
  
T

he
 P

ar
is

h 
of

 S
ai

nt
s 

P
hi

lip
 a

nd
 J

am
es

 
1 

C
ar

ow
 P

la
ce

,  
S

t. 
J

am
es

, N
Y

  1
17

80
 

63
1-

58
4-

54
54

 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

“Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the 

blade, then the ear, then the full grain” 
Matthew 26:29 

June 13th , 2021 

The Eleventh Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 

 
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER  
Virginia Portanova 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 
Charlotte Czujko 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 
Barbara Luna 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 
Dominick Avento 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Margaret Adams 
 

COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Lynn Sisti 

 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 

Dominick Avento 
 

DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 
John Cordes 

 
SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Diane M. Anderson 
School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 

 
TRUSTEES 

Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 
 

 PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  

Martin Marut,  Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:             $17,890 

 
Weekly Collection:    Sunday  June 6th, 2021 :                       $ 12,005. 
Faith Direct :     (126Participants)                                              3,253.                                                       

                Total Collections:                                                   $ 15,258. 

. 

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON: 

USING SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11 
of the Federal Bankruptcy Law. 
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be 
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months: 
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the 
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and 
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib
https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc


Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Father Tom’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

Although “Ordinary Time” during the week began right after Pentecost, today is the first Sunday we’re back in Ordinary 
Time following the feasts of the Trinity and the Body and Blood of Christ.  While the term “ordinary” refers to the 
number order (today being the 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time), it also signals entering a different phase of time – a 
different season.  During these next month’s we hear again stories of Jesus’ ministry and teaching, seeking to understand 
and follow his invitations to be Apostles of Hope. 

Today’s gospel connects with a seasonal activity many of us engage in – gardening.  Have you been tending to your 
gardens?  Tilling the soil, planting seeds, feeding, watering, weeding?  Jesus uses familiar actions to share his message.  
When you plant seeds, do you see immediate results?  No, you need to wait – and tend to your garden as you wait.  
Have you ever been taken by surprise at how some of your plantings have bloomed beyond expectation?  God often 
amazes us. So, as you’re planting seeds in your gardens, and seeds of goodness among your family, friends and 
community, be patient!    

Our SSPJ Dream Team had a very productive meeting last week.  In keeping with Pope Francis honoring St. Joseph this 
year and with the celebration of Father’s Day next Sunday, here’s the dream plan! 
 
“We all know Saint Joseph as the father of Jesus.  But how many of us know that he was also known as a dreamer? He 
had thoughts and dreams like so many of us.  Often times, when you think of someone who is a dreamer, you think of 
them as having their mind in the clouds...what a beautiful depiction of a dream-to float in the sky with the clouds.  What 
else is up in the clouds? The birds, the sun and on a beautiful day- a kite.  It is for that reason that we are choosing to 
use the kite as a symbol for Father’s Day this year and how we will be honoring Saint Joseph.  
 
In the bulletin this week you will see a copy of a kite.  I encourage each family to complete this kite together.  Discuss 
your dreams-for your family, for the future, for the parish, and for our world.  Write these dreams on your kite.  Draw a 
picture-complete it as you see fit with your family.  On Father’s Day after the 10:00 Mass we encourage all families to 
process up to the statue of St. Joseph and place their family kite in the basket that will be placed there.  We will be 
hanging the kites for all to see!  
 
To take this a step further, please try to go out and actually fly a kite with your family to celebrate Father’s Day!  Take 
a picture of your family enjoying this time together !! Submit it to the parish so we can display these as well.  Let’s 
share our dreams as St. Joseph did. And in the words of the song from “Mary Poppins”... “Let’s go fly a kite...” 
 
Many thanks to Dream Team member Nancy Sanders for putting our dreams into words!  Now we are invited to put 
those dreams and words into action! 
 
We ask God’s blessings on all who are celebrating graduations. Whether it’s from pre-school, high school, college, 
graduate school or anywhere in between, may God continue to bless and guide your journeys.  Congratulations to all, 
including our SSPJ School students.     

And, (again thanks to Nancy for our kite-themed jokes!) 
 
 I caught my teenage son flying a kite during a thunderstorm after I told him not to.   

           I immediately grounded him.  
 
 Getting my kite stuck in a tree is not my favorite thing in the world. But it's up there. 
 

A man says to a wind turbine: "I'll hold up a huge kite, and then you blow air at me until I lift off.  
         What do you think of that?"  The wind turbine replies: "I'm not a huge fan." 

