a good friend and I’m excited about what
his ministry will bring to SSPJ! Welcome again Joe! So glad to have you here!
As schools reopen and we attempt to recapture some of the regular rhythm of parish life I want to assure you,
and reassure you that at Saints Philip and James we have from the very start taken every safety and health
concern to protect all. Sunday reservations have added an additional workload to our staff (and I thank them
for taking this on). We do this based on health recommendations that this is the best way to help with contact
tracing should, God forbid, contagion occur. After each of the daily Masses and each Sunday Mass and
following each of the services that take place in the church, the church is sanitized.
What have we learned through this pandemic? Clearly, we need God, and we need one another. Beginning
Monday, September 21st, the parish will offer Eucharistic Adoration every Monday from 1:30 to 7 pm. Please
consider stopping in. Let us pray for each other and for the world!
Today’s gospel tells of Jesus’ interesting answer to Peter’s question, “Lord, how often must I forgive?”
Seventy times seven times indicates an infinite number - possibly not what Peter was expecting! We are called
to be a forgiving people - compassionate, as God is compassionate; just as God is just; forgiving as God is
forgiving. It’s not easy. In today’s climate of anger and suspicion, we can too easily be drawn in. We often
find it easier to express anger than to speak and act with compassion. Yet, compassion, justice and forgiveness
are what we are called to.
A good beginning is being civil. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has launched a National
Civility Effort Through the 2020 Election. Each day as the national election draws near, let us pray the prayer
they offer:
Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace: A Prayer for Civility
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where uncivil words prevail, show me how to model love.
Help me remember the God-given dignity of all and invite others to do the same.
Show me how to build bridges and not walls and see first what unites us rather than how we diverge.
Let me seek to understand before asking to be understood.
Give me a listening heart filled with empathy and compassion.
May I be clear in sharing my own position and respectful and civil in describing those of others.

Let me never tolerate hateful ideas.
May I invite all to charity and love.
Lord, help me to imitate your compassion and mercy.
Make me an instrument of your peace. Amen.
(USCCB campaign: Dignity Beyond the Debate)
Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Mass Intentions, For the week of September 13th, 2020
Safely Home, We Remember the
families of,

Antonia F. Alvino
Charles J. Rennert
Marilyn L. McCutcheon
James P. Klouda(6/20/20)

Saturday

Sunday

September 12th, 2020

9:15am

Joann Ruf

5:00pm

Ann Dondorf

September 13th, 2020

8am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: J. Auleta

10:00am

Willvonia J. Roemer

Collective Mass

12:00pm

John Capizzio
Ann R. Bates
Ralph Catalano & Family
Anna Scaduto

September 14th, 2020~
The Exaltation of the Holy
Cross

7:30am

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: A. Cazalet

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: S. Cavoorhis

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: P. Geier

The Pro Life Rose
For the week of
September 13th, 2020
Is Offered in Loving Memory
of

Monday

Bob Wrenn
“16th Anniversary”

Tuesday

Always in our hearts and
prayers
With all our love,

Wednesday

The Wrenn Family
Remembering in Our Prayers~
Angie Mingione Alphonsus M.Hoonhout
Angela Amoroso
Antonette Sabatino
Anna Ormsby
Judy Rampola
Baby Ben
Kathleen N.
Barbara Bombace
Kitty Cronin
Barbara Sisti Russo
Leon Donach

Mattia Rose Lubrano

Maria Clark

Belinda Groneman
Marie del Ciello
Belinda Vega
Matthew Parrella
Bob Keenan
Michael Fisher
Brooke Remhild
Mike Lofaro
Claudia Chandler
Monsignor Iocavacci
Daniel Radice
Peter Donach
Deirdre W.
P.I.
Dolores North
Ricardo Buffit
Donna Patrissi
Riordan Cavooris
Dylan Beach
Sara Jean Andersen
Ellie Walsh
Stephen Dolce
Ginny & John Rief
Tara Cesarski
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Tom Focone
Ida Wehman
Vivien Cordes
Jack Donohue
Victoria Zubrycky
John DeStefano
Vicki Archdeacon
J.C.
William Quinn
Joseph S.
Judy Cunnius
For our Nation in time
of crisis

