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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 
 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

January 1st, 2023 

Solemnity of Mary,  

The Holy Mother of God 

“And Mary kept all these things , 

reflecting on them in her heart” 

Luke 2: 19 

 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 

 
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER  
Virginia Portanova 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 631-584-3204 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko~cczujko@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna~bluna@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento~davento@sspj.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Lisa Keane,  Maureen Burke, Nancy Sanders, Peter Suski, Sheila Cavooris 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Collections: ~Thanking you for your generosity 
Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:           

$16,700 

Weekly Collection:   Sunday, December 25th, 2022:      

Collections from Weekend masses:                $45,936. 

    

Faith Direct :     (125Participants)                               $3,203. 

Total Collections:              $49,139. 

 

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT 

ICON: 

USING SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US  
IN YOUR PRAYERS 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  

CAPT. MICHAEL T. DOLAN- JR.  -D.O, US ARMY                              
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

1 LT MICHAEL J BANG –MILITARY INTELLIGENCE  US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 
LT. COMMANDER CHRISTOPHER SHANK MD 

MIDN ERIN NICASTRO, USN.    
MAJ. BRENDAN JOHNSTON-USAF 
CHRISTOPHER A. HIONIDIS-USAF 

 

LIVE-STREAMING THE  
8:00AM SUNDAY MASS 

The Sunday mass at 8:am  is  available to view on our  SSPJ Church 
Facebook page, while it is live at the 8am mass, it can be recalled at 

any time. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 
 

 
“Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 

 
Reflections from Fr. Jude Siciliano, OP: 
“We join Mary as we reflect on what "all these things" can mean for us and our world. We begin by looking for Christ in 
the least-likely places. He can be found, if our story is any guide, among the outsiders and in the most surprising places. 
The influential and powerful would consider Bethlehem a no-account village -- to say nothing of what they would have 
thought about the stable and manger as the birth site for God's Savior!” 
 
“I have been getting Christmas cards from friends and family. Many contain special photos of the children taken just for 
Christmas. The kids look perfect (I'm sure their parents know otherwise). Those Christmas photos are on my mind as I 
try to picture today's gospel scene. The birth happened in a stable, or some cave out back of the inn. Wherever it was, it 
was the most unlikely royal birthing room for a King. As unlikely a scene as the gospel pictures for us, it's nevertheless a 
picture of a family gathering -- Mary, the peasant girl with a loving husband and those shepherds at the newborn's side. 
It's just the kind of diverse family Jesus has come to be part of.” 
 
“Through our baptism we are members of that family. Lord knows our lives aren't picture-perfect. There are parts, or 
even a lot of our lives, that we can't spruce up for a holiday picture. In some ways we're like those shepherds, ragged 
and living on the edge of things, but invited nevertheless....At each Eucharist we come in from the fields and hillsides of 
life, weary with work, preoccupied with worry for ourselves, our kids and the whole world.... All of us make ourselves at 
home around the table, with Mary, our model and loving mother. With her we "keep all these things, reflecting on them." 
The "things" she saw and heard was God's invitation to the least and those in need. That's why we have gathered at 
Eucharist, we are in need too. When we receive the good things God has for us we will go out and find other shepherds 
in the fields to share the glad tidings with them.” 
 
Sounds to me like Fr. Jude is suggesting we follow the far more excellent way we’ve been invited to throughout Advent.  
Let’s make 2023 a year of sharing, a year of kindness, a year of loving as Jesus loves.  To love is to be vulnerable, and it 
is only in vulnerability and risk – not safety and security – that we overcome darkness with the light of Christ. 
 
Congratulations to Margaret and our choirs for a delightful Christmas concert.  And many thanks to all who helped make 
our Christmas celebrations, so faith filled.  Those who decorated the church, our music ministry, our liturgical ministers, 
and the wonderful crowds of people who gathered at Masses created an atmosphere of joy and welcome for the Word 
made flesh.  May we continue to recognize and respond to the presence of Jesus in all people. 
  
 "The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you!  

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!"  
 