 
 
          Peace, 
     
          



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  June 13th, 2021 
Saturday June 12th, 2021 

Presider: Father Joe 

Lector: L. Halluska 
EM: A. Mantia 

 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Paul Cross 
 
 

Deacon Ken Maher 

Sunday June 13th, 2021 
Presider:  Father Tom 

Lector: C. Czujko 
EM: E. Sica 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: M. Hoonhout 

EM: H. Orlando 

10:00am Anthony J. Sisti 

 Collective Mass 
Presider:  Father  Joe 

Lector: P. Geier 
EM: B. Luna 

12:00pm Anthony Lauricella 
Irene Johnson 

Gertrude Hunter 
Marie Jaconetti 
Manus Clancy 

Living~ Pasquale Savarese 

Monday June 14th, 2021 
 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Living-Marti Dreschler 
 

Nicholas Gargiulo 

Tuesday June 15th, 2021 
 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Paul Czujio 
 

Edward Kirby 

Wednesday June 16th, 2021 
 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Geraldine Heneghan 
 

Bonnie Balantzian 

Thursday June 17th, 2021 

 

7:30am 
9:15am 

 
 

Lawrence Kenney 
Collective Mass: 
Donald Feeney 

Edward Hildebrandt 

Friday June 18th, 2021 
The Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Thomas Kiernan 
 

John P. Boland 

Saturday 
 

June 19th, 2021 
St. Romhuald 

Presider: Father Kevin 

Lector: L. Halluska 
EM: A. Mantia 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

John Purcell 
 
 

No Intentions 

Sunday June 20th, 2021 
Presider: Father Kevin 

Lector: C. Czujko 
EM: E. Sica 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: M. Hoonhout 

EM: H. Orlando 

10:00am Father’s Day Novena 

 Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: P. Geier 
EM: B. Luna 

 

12:00pm No Intentions 

Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 

Anna Ormsby 
Avery Akhogba 
Arthur Gureck 

Baby Ben 
Barbara Bombace 
Barbara Ruland 

Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Belinda Groneman  

Belinda Vega 
Brianna Florio 

Bob Keenan 
Carol 

Carolyn Nehl 
Charles Figliosi 

Claudia Chandler 
Daniel Radice 

Deirdre W. 
Dolores North 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Dylan Beach 

Ella 
Ellie Walsh 

Ginny & John Rief 
Gladys Blake 

Gregory Parker 
Helen 

Heidi Ray 
Ida Wehman 

Joanna 
Jack Donohue 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
J.C. 

 
 

Joseph S. 
Luis Anthony 

Antonette Sabatino 
James Macchiano 

John Harney 
Judy Rampola 
Joseph Costa 
Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin 

Leon Donach 
Lynn McDonnell 

Mark Geld 
Mark Hildreth 

Mary Fresi 
Maryann Kevlin 

Maria Clark 
Marie del Ciello  

Marilyn Suli 
Matthew Parrella 

Marie & Frank Fiecco 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Monsignor Iocavacci 

Pasquale Savarese 
Paul Bertrand 
Peter Donach 

P.I. 
Ricardo Buffit 

Riordan Cavooris 
Sara Jean Andersen 

Stephen Dolce 
Tara Cesarski 
Vivien Cordes 

Vicki Archdeacon 
Veronica Broderick 
Wayne Hendricks 

 

Remembering in Our Prayers~  

The Pro-Life Rose 
For the Week of 
June 13th, 2021 

Is Offered In Loving 
Memory of, 

 
Margaret Mennella 

 
“Dear Mom, 

We miss you so much…” 

Love you, 
 

Margie 

Banns of Marriage 
 

Second 
 

Brian Ahern 
St. Patrick’s Smithtown 

To 
Jaclyn Saggese 

SSPJ 

 



Parish Center Office 
SUMMER  HOURS:   

MONDAY– THURSDAY 
9AM-6PM.  

We will be closed Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Extended hours will 

resume in September. 
 Wishing you all summer 

fun and blessings  

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND:   
JUNE 19TH & 20TH, 2021 

 
Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, which unites us and 
Catholics around the world more closely with the Holy Father in two ways: it 

supports the structures of the Holy See through which the Pope governs the Church 

as well as his charitable efforts to assist victims of war, oppression, natural 
disasters, and others most in need. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.       

 For more information, visit http://www.peterspence.va/en.html. 

LIVE AT STS PHILIP & JAMES PARISH 
THE CELEBRATION OF MASS! 

 
DAILY AT 7:30am and 9:15am 

Saturdays: 9:15am and 5pm 
SUNDAYS 

8AM, 10AM AND 12 NOON 
 

COME TO THE TABLE OF  
HEAVEN AND EARTH!! 

