July 4th , 2021
The Fourteenth Sunday
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1 Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780

The Parish of Saints Philip and James

In Ordinary Time

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord,
Pleading for his mercy”
Psalm 123

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”
Daily Mass: 7:30am and 9:15 am
Saturday 5pm Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon
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Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the
Parish Center Office.
Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD
STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11
of the Federal Bankruptcy Law.
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months:
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc

Father Tom’s Letter
Dear Friends,
“(Jesus) was not able to perform any mighty deed there.” This line from today’s gospel
sounds a little strange, doesn’t it? Fr. John Foley, SJ, reflects:

This always has been a rather puzzling situation. After all, if Jesus is the Messiah, he
should be able to work whatever deeds he wants to, no matter what the reaction. But
this is the underlying point of Sunday’s Gospel. Jesus’ healing and preaching are not
something one person does in order to process another, sort of like a surgical doctor
operating on a patient (or like a mechanic fixing a car). We sometimes picture it that
way when we pray for things. Fix it, O God, fix it.
Instead, Jesus was always pointing to the relational nature of everything he did. When
he did a miracle, he would say “your faith has saved you.” What? I thought you saved
me, Lord. Yes, but there has to be a fertile seedbed first. Faith is the rich soil that lets
God be planted in and flourish within our lives. He will never force teachings or
miracles on us until we are ready to relate to him in love. This is why Sunday’s Gospel
ends with the words “He was amazed at their lack of faith.”
We have to release Jesus and God from the categories we have fixed them into. We may
have to have our own ground plowed up a bit to let the rich fertility inside us be opened
to the seeds of love, wisdom, hope and faith that God wants to plant there. We need to
start putting love first.
After a year like no other, Sunday our nation celebrates Independence Day. We are
privileged to live in a democracy which values liberty. We owe a debt of gratitude to those
who helped to form and guide our country as “one nation under God”. We also owe a debt of
gratitude to all those who have helped us through the pandemic. While we are in a far
different place from this time last year, we continue to be vigilant, and continue to pray for all
still dealing with the effects of covid. As we celebrate our freedom, let’s pray that we commit
to the responsibilities which freedom brings. And let’s pray that we will use our freedoms
wisely, helping to bring peace to our world.
This weekend you’ll meet Father Ciya Thomas, cssr, who will be joining us for the month of
July. Please give him your characteristic warm welcome as he leads us in prayer during the
month.
And,

When you teach a wolf to meditate, it becomes aware wolf.
The girl in the middle of the tennis court is Annette.
Water is heavier than butane because butane is a lighter fluid.
My son wants to study burrowing rodents. I told him to gopher it.
When you said life would be back to normal after June, Julyed.

Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Mass Intentions, For the week of July 4th, 2021
Our Pro-Life Rose
For the Week of July 4th, 2021
Is Offered for,
Jack Duffy
“Cherished memories never
fade, they live on forever…”
Missing you…

Saturday

Sunday

July 3rd, 2021

9:15am

Patricia McNeely

Lector: Smith/Donegan
EM: Martin/Consenz/
Anderson

5:00pm

Theresa Friedrick

July 4th, 2021

8am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: FatherTom
Lector: Cafaro/Rubano

10:00am

Kenneth Rathjen

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Rev. William Duhigg
Maura Mariquit
Dino DeGasperi
John Roche
Mary McDermott
Joe Keane

7:30am

Living~Father Tom Haggerty

9:15am

Michael S. McDermott

7:30am

Marie Bourguignon

9:15am

Patrick O’Leary

7:30am

Walter Gallmeier

9:15am

James Ryan

Presider: Father Tom

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: L. Auletta/
Cavooris

EM: Rapp/Czujko/Ramos

Love,

EM: Portanova/Sehne/
Latino

Banns of Marriage

Presider: Father

Second
Paul Scimeme-SSPJ
To
Mariangelica Bucci-SSPJ
Anthony Castiglione-SSPJ
To
Maria Sabatino-SSPJ
First
Mathew LePageSt. Joseph Babylon

To
Deanna Braun-SSPJ

Remembering in Our Prayers~
Angie Mingione
Angela Amoroso
Anna Ormsby
Avery Akhogba
Arthur Gureck
Baby Ben
Barbara Bombace
Barbara Ruland
Mattia Rose Lubrano
Belinda Groneman
Brendan O’Connor
Belinda Vega
Brianna Florio
Bob Keenan
Carol
Carolyn Nehl
Charles Figliosi
Claudia Chandler
Deacon Ron Blasius
Deirdre W.
Dermit O’Connor
Dolores North
Donna Patrissi
Dorothy Mitchell
Dylan Beach
Ella
Ellie Walsh
Esther Styles
Grace Bertolone
Ginny & John Rief
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Helen
Heidi Ray
Joanna
Jack Donohue
John Cronin
John DeStefano
J.C.