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

September 15th, 2020~
Our Lady of Sorrows
September 16th, 2020~
St. Cornelius

9:15am

Bob Wrenn

7:30am

Marie Bourguignon &
Joanne Hanlon

9:15am

Charles Notaro

7:30am

9:15am

Donalea Vanos

September 17th, 2020~

7:30am

Vincent Priebe

Collective Mass

9:15am

Margaret McKnight

September 18th, 2020~

7:30am

St. Robert Bellamine

September 19th, 2020~
St. Januarius

9:15am

Matthew Chliek

9:15am

Steven Carr

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: J. Contrino

5:00pm

September 20th, 2020

8:00am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: E. Dobres

10:00am

Simon Stabile

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Rev. Charles Carow
Albert Specht
Monte & Gagne Families
Mary & George Worthington

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: C. Czujko

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: G. Hoonhout

Peter Byrne

At the heart of financially supporting our parish

Because….

Giving is compassionate,
Giving is ministry,
Giving is wise,

Giving is worship,
and Giving is safe
because we serve the God of abundant riches
Giving is worship~
I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received gifts you sent, a
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
(Philippians 4:18)
This does not mean that by giving you earn God’s favor and love. It is the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross that
makes us right with God. Faith in him alone is the basis of our forgiveness and eternal life.
We worship when we give. Giving is not merely about supporting a person or a ministry…not merely about
following a command. Giving is about heartfelt worship to the Lord. You acknowledge, “God, you own

everything. All that I have is a gift from you.”

Parish Social Ministry
Regardless of how the face of the new
school year evolves, one thing is certain,
OUR CHILDREN WILL STILL NEED
SUPPLIES.
Your contributions will be greatly
appreciated. You may leave them in the
Church Prayer Room, the St. Anthony’s
Bread Closet or drop them off at the
Rectory Office.
Crayola Washable Markers,
Crayola Crayons,
Colored Pencils,
Black & White Composition Books,
Loose Leaf Paper,
#2 Pencils,
Latex Free Erasers,
Index Cards, Rulers,
2 Pocket Folders,
Paper Mate Erasable Pens,
Highlighters,
Sharpies,
Pocket Dictionaries, Pocket Thesaurus
Back-Packs.
Thank you for your ongoing care and
support.

Once we start to
think about the
kind of world we
are leaving to
future
generations, we
look at things
differently; we
realize that the
world is a gift
which we have
freely received
and must share
with
others. Intergener
ational solidarity
is not optional, but
rather a basic
question of justice,
since the world we
have received also
belongs to those
who will follow us.

FOOD PANTRY HELP
HONEY NUT CHEERIOS
CANNED TUNA
JAR SAUCE (PLASTIC JARS)
SMALL BAGS OF WHITE RICE
BOXED MILK
DINTY MOORE BEEF STEW
PAPER TOWELS
KING KULLEN & STOP & SHOP
GIFT CARDS
GAS GIFT CARDS
Thank you for sharing….

SSPJ Parish Welcomes Students and Families~ Back to School
Parking Lot organization by grade
For am temperature recording

SSPJ welcomes back our school students, faculty and staff. We look
forward to the sounds of learning, laughter, and prayer from our
students. You have all been greatly missed since the Pandemic was
declared in March.
We want to assure all in our parish of the many safety measures we have
taken over these past few months preparing for their safe return to full
day, in school, learning everyday! Some of what has been done for
everyone’s safety and well-being:
Sanitizing stations have been added to every classroom and hallways.
All non-essential items have been removed from all areas allowing for
easier sanitizing and daily cleaning.
Teachers desks have been removed from the classroom to a central
location allowing for optimal spacing of student desks.
Markings have been placed in all hallways and classrooms designating
proper distancing.