 

Effective June 19th, we will no longer live stream daily 

masses. Thereafter, we will  begin to eliminate livestreaming 

weekend masses, as we  have implemented guidelines and 

protocols from the Diocese of Rockville Centre to loosen the 

restrictions at Mass.  

 

While there is still dispensation from attending Mass due to 

Covid, it will be ending shortly. Faith and communion are 

gifts to be shared….they thrive on community and friendship 

to be nourished and grow. 

 

In Bishop Robert Barron’s recent video; “Go Back to Mass”, 

he shared: 

“What's the Mass...the privileged moment of encounter with 

Jesus Christ Where we hear His word Where we feast on His 

Body and Blood Where we come together as a mystical body 

of Christ joining ourselves to Him”.   

 

We encourage you to Come Back to Church.  To receive the 

Most Holy Eucharist.  To gather in community and 

fellowship. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SAYING…. 

WELCOME HOME FRIENDS 

 

AS THE DOORS OPEN WIDE…. 
POST PANDEMIC CHANGES AT SSPJ 

AS OF JUNE 5TH, 2021 
 MASKS: 

 Masks are no longer required for those who have been 
vaccinated. 

 If  you have not been vaccinated or have a 
compromised immune system, we encourage you to 

wear a mask. 
  

INSIDE SSPJ: 
 Inside our home, the stained glass windows illuminate  

pews and seating for all. 
Socially distanced roping and seating areas have been 

removed from the pews. 
  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION: 
 Effective June 5th, 2021 we will resume  

4 Communion Stations: 

  Two in Front Center of Church 

  Two in Middle Break of Church 
 Please follow the direction of our Ushers  

We are grateful for your patient and reverent responses 
during this troubling time for our Nation and our World. 

  
We ask you to continue to remember in your prayers all 

who have lost their lives from  
Covid-19, and their families. All in India and the World 

who are still battling this pandemic. 
 All who are still battling the disease or its after effects. 

And most especially, all of our first responders, essential 
workers, and OUR FRONT LINE HEROS~ whose 

efforts brought us to this day. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peterspence.va%2Fen.html&data=04%7C01%7Cthaggerty%40drvc.org%7C32fd6fa61a2f411ba0f808d929bdb793%7C40af6aff069848a9aeb4a4362b4eb806%7C1%7C0%7C637586717192625383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj


 

Our Family Dream Kite~  
 

FAMILY NAME:_______________________________________________ 

 “LETS GO FLY A KITE”~ON FATHER’S DAY AND EVERYDAY 



 LOOK! THE THERMOMETER IS RISING! 
2021 ~Catholic Ministries Appeal 

The 2021 Goal for SSPJ is:  $105,300. 
Status as of June 7th, 2021 

Pledges: $78,761. Payments Received: $58,955. 
We are at 74% of GOAL!! Thank you! 

2021 CMA 
GOAL 

 
$105,300 

 
Thermometer 

represents  
Payments received at  

6/7/21 

GOAL: 
$105,300 

 

 

Payments at  
6/7/21 

$58,955. 

Pledges at  
6/7/21 

$78,761. 



Parish Social Ministry 

Remembering in Our Prayers  
 

Jacqueline Woods~ 
12/7/20 

Memorial Mass-6/12/21 
 

Charles Forzano~12/31/20 
Memorial Mass-6/19/21 

 

All are invited to join their fellow parishioners  
by praying the ROSARY FOR AMERICA on 

Thursday evenings @ 7PM  at Our Lady’s grotto. 
 

Beginning June 3rd, 2021-July 1st, 2021 
 

  In case of rain, we will meet in the church.  We 
pray in thanksgiving for our gift of this nation 

and to remember those who gave livelihoods and 
lives for our freedoms.  Please bring your family 

and friends. 
 

 

THE FOOD PANTRY IS IN NEED 
OF  
 

Cans of Chile 
Paper Napkins 

 
YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY IS 

ALWAYS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

 Once we start to think about the kind of 
world we are leaving to future generations, we 
look at things differently; we realize that the 
world is a gift which we have freely received 
and must share with others. Since the world 
has been given to us, we can no longer view 
reality in a purely utilitarian way, in which 

efficiency and productivity are entirely geared 
to our individual benefit. Intergenerational 
solidarity is not optional, but rather a basic 
question of justice, since the world we have 
received also belongs to those who will follow 

us. 
  



A Reflection from Sister T 

Dear Friends, 
 
I have always been taken by the Word Namaste. There are several 
translations of the word, but my favorite is ‘the God in me greets the 
God in you’. As I was sitting at Mass this Sunday on the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, I began to reflect on what that meant for me, for you, 
and for all of us.  
 