Blessings are a big part of the Bible. The blessing in the Old Testament is a gift that is given, an act of unmerited favor 
and unconditional acceptance, not something that is earned. All blessings are considered incomplete unless they are 
also accompanied by peace.... It is very appropriate that the Church begins the new year honoring Mary, the Queen of 
Peace.   Each of us was invited at Mass to take a “Vow of Non-Violence” So the next logical question is: What action are 
you going to do to make the world a more peaceful place in 2023? We are, after all, just one, big rowdy family. How can 
the Lord bless us if we are not willing to bless each other and follow up with an active commitment to make a difference 
for some part of the world?  May this be a year of active blessing for all of us.   
 
As 2023 begins let’s continue to share the light of Christ at home, at work, in school, at the parish, in our community and 
our world.  Small, bite-sized acts of kindness go a long way! 
 
And finally, 
 A sign was posted in a pub:  “Yes, it’s 2023 but we do not have Wi-Fi.  TALK TO ONE  
                        ANOTHER!  Pretend it’s 1995! 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of January 1st, 2023 

Saturday 
December 31st 

Cantor: 

 9:15am 
 

5:00pm 

Christmas Novena 
 

No Intentions 

Sunday 
January 1st 

Cantor:B. 
Meringolo 

Presider:  Father  
Lector:Dervan/Czujko 

 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

Cantor:L. 
Lupinaci 

Presider: Father  
Lector:O’Leary/Smith 

 

10:00am Christmas Novena 

Cantor: 
J. Lohman 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father  

Lector:Contrino/Geier 

 

12:00pm No Intentions 

Monday 
January 2nd 

St. Basil 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Christmas Novena 
 

Joseph Caltabiano 

Tuesday 
January 3rd 

The Most Holy Name of 
Jesus 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Devon Chandler 
 

George Pinnata 

Wednesday 
January 4th 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

George Pinnata 
 

Hon. Robert W. Doyle 

Thursday 
January 5th 

St.John Neumann 7:30am 
9:15am 

 
 
 

Joseph Michael Winters 
Collective Mass 

 

Friday 
January 6th 

St. Andre Bessette 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

MaryLou Wilk 
 

Mitchell J. Sahagian 

Saturday 
January 7th 

Cantor:  
 

Presider: Father Jim 
Lector: Burke/Student 
EM: Byrne/Giacalone/
Calderone/Anderson/

Taurassi 
 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Living~Rocco Caruso 
 
 

Anthony J. Novellino, Sr. 

Sunday 
January 8th 

Cantor: J. 
Lohman 

 

Presider: Father  Joe 
Lector:Cavooris/Dervan 

EM:Clarke/Dervan/Koke/
LaSerra/Martin 

 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ Parish 

Cantor: 
J. Hill 

Presider: Father Joe 
Lector:Cafaro/Dobres 

EM:Amen/Latino/Luna/
McKie/Mulhall 

10:00am Denise Conway 

Cantor: 
L. Lupinaci 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Jim 

Lector:Geier/Just 

EM: Stack/Napolitano/
Licari 

12:00pm Robert & William Somerville 
Matthew Boitano 
Neil J. Floughton 

Andy 
Alfred Fox 

Antonette Sabatino 
Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 
Arthur Gureck 
Austin Rocky 

Baby Ben 
Baby Penny Grace 

Candela 
Barbara Bombace 
Barbara Ruland 

Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Barbara Sammarco 
Belinda Groneman  

Carol 
Carolyn Nehl 

Catherine Smith 
Claudia Chandler 
Chase Addonisio 

David Beleck 
David McCue 

Deacon Ron Blasius 
Deirdre W. 