Book distribution SSPJ Room

Our parking lots have been marked for each grade allowing a cohort to
maintain distancing of 8 feet apart for mask breaks and outdoor
learning, lunches and relaxation/meditation
The main parking lot has designated grade level markings for drop off
and temperature taking.

Teachers Desk-2020

Our Facilities Manager John Cordes and our custodial staff of John
Soscia, Conrad Mattison and Maria Soscia have worked tirelessly
planning, rearranging and arranging again. Cleaning every surface not once
but as many times as needed. Their efforts have been witnessed and are
greatly appreciated. So many others have worked behind the scenes to
see that SSPJ School would be open and ready for school on September
8th, 2020.
Welcome back. May God continue to hold us all in the palm of His hands
as we embark on a different but wonderful new school year.

“X” Marks the spot-6 feet apart
SSPJ Auditorium Is “Classroom”
to grades 5& 6

Sanitizing stations

Hallways marked
6 feet apart

Did you sanitize your
hands?
A great big thanks to all, to
every single person, that
offered their hands in
assisting SSPJ School
prepare for the “First Day of
School 2020”
GOD BLESS SSPJ
TEACHERS!

Outdoor Faculty Meeting-6 feet apart

School

As of September 8th, 2020, we have received pledges totaling $100,054.
toward our 2020 CMA Goal of $111,000 and payments totaling $89,399.

CMA UPDATE:

During this very difficult time, it is with great appreciation and gratitude
for your sacrifices and generosity to the SSPJ 2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal.

WE ARE ALMOST AT
GOAL:
$10,946 AWAY FROM
PLEDGED GOAL

Our Parish receives its CMA rebate only when our payments
received equal our goal of $111,000

$21,601 AWAY FROM

OUR PLEDGES ARE AT 90% OF GOAL
OUR PAYMENTS ARE AT 80% OF GOAL

PAYMENTS =GOAL

Our Parish Rebate will support us in the efforts necessary to ensure our
compliance with regulations for maintaining the infrastructure of our Parish.

2020 CMA
GOAL
$111,000
Pledges
received as
of 9/8/20

$100,054.

Payments
received at
9/8/20

$89,399.

A Reflection from Sister T~
Dear Friends,
There is nothing like the smell of bread baking in the oven and the aroma that fills your home as it cools. Is your mouth
watering? Are you getting hungry? Just recently, a celebrant spoke of how he likes to make this favorite simple loaf of
bread. I can’t wait to ask him for the recipe. Although I am not a baker, my sister made wonderful breads. Who knows -she may intercede for me and I may be successful?
It is funny how God works in God’s own time. While driving to Church, I was anxious about what I would write for this
week’s reflection, then came the bread homily. Actually, it was a “yeast” homily. Father shared how he decided to make
his favorite bread, but all he had was some old yeast. Since he really wanted to make his bread, he used the old yeast
anyway. I don’t need to tell the bakers among you what happened to the bread. It fell flat. So, he made another batch with
fresh, new yeast. Ah, what a difference and so delicious!
So, what does yeast have to do with us? Jesus used the imagery of yeast sprinkled throughout his preaching. My take is
that we are asked to be yeast (leaven) for ourselves and others. The trouble is, that like Father’s yeast, we can become
stale. We need to keep a fresh attitude, especially in the coming days and weeks ahead. We need to add a little more love,
compassion, and encouragement to the lives of our family and friends to help them rise to the challenges they may face.
So many things have changed in recent months -- from the way we worship to how we go to work to how we send our
children to school (or help them at home). Visiting, hugging, eating out, grocery shopping, and so many other things have
changed.
Can we be fresh yeast (leaven) for others, showing them the opportunities in all the recent changes? Can we leave behind
the old yeast and celebrate with a new, fresh batch? I think each of us has to answer that in our own hearts because we are
coming from different circumstances. One thing is for certain: we may need to be very creative to share and spread that
fresh yeast. I am almost certain that ‘thinking outside the box’ may have to be our new normal. That can be a challenge in
itself. We need to trust in God.
Jesus urges us to be that yeast (leaven). He knows what we are capable of much. Matthew 13:33 tells us, “The Kingdom
of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in three measures of
flour, it permeated every part of the dough.” Do not fear, for each small amount of fresh yeast that you share with others
will grow in leaps and bounds. A little goes a long way and you don’t have to do it alone. Gather the bakers and spread
the good news (yeast)! We just celebrated the birthday of the most wonderful baker and leaven/yeast person in Scripture:
Mary. She had to be thinking continually out of the box and remaining joyously faithful. Her “yes” is a wonderful
example of trusting God's plan.
My prayer is that you spend some time this week looking at the challenges you need to face and find creative ways to see
them as opportunities and not obligations. Wear your mask with a smile (even though we can’t see it). Respect those who
are trying to keep all safe by following the rules. And, keep negative remarks to yourself – you don’t want to be stale, old
yeast.
Happy baking! And make sure you have your batch of new yeast!
Till next week,