Corpus Christi is about the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
What connection does it have with Namaste? The longer I thought, the 
more I realized that although we can sit for hours before the Blessed 
Sacrament, how do we take that prayer out into the world to our home, 
workplace, schools, etc? We need to become that body of Christ, His 
hands and feet and heart. So therefore, when we say Namaste, we 
would truly be saying ‘the God in me greets the God in you’. The story 
is told that Mother Teresa would teach her Sisters not only to genuflect 
before the Blessed Sacrament but that before Communion, each sister 
would recognize with great reverence the God that dwells within them. 
Didn’t our Foundress understand this when she placed on our crosses 
“Ecce Regnum Dei, intra vos est… Behold the Kingdom of God is within 
you”? 
 
Ah, but do we truly believe that? Do we try and see the God in each 
other? Or do we have our own Ideas about others? Do I even believe 
that God is truly living and being within me when I receive 
Communion? I think that we can take things for granted and almost 
operate on automatic pilot. How can we learn to be truly alive and 
appreciate all that God has given us? 
During this week, I was talking to a friend who was presenting on the 
topic of negotiating. I shared with her my word and said IF we greeted 
each other with that image in mind, all negotiating would be a lot easier. 
We would LISTEN to the other person… HEAR what they are saying and 
not be preparing our rebuttal while they were speaking to us! Imagine 
that! I would suggest that in most instances that is NOT the case. 
Imagine if we greeted each other recognizing the presence of God in 
the other person, the living breathing Corpus Christi! I think our 
families, workplaces, cities, churches, and the rest of the world would 
be much different places. 
 
My challenge for this week is for us to see if we really recognize the 
presence of God in the other and treat them as the Body of Christ. 
NAMASTE MY FRIENDS! Let us revere one another. 
 
Till next week, 
Sister Theresita 

A Note from Music Ministry…. 
 
 
This weekend our theme talks about growing. 
The Communion hymn is Seed, Scattered and 
Sown. It tells us we are the seed, the wheat 
which becomes bread and we share as one, 
the living bread of God. 
  
God’s plan for us may be to help the Music 
Ministry by way of the Baptism ministry. You 
know you want to!!! Just a bite size piece of 
your time. Call the music ministry for more 
information. The Need is GREAT!! 
  
The choirs are fully back in the Fall. Take the 
summer to considering joining the music 
ministry. There are many ways to help. 
  



SSPJ SCHOOL NEWS! 

 

 
 

 



We Congratulate Our Communion II Students 
Who received their First Holy Communion  

On Saturday, June 5th, 2021 
 

Avery Murphy 
     Michael Barry 

     Lauren & Louis Cabrera  
     Thalia Frade 

     Christopher Rosborg 
     Maryann De Rosa 
     Hunter Falcone 

     London Lampasona 
     Ryder Weisse 

 
 

Lord Jesus, I love and adore you. You’re a 
special friend to me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings Upon  First Communion Candidates 
Jesus Loves YOU! 

It is time to celebrate First Holy Communions at SSPJ!  Our Communion II Students and 
their families are so looking forward to receiving Jesus in their hearts during the coming 
weeks. 
  
First Holy Communion has been celebrated each Saturday at the 9:15am masses during 
the months of May and June. 
  
We Congratulate our Students and their families and are ever grateful for the lessons of 
faith and hope that Miss Charlotte has been sharing with them. 
  
May God’s blessings always shine through each of your beautiful hearts! 

 

 

 

 



God Bless SSPJ YOUTH 

Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we made it through another crazy year! We want to thank all of you for your help making this year work as we navigated our 
lessons on Google Classroom. The students did a great job – largely due to your help. As we start to talk about registration for next 
year, there are a few things we want to share with you: 

For the 2021-2022 year, the 1st and 2nd graders will be invited back to parish campus for their Religious Education classes.  The 
days and times have not been decided, but all CDC and Suffolk County guidelines for the health and safety of the students 
will be followed.  

All other grades will continue their lessons on Google classroom. We will be scheduling grade level Masses to foster community 
among our parish families. 

Students in 7th Grade should hold onto their Decision book.  Confirmation is a two-year program which will utilize the Decision 
book.  

Everyone – please save the password you chose for your Google Classroom account as that will be the password for next 
year. 