Donna Patrissi 
Dorothy Mitchell 
Eleanor Bayley 

Elizabeth Martin 
Elizabeth Smith 

Ellie Walsh 
Emily Schiaratta 
Emily Quagliatta 

Flo Donohue 
Gail Lumley 

George Fitzpatrick 
Gloria Montesano 
Ginny & John Rief 

Gregory Parker 
Helen 

Jack Donohue 
Jackie & Christine Duffy 

Jakob King 
Jamie Accardi 
Jean Saladino 

Jenny Bonanno 
Joelle Nicholas 

John Cronin 
John DeStefano 

Joseph  
Joe Benenberger 
Joseph Domizzio 

Judy Rampola 
 
 

Joe Dorrian 
Joseph Costa 

Joseph Domizzio 
Kathleen Draper 

Kathleen N. 
Kerry 

Kitty Cronin 
Laura Bode 
Lee Krauer 

Leon Donach 
Lola Santangelo 

Lori Cearney 
Margaret Remhild 

Mark Wagner 
Mary Ryan 
Maria Clark 

Maria Collaro 
Marie del Ciello  
Maureen Litten 

Mary Ann Cesarski 
Mary Beth McGovern 

Matthew Parrella 
Melissa C 

Michael Fisher 
Mike Lofaro 

Michael 
Patricia Acker 

Patricia Tripptree 
Pasquale Savarese 

Pat McCumber 
Peter Donach 

Peter Portanova 
P.I. 

Ricardo Buffit 
Richard Lombardi, 

Sr. 
Riordan Cavooris 
Rogelio Martinez 

Ron LaSerra 
Ronnie Paciella 

Sara Jean Andersen 
Stanley Stura 
Stephen Dolce 

    Susanne  Smith
  

Tara Cesarski 
Teresa Mattera 

Tina Cafaro 
Tom Devaney 

Tom Ficht 
Tom Ryan 

Vivien Cordes 
Veronica Broderick 

Wayne Smith Sr. 
William Capurso 

Remembering those who are struggling at 
this time with illness, loneliness and 

despair… 
 

If you wish to have the SSPJ Parish 
family pray for someone who is feeling 
down, kindly contact the Parish Center 

office at  
631-584-5454... 

Remember in our hearts and prayers 

 

Adoration 
1:30-7:00 

Reminder! 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Hospitality 

Next Weekend 
 

January 8th, 2023  
After the 8am and 10am 

masses 
 

All are invited for this 
wonderful opportunity for 

fellowship! 



Any who wish to again renew or take the Vow of Non Violence will be invited to do so, on New Year’s Day. 
 To prepare, kindly pray over the vow and discern whether you feel ready to make it for  the New Year, 2023. 

 
“Peace is to be worked at: it is not something that one gains without efforts” Pope Francis 

 Recognizing the violence in my own heart,  
yet trusting in the goodness and mercy of God, 

I vow for one year to practice the nonviolence of Jesus 
who taught us in the Sermon on the Mount: 

  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God… 

You have learned how it was said,   
“You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy”.    

But I say to you, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.”    
In this way you will be daughters and sons of your Creator in heaven. 

  
Before God the Creator and the Sanctifying Spirit, 

I vow to carry out in my life the love and example of Jesus 
 - by striving for peace within myself and seeking to  be a peacemaker in my daily life; 

 - by accepting suffering rather than inflicting it; 
 - by refusing to retaliate in the face of provocation and violence; 

 - by persevering in nonviolence of tongue and heart; 
 - by living conscientiously and simply, so that I do not   

  deprive others of the means to live; 
 - by actively resisting evil and working nonviolently to abolish war and the causes of war from my own  heart 

and from the face of the earth. 
  

God, I trust in your sustaining love, and believe that just as you gave me the grace and desire to offer this vow, 
so you will also bestow abundant grace to fulfill it   

Vow of Non-Violence ~“Give Peace A Chance”  January 1, 2023 

Bless Your Door On Epiphany 

The Gospel tells us that the Magi found Christ “on entering the 
house”.  The door to your home is a holy threshold.  You can bless 
those who come in and go out by inscribing above the door the first 
two numbers of the year + C + M + B + the last two numbers of the 
year.  Tradition tells us that the letters stand for the names of the 
Magi; Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.  Adolph Adam points out 
that it may also mean “Christus mansionem benedicat” or “May 
Christ bless this dwelling”.  It’s appropriate to bless your door in 
January – janua means “door” and the first month is the door to the 
new year.  Before placing the blessing above your doorway, say this 
prayer… 
 
God of Bethlehem and Cana, God of Jordan’s leaping waters, 

In baptism you bring us into your family. 
You wed us and embrace us as your beloved. 