Sister Theresita

Registration for the 2020~2021 Religious Education Year
WILL CONCLUDE ON SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020
We welcome all New Families to our Religious Education Program! We ask that you contact the Religious Education Office at
631-584-3204 so that we can welcome you to our program and discuss information needed to register.
We welcome back all Religious Ed families and ask you to
Complete the application for re-registration emailed to all families.
If you should have any questions kindly contact the religious education office .
A note on 2020-2021 Parish Family Contribution request…
Our parish has been blessed to weather the Pandemic with doors open, and a minimal staff managing daily the needs of the
community as well as the needs of our Parishioners. Hands were extended to grieving families, hungry families, desperate souls
searching for help during this very dark and uncertain time.
While mass attendance was called to a halt, the dedication of “A Parish Family” remained steady.
As all families encounter financial obligations ~ so too does Sts. Philip & James Parish. For that, we have been blessed by the
generosity of the parishioners that consider SSPJ~ home… We do not receive funding from any other source, but through our
weekly collections.
The Parish Family Contribution of $325 or $6.25 per week, assists SSPJ in continuing to offer help to those in need, provide
religious instruction, retreats, and parental teaching resources to over 700 families registered in religious education, and allows
us the grace to keep our doors open, our church sanitized and safe, and the utilities on.
If you have any concerns or if there is assistance we can provide please do not hesitate to reach out to us at 631-584-3204.

Celebrating First Holy Communion
“Let Jesus live in your heart”
Sunday is Special
God our loving Father,
Thank you for all the ways you bless me.
Help me to be aware that every person,
Place, and adventure I experience is an
opportunity to love you more.
Fill me with a desire to change and grow,
and give me the grace to become the –best
-version-of –myself in every moment of
every day.
Amen

Music Ministry:

Today at the 10am mass I am happy to
welcome back our instruments.
Because they are a small group they can
play with the proper precautions. (12ft
apart and wearing masks).
It nice to have back:
Steve O’Donnell -drums
Susan Ricci – flute
Jim Scully – guitar
The choirs who also would have started
this week are on hold until it is safe for
them to sing.
I can only work with small groups,
instruments and cantors.

Banns of Marriage
Third
Anthony Novellino~SSPJ
To
Rosemarie Stumbo~ Holy CrossNesconset

Annabel Moyer
September 5th, 2020

Liam Menzies
September 5th, 2020

Lautaro Epstein~St. John
Evangelist –Center Moriches
To
Laura Fitzgibbon~St. John
Evangelist-Center Moriches

From Bagels to Planting! Mark Stephen ~
Eagle Scout Project

Mark Stephen and members of
Troop 7 break ground on the
beautification and planting in front
of our Old Schoolhouse - Monte
Academy.
We look forward to feasting our eyes
on a new garden area.