Joseph S.
Luis Anthony
Antonette Sabatino
James Macchiano
John Harney
Judy Rampola
Joseph Mazelis
Joseph Costa
Kenneth Cook
Kathleen N.
Kitty Cronin
Kim Olofson
Leon Donach
Lynn McDonnell
Mark Geld
Mark Hildreth
Mary Fresi
Maryann Kevlin
Maria Clark
Marie del Ciello
Marilyn Suli
Matthew Parrella
Marie & Frank Fiecco
Michael Fisher
Mike Lofaro
Monsignor Iocavacci
Pasquale Savarese
Paul Bertrand
Peter Donach
P.I.
Ricardo Buffit
Riordan Cavooris
Sara Jean Andersen
Stephen Dolce
Tara Cesarski
Vivien Cordes
Vicki Archdeacon
Veronica Broderick
Wayne Hendricks

Lector: Just/Geier

EM: Klee/Napolitano/
Parish

Monday
St. Anthony
Zaccaria

July 5th, 2021

Tuesday

July 6th, 2021

St. Maria
Goretti
Wednesday

First Martyrs of
Holy Roman
Church

July 7th, 2021

Thursday

July 8th, 2021

7:30am
9:15am

Ida Wehman
Collective Mass:
Jack Duffy

Friday
St. Augustin
Zhao Rong

July 9th, 2021

7:30am

Jason Monte

9:15am

Giacomo (Jack)Consenz

Saturday

July 10th, 2021

9:15am

Daniel & Sophia Cyganowski

5:00pm

Candi Costello

8:00am

For the People of SSPJ

10:00am

Michael Brock

12:00pm

Marie Csorny
Burke Samson
Anthony Leo
Peter Robert Dudek
Dino DeGasperi
Living-Melissa Remhild

St. Junipero
Serra

Presider: Father

Lectors: Lombardi/
Halluska

EM: Mantia/Dreschler/
Sisti

Sunday

July 11th, 2021

Presider: Father Tom
Lectors:Dobres/Czujko

EM: Czujko/Kenny/Koke

Presider: Father Ciya
Lectors: Contrino/Koke

EM: Mulhall/Orlando/
Sotomayer

Collective Mass
Presider: Father
Lector: Kenton/
M Hoonhout

EM:Luna/Napolitano/
Parish

MISSALETTES ARE ON THE WAY!!
HALLELUJAH!

A PR AYER FOR
INDEPENDENCE D AY
God, source of all freedom,
this day is bright with the memory
of those who declared that life and liberty
are your gift to every human being.
Help us to continue a good work begun long
ago.
Make our vision clear and our will strong:
that only in human solidarity will we find
liberty,
and justice only in the honor that belongs
to every life on earth.
Turn our hearts toward the family of nations:
to understand the ways of others,
to offer friendship,
and to find safety only in the common good
of all.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

So what's with the missalettes? Quick
answer....they'll be coming back...unfortunately
though, not until October.
The Company has redesigned the product to
make it a once a year publication including all
the readings for the new liturgical year which
begins in Advent.
The single issue will include not only the
readings for the year but the former separate
music issue as well.
It will be WORTH THE WAIT!
Thank you for your patience.

Amen.
from Catholic Household Blessings and
Prayers by the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, via the Diocese of Fall
River

Eucharistic Adoration

In observance of
Independence Day,
Eucharistic Adoration
will not be scheduled
on July 5th

Music Ministry
Happy Independence Day!!
America the Beautiful is our Sending forth hymn so together let us sing.
Summer is here. The music will change a little starting this weekend. The Gloria will not be sung until
September and the Mass parts will change to the Mass of
Resurrection. A little simpler for the summer months.
I would like to thank the Adult Choir for singing in June as we started to come out of the pandemic. They
will be back in full swing in September along with the Children’s Choir and the Chords of Faith. More
information on joining later in the summer. Soooooo consider joining us as we praise God through
music.
Our Cantors and SSPJ Band have kept the music going during the past year. I would like to thank them
for all the hard work and dedication they give to the Music Ministry. The cantors will continue to sing
throughout the summer and the Band will be on and off.
Two of our members will be moving out of state in August. Barbara O’Donnell (cantor) and Steve
O’Donnell (drums). It is bittersweet but I along with the Parish want to thank them for serving as
Apostles of Hope in the Music Ministry. We wish them well on the next chapter in their life. They will
always have a place here at SSPJ. May God bless them always.

ADOPT A GARDEN AT SSPJ
L ET U S G O E A RLY T O T H E VI N EY AR D S T O SE E IF TH E VI NE S HA VE B UD D E D, IF TH EI R BL OS SO MS
H A VE O PE N ED , AN D IF T H E P O ME G R AN AT ES AR E I N B LO O M— T H ER E I W ILL GI VE Y O U MY L OV E.
S O NG O F S O NG S 7: 1 2 NI V