May we fill this place with kindness to one another, 
with hospitality to guests, and with abundant care for every 

stranger. 
By the gentle light of a star, guide home all who seek you 

on paths of faith, hope and love. 
Then we will join the angels in proclaiming your praise: 

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. Amen 

 

2 0 C M B 2 3 

2 0 C M B 2 3 



Prayer of the Month~ January 2023 
 

ACT OF CONTRITION 
 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my 
heart. 

 
In choosing to do wrong  
and failing to do good, 

 I have sinned against You,  
Whom I should love above all things. 

 
I firmly intend, with Your help, 
 to do penance, to sin no more,  

and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ 
Suffered and died for us. 

In his name, my God, have mercy 
 

Amen 

RETREAT FOR CONFIRMATION 
II~8TH GRADE  

  
Saturday, January 7th, 2023 in the 

Auditorium 
  

Families are notified via email from 
Religious Ed Office 

Let the Little Children Come to Me~ Matt 19:14… 
Religious Education Ministry 

Religious Education hopes that all our students 
and their families enjoyed a blessed Christmas 

and wishes all 
A Very Grace-filled New Year! 

Classes resume this week 
 

January 2nd, 2023! 

“Here is the treasure word and action we 
found last week in the Gospel.” 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word~ 
Saturday’s at the 5pm mass and  

Sunday’s at the 10am mass 

 



SSPJ School Open House 

 



Sister T’s Reflection 

All are welcome to SSPJ RCIA MINISTRY 

 

Brothers and sisters, standing before the crib, 

we contemplate what is central, beyond all the 

pretty lights and decorations. We contemplate 

the child. In his littleness, God is completely 

present. Let us acknowledge this: “Baby 

Jesus, you are God, the God who becomes a 

child”. Let us be amazed by this scandalous 

truth. The One who embraces the universe 

needs to be held in another’s arms. The One 

who created the sun needs to be warmed. 

Tenderness incarnate needs to be coddled. 

Infinite love has a miniscule heart that beats 

softly. The eternal Word is an “infant”, a 

speechless child. The Bread of life needs to be 

nourished. The Creator of the world has no 

home. Today, all is turned upside down: God 

comes into the world in littleness. His 

grandeur appears in littleness. 

To accept littleness means something else 

too. It means embracing Jesus in the little 

ones of today. Loving him, that is, in the least 

of our brothers and sisters. Serving him in the 

poor, those most like Jesus who was born in 

poverty. It is in them that he wants to be 

honoured. On this night of love, may we have 

only one fear: that of offending God’s love, 

hurting him by despising the poor with our 

indifference."   

Pope Francis 

January 1, 2023 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Do any of you remember where you were on New Year’s in 2000? 
Perhaps some of you were not born yet! Well, I was in Les Cayes Haiti 
visiting my priest friend Bill Konicki. At the time I was working at the 
Haitian Apostolate for the Diocese of Worcester MA. I must tell you it is 
hard to believe that it was 23 years ago!!! Time does fly. 
 
As I was thinking about that, the recent Advent Journey we made in the 
parish came to mind and two words stood out – URGENT and 
IMPORTANT. It was one of the reflections that spoke of John the 
Baptist and how even though there were URGENT things happening 
around him he needed to do what was IMPORTANT. In the midst of 
baptizing hundreds of people John had to stop and speak the truth to those 
around that one who was greater than he was in their midst.  
 
URGENT, IMPORTANT, why these words are important. Well, it is 
New Year’s, and we always make resolutions. So, what shall it be for 
2023?  Since I can’t get these words out of my mind, I think the Spirit is 
telling me something, where he leads, I had better follow.  
 
Each day there are so many urgent things that come up and need to be 
dealt with and so decisions need to be made on what is important. I still 
have a lot to unwrap with both words and so my resolution is to reflect on 
what and how they function in my daily living. Then put the reflecting 
into action. An example for me might be that in the morning and evening 
there are many urgent things that need to be done and rightly so.  
But it is important that I take the time to journal and pray over what God 
is doing in my life. 
 