Special Thanks To
SSPJ Troop 7 Helpers:
Emmett Zeman
Matthew Trabulski
Robert Trabulski
Joshua Prew
Kieran Grayson
John Scomillio
Shane Stephen
Stephen Levin
Steven Ciraolo
Dante DeBenedittis
Brendan Kieran

SSPJ SCHOOL FALL PLANT SALE

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI
MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE AND EVERYDAY PEOPLE
What kinds of things help induce mysticism in our lives? I was asked that question recently and this was my
immediate, non-reflected, answer: whatever brings tears to your eyes in either genuine sorrow or genuine joy; but
that response was predicated on a lot of things.
What is mysticism? What makes for mystical experience?
In the popular mind mysticism is misunderstood badly. We tend to identify mysticism with what’s extraordinary and
paranormal, and see it as something for the spiritual elite. For most people, mysticism means spiritual visions and
ecstatic experiences which take you outside of normal consciousness.
Mysticism can be that sometimes, though normally it has nothing to do with visions, altered states of
consciousness, or states of ecstasy. Rather it has to do with a searing clarity of mind and heart. Mystical
experiences are experiences that cut through all the things that normally block us from touching our deepest
selves, and they are rare because normally our consciousness is cut off from our deep, true, virginal self by the
influence of ego, wound, history, social pressure, ideology, false fear, and all the various affectations we don and
shed like clothing. Rarely are we ever in touch with our deepest center, without filters, purely; but when we are,
that’s what makes for a mystical experience.
Mysticism, as Ruth Burrows defines it, is being touched by God in a way that’s beyond words, imagination, and
feeling. God, as we know, is Oneness, Truth, Goodness, and Beauty. So any time we are genuinely touched by
oneness, truth, goodness, or beauty, without anything distorting that, we’re having a mystical experience. What
might that look like?
Ruth Burrows describes a mystical experience which radically changed her life when she was eighteen years old,
a senior at a private high school for young women operated by an order of nuns, on a retreat preparing for
graduation, and not very mature. She and one of her friends were not taking this retreat very seriously, passing
notes to each other and pulling pranks during the conferences. At a point, their antics were disturbing enough that
the nuns pulled them out of the group and had them sit in silence in a chapel, chaperoned by a teacher, whenever
the rest of the class was at a conference. At first, Burrows confesses, they continued their joking around, but the
hours were long and the silence eventually wore her down. Sitting alone, bored and irritated, a mystical
experience graced her, uninvited and unexpected. And it came upon her not as a vision or an ecstasy, but as a
moment of searing clarity. At a certain moment, sitting alone, she saw herself with absolute clarity for who she
really was, in all her immaturity and in all her goodness. It changed her life. From then on she knew who she was
– beyond ego, wound, immaturity, peer pressure, ideology, and all affectation. In that moment she knew her
deepest self purely (and the only thing that was extraordinary was its extraordinary clarity).
So, what kinds of things might induce mystical experiences in our lives? The short answer: anything that takes
you beyond your ego, your wounds, your affectations, and the powerful social pressures within which you breathe,
that is, anything that helps put you in touch with who you really are and makes you want to be a better person.
And this can be many things. It might be a book you read; it might be the beauty of nature; it might be the sight of
a newborn baby, a crying child, a wounded animal, or the face of someone suffering; or it might be what you feel
deep down when you receive an expression of love, bless someone, express genuine contrition, or share
helplessness. It can be many things.
Several years ago while teaching a course, I assigned the students a number of books to read, among them
Christopher de Vinck’s, Only the Heart Knows How to Find them – Precious Memories for Faithless Time. This is
a series of autobiographical essays within which de Vinck simply shares very warmly about his marriage, his
children, and his home life. At the end of the semester a young woman, with de Vinck’s book in her hand, said to
me: “Father, this is the best book I’ve ever read. I’ve always fancied myself a very free, liberated person and I’ve
slept my way through several cities, but now I realize that what I want is what this man has. I want sex to take me
home. I want a home. I want the marriage bed. I know now what I need!”
Reading Christopher de Vinck’s book had triggered a mystical experience inside her, not unlike the one described
by Ruth Burrows. Reading the Story of a Soul by Therese of Lisieux generally does that for me.
So, here’s my counsel: seek out what does that for you. It doesn’t have to bring tears to your eyes, it just has to
point you with searing clarity towards home!
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Preparing for Next Sunday ~ Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