Gardening is a wonderful way to appreciate the great outdoors, while being productive and enhancing the
beauty of our parish property.
Keeping track of your daily exercise with a fitbit becomes a chore. Take it outdoors! There are many
health benefits to tending to a garden. What better way to relieve stress then spending time in a garden
with a plethora of colors and fragrances, tantalizing sights and sound of birds, bees, and butterflies. Stroll
our parish grounds and admire the many places to pause and pray…while doing so, stoop and pull a weed,
or two or three. Perhaps consider “adopting an Island in our parking lot”, praying the Rosary once a
week in our Rosary Garden followed by tidying up the grounds. Pause for a moment on a bench and sit
with the Sacred Heart while weeding and beautifying the grounds around Him.
Slow down and open your eyes to the beauty of Life in a Garden! It opens your heart and awareness to the
gifts that surround us and takes your mind away from work and chores. . Gardening is one of the best
ways to interact with God, Mother Nature and our neighbors…an activity that grounds you and nourishes
your soul. Your soul learns the value of patience when you watch a seedling sprout into a beautiful flower
or vegetable.
The garden absorbs your problems and your worries and awakens to the sound of your song and praise.
But a garden takes much work and needs the hands of many to show its true beauty.
We invite you and welcome your hands to our gardens. Would you consider adopting an area that you
would tend to for a month or even perhaps the summer? Please call the rectory office or email
vportanova@sspj.org for more details or to complete your adoption papers.

LOOK! WE ARE ON OUR WAY!!!
2021 ~Catholic Ministries Appeal
The 2021 Goal for SSPJ is: $105,300.
Status as of June 28th 2021
Pledges: $82,470. Payments Received: $66,585.
We are at 78% of GOAL!! Thank you!

2021 CMA
GOAL
$105,300

Pledges at
6/28/21
$82,470.

Payments at
6/28/21

$66,585.

Parish Social Ministry
Remembering in Our Prayers

Robert “Red” Keenan
Regina Cambria

THE FOOD PANTRY IS IN NEED OF:

Cans of Fruit Cocktail
YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY IS ALWAYS
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Safely home in the arms of Jesus

All are invited to join their fellow parishioners by praying
the ROSARY FOR AMERICA on Thursday evenings @
7PM at Our Lady’s grotto.
Beginning June 3rd, 2021-July 1st, 2021
In case of rain, we will meet in the church. We pray in
thanksgiving for our gift of this nation and to remember
those who gave livelihoods and lives for our
freedoms. Please bring your family and friends.

A relationship with God's creation and a
ministry of caring for and healing the
earth are integral to what it means to be
a Catholic Christian. We believe that all
of creation is God’s, and that we are
responsible for the ways in which we use
and abuse it. Our natural world is to be
valued and conserved because God has
called humanity to be its caretakers
(Genesis 1:26-31).

A Reflection from Sister T
Dear Friends,
Dirty dishes in the sink, boisterous laughter outside,
splashing water, and the smell of BBQ… MUST be
summer! Well, it is finally here and with some of COVID
restrictions lifted, there is a new freedom in the air. With
all these signs of summer, I risked a trip to Rhode Island to
visit some friends I hadn’t see in two years. What a delight!
Some of this precious time was spent with a dear friend,
Debbie Gomes, who used to help with all the fundraising I
did while operating the non-profit, Hugs and Halos. In
remembering our good times, we talked about summer and
spirituality and family. She asked how I was able to write
something every week and I told her it was really the Holy
Spirit, and taking time to be aware of what was happening
around me. As we continued to enjoy our morning coffee
and update each other, I loved hearing about her
grandchildren. Why? Because she was the kind of person
who was willing to leave the dishes in the sink, leave the
vacuuming for later, and just not worry about the dust.
There was plenty of time for that later; it was more
important to be in the moment. Ah, material for a reflection!
As I thought about it, this time of year allows us to rest and
relax if we choose to do so. Summer affords us the time to
slow down at least a little. Deb’s question of how do you
keep writing and going on? made me realize that I need to
constantly be aware of my surroundings, the little miracles
and people who are supportive. We all need to recharge our
batteries. How do you do it? Each of us has a way to fill
ourselves over and over, so that we can continue to be the
great creation God made. We can sometimes forget that we
are special in the eyes of God, and need to be reminded.
I love it when Deb talks about how she takes each of her
grandchildren out to the beach searching for sea glass,
feathers, and shells. They have come to know the beauty of
the beach, spend special time with their Nana, and rejoice
in their finds. All of this fills the soul with joy, and is time
so well spent. When one of the children is jealous of a piece
of sea glass the other has, they are reminded that God
wanted them to have the piece they are holding. Good
advice from a loving Nana!
How will you rejuvenate yourself this summer? Each of us
has our special way. Take the time, be aware of your
surroundings, enjoy people who are uplifting, and don’t
worry about the dust or dishes, because they aren’t going
anywhere! We all need to bask in the loving Son of God.
May these summer months bring you peace and joy; it’s
time to just BE.
Till next week,
Sister Theresita
PS: The dishes do get done after the grandchildren go
home!! It's all in awareness of what is important

Blessings Upon First Communion Candidates
Jesus Loves YOU!

It is time to celebrate First Holy Communions at SSPJ! Our
Communion II Students and their families are so looking forward to
receiving Jesus in their hearts during the coming weeks.

First Holy Communion has been celebrated each Saturday at the 9:15am
masses during the months of May and June.
We Congratulate our Students and their families and are ever grateful