As easy as this is to write I must say that this resolution is one of the 
toughest ones I’ve decided on. As I am writing this I am still wondering if 
I can come to a fuller understanding of how these two words operate in 
my life. Perhaps the frantic urgent items need to be put aside so that the 
important ones play a role in the day’s activities. I know that by trying to 
accomplish this resolution there will need to be a point of balance. The 
trick will be to find the balance. 
 
My prayer for you is that you take the time to find something you wish to 
work on this coming year and take hold of it, make your resolution. Then 
continue to act upon it, that is the hardest part. Don’t give up if you find 
yourself in a stuck place or a sense of not doing what you hoped to. Each 
day is a new beginning, a new year so to speak. Keep it going, you can do 
it! I’ll be keeping you  
 
in prayer, pray for me on my journey as well. 
 
 Happy New Year! 

 



Parish Social Ministry 

Helpful Phone Numbers~ YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 
 
Dept. of Social Services: 631-854-2300 
Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124 
Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827 
Alzheimer’s Disease: 631-954-2323 
American Red Cross L.I.: 516-747-3500 
Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-
4900 
Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 
Brookhaven Youth Counseling: 631-451-8011 
Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546 
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-0480 
Children’s Community: 631-585-2020, 631-476-9698  
www.childrenscommunityhs.org 
Domestic Violence Hotline (Vibes): 631-360-3607  
Elder Abuse: 631-761-7470 
Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547 
Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542 
Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758 
Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030 
In Home Care- Home Instead: 631-724-2273 
LI Against Domestic Violence: 631-666-8833 
LI Head Start:631-732-7100 
L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833 
Memory Care in NY: www.memorycare.com 
Mental Health Emergency:  631-952-3333 
Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262 
Nassau/Suffolk Law: 631-232-2400 
National Aging in place-L.I. Chapter: 631-383-4341 
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-784-2433 
Office for the Aging: 631-853-8200 
Rachel’s Hope (Post Abortion): 888-456-4673 
Response Crisis Center: (Suicide Hotline): 631-751-7500 
The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200 

 
Let us be renewed by God’s 
mercy…and let us become 

agents of this mercy, 
channels though which God 
can water the earth, protect 

all creation, and make justice 
and peace flourish. 

Pope Francis 
 

We remember the family and friends of, 
 

Matthew G. Caruana 
Marion Beck 

Beatrice Wibrew 
 

Safely Home in the arms of our Lord 

 
New Year’s Prayer 

  
As the dawn breaks on a new year,  

Let us give thanks for all we hold dear: our 
health, our families, and our friends. 

Let us release our grudges, our anger, and 
our pains, for these are nothing but binding 

chains.  
Let us live each day in the most loving 

ways, the God-conscious way.  
Let us serve all who are in need, regardless 

of race, color, or creed. 
Let us keep God of our own understanding 

in our hearts and to chant God's name 
each day. 

Let us lead the world from darkness to 
light, from falsehood to truth and from 

wrong to right. 
Let us remember that we are all one, 

embracing all, discriminating against none. 
May your year be filled with peace, 

prosperity, and love.  
May God's blessings shower upon you and 
bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy, 

and peaceful new year. 
 

- Rev. Marcy Sheremetta 
  

RESPECT LIFE: 
 

The Respect Life committee 
invites you to join them in saying 

the Rosary every weekday at 8AM 
in 

the prayer room of the 
Church.  Another opportunity 
happens every Monday during 
Eucharistic Adoration between  

1:30 and 7:00 PM.  Come, spend 
some time with Jesus.  

A very special and heartfelt thanks to 
our pantry’s  

“Loaves and Fishes” anonymous 
donor.  You have helped more people 

than you could possibly imagine 
during this past year.  