Registration for next year will open on June 1, 2021. Please register as soon as possible so that we can move your child up in 
Google classroom and order the proper number of grade level books needed.   The form can be found on our website 
(SSPJ.org) under Religious Education tab 

On the registration form, please note that we are asking for your permission to allow photographs that may contain a picture of 
your child in our Bulletin, on our Website, on our Facebook page and in our Gabriel. 

We encourage you to join Flocknote.  This is an app whereby we can contact you in the event of an emergency, inclement 
weather closings, and remind you of important meetings.  We do not share your personal contact information with any other 
organizations or groups within or outside our parish.  Please complete this section on the application. 

Once again, thanks for all your help. We learned this year that it does take a village to raise a child! 
 

In Christ, 
Charlotte Czujko, Dominick Avento and Barbara Luna 
SSPJ Religious Education Team 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:   
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2021-2022 YEAR BEGAN ON JUNE 1ST, 2021 

 



Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~June 20th, 2021 
The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

M O R E  T H A N  A  H O U S E  O R  A  P L A C E  

Home is more than a house or a place on a map. It’s a place in the heart, the place where you most want to 
be at the end of the day. The metaphorical idea of home can help us sort out many things, not least how 
sex connects to love. 

Sex can never be simply casual, purely recreational, something which does not touch the soul. Sex always 
touches the soul, for good or for bad. It’s either sacramental or harmful. It’s either building up the soul or 
tearing it apart. When it’s right, it’s making you a better person and when it’s wrong, it’s making you less of 
a person. Metaphorically, when it’s right, it’s taking you home; when it’s not, it’s taking you away from 
home. Sex is designed by God and nature to take you home. Indeed, it’s meant (metaphorically) to be your 
home. If you are going home after sex, something is very wrong. This is not, first of all, a moral judgment, 
but an anthropological one on behalf of the soul. 

The soul, as we know, is not some invisible spiritual tissue floating inside our bodies. A soul cannot be 
pictured imaginatively, but it can be grasped as a principle.  As we see in the insights of philosophers like 
Aristotle and Aquinas, the soul is a double principle inside us. It’s the principle of life (of all our energies) 
and it’s the principle of integration (what holds us together). This may sound abstract, but it’s not. If you 
have ever been present with someone who is dying, you know the exact moment when the soul leaves the 
body. Not because you see some spirit float up from the body, but because one minute the body is alive, 
an organism, and the next minute it is inert, lifeless, dead, and beginning to decompose. The soul keeps us 
alive and the soul keeps us glued together. 

If this is true, and it is, then anything meaningful we do, anything that touches us at any depth, affects our 
soul, both its fire and its glue, either weakening them or strengthening them. Sex is no exception. Indeed, 
it’s the preeminent example. Sex is powerful and that’s why it can never be simply casual. It is either 
building up the soul or tearing it down.  

Thirty years ago, teaching a night course at a college campus, I assigned my class a book of essays by 
Christopher de Vinck, Only the Heart Knows How to Find Them – Precious Memories for a Faithless Time. 
These essays are simple reflections by the author on his life as a young husband and father. They are 
warm, not unduly romantic, aesthetically crafted, and devoid of sentimentality. They make a strong case for 
marriage, not by making any apologetic arguments in its favor, but simply by sharing how marriage can 
make for a home, a calm place of mutual solitude that can take us beyond that overpowering restless 
search that besets us at puberty and drives us away from parents’ home in search of our own home. 
Marriage and the marriage bed can bring us home again. 

At the end of the semester, a student in the course, a woman in her late twenties, came into my office to 
drop off her term paper. She was carrying de Vinck’s book and she shared this: This is the best book I’ve 
ever read. I grew up without a lot of religious or ethical guidance and I have slept my way through a couple 
of Canadian provinces; but now I know what I really want. I want what this man has! I want the marriage 
bed. I want my sex to take me home, to become home. Her insight merits repeating, not least today in a 
culture where sex is often divorced from marriage and home. 

Earlier in my teaching and ministry, when I was still working more with young people who were sorting out 
what love means and who they might choose to marry and try to spend their lives with, the question often 
arose: how to does one recognize the kind of love on which you can build a marriage? It is a crucial 
question because love is not an easy thing to read or gauge. We can, and do, fall in love with all kinds of 
people, often with people who are all wrong for us, people we can enjoyably flirt with or have a honeymoon 
with, but with whom we could not share the rest of our lives. 

What kind of love can you build a marriage on? It needs to be the kind of love that takes you home. You 
need a strong sense that with this other person you are at home because a marriage is quite different from 
a honeymoon. You go home from a honeymoon. In marriage, you are at home. 

So too with sex. It’s meant to be something that takes you home and is your home rather than something 
from which you go home. 
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