 May God’s love grace you in 
unexpected ways and shower you with 

blessings during 2023. 

http://www.childrenscommunityhs.org
http://www.memorycare.com








Reflecting and Preparing for January 8th, 2023 
The Epiphany of the Lord 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

M Y  T O P  1 0  B O O K S  F O R  2 0 2 2  

The book you need to read finds you, and finds you at that time in your life when you need to read it. I believe that old 
axiom, and offer it here as an apologia for my selection of books for 2022. Good art and good literature always 
have an objective element to them, a depth and an aesthetic that are not contingent on the eye of the beholder, 
but an old axiom also asserts that whatever is received is received according to the mode of the receiver. Hence, there 
is always a subjective element in how we judge or evaluate anything. All of this to say that these are the ten books 
that most spoke to me during this past year. Their practical claim to my top ten list is that they found me and 
spoke to me. 

In the area of spirituality, both in its restricted and its wider sense, I found these books particularly meaningful. 

1. Jim Forest, At Play in the Lion’s Den, A Biography of Daniel Berrigan. A well-written biography of Daniel Berrigan by 
a man who knew him well, supported all his causes, went to prison with him, but still kept a critical distance 
from him. 

2. Robert Ellsberg, Dearest Sister Wendy, A Surprising Story of Faith and Friendship. A delightful, warm, touching, 
intimate book, sharing some of the letters between the renowned art critic Wendy Beckett (who died in 2018), 
and Robert Ellsberg the publisher of Orbis Press. Their conversations touch on all points religious. 

3. Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run, Blessed Stanley Rother, Martyr from Oklahoma. A very good 
biography of Stanley Rother’s path to becoming a prophet and a martyr for the poor. Hagiography for today. 

4. Sherry Turkle, The Empathy Diaries. Sherry Turkle is a first-rate scientist and penetrating writer of soul. This is 
essentially an autobiography, but in sorting herself out, she helps us to do the same thing. The title of the book 
bespeaks its thesis. 

5. Amia Srinivasan, The Right to Sex – Feminism in the Twenty-First Century. A strong book that takes no prisoners. I 
don’t always agree with her on some major points, but she asks the right questions and answers many of them 
in a way that falls between the ideologies of both the right and the left. 

6. Jane Goodall & Douglas Abrams, The Book of Hope, A Survival Guide for Trying Times. Just the name, Jane Goodall, 
says why this book should be read. Abrams adds his own color, including the assertion that creating the 
human species may be the biggest mistake evolution ever made. 

7. Roosevelt Montas, Rescuing Socrates – How The Great Books Changed My Life and Why They Matter For A New 
Generation. This is a powerful apologia for liberal education, akin to John Henry Nouwen’s, The Idea of a 
University, save that Newman didn’t have to deal with the many hyper-sensitive contemporary critiques of 
classic Western thinkers. 

Among the novels I read, three stand out. 

• Sally Rooney, Beautiful World, Where Are You. Set in post-modern and (mostly) post-Roman Catholic Ireland, this 
novel chronicles the conversations (emails and texts) between two young, emotionally sensitive women. They 
are trying to make sense of their lives and of the times against the backdrop of a cultural Catholicism that still 
helps define who they are and a set of friends and a workplace that would define them in a new way. What 
comes after one lets go of an explicit faith, but is still struggling with an inchoate one? 

• Valerie Perrin, Fresh Water for Flowers. A translation from French, this is a masterpiece, a work of art, a beautiful 
painting. Nothing much happens in this story, except that it is beautiful. 

• Jeanine Cummins, American Dirt. Cummins received a lot of negative reaction to this book, not because it isn’t a 
well-written, gripping story, but because she, its author, is not Hispanic and thus her writing “someone else’s 
story” is considered by some to be both patronizing and a certain act of theft. Be that as it may, this is a 
gripping story of a mother and her young son facing death in Central America and fleeing for the USA border. 

That’s ten, but there’s an honorable mention: 

• Joyce Aitken, Sincere Condolences – What to Say When You Don’t Know What to Say. Aitken lost her husband to 
suicide and found that, in its wake, many people found it awkward to talk to her about it, even though that is 
exactly what she, in her grief, needed. The book is insightful and practical. Don’t we all find ourselves in 
situations that leave us awkward, not knowing what to say? As well, commenting on her inability to prevent her 
own husband’s suicide, she adds a line that needs to be heard by anyone who has ever lost a loved one to 
suicide: The Will to save a life does not constitute the Power to prevent a death. 

These are my favorite ten books for 2022. 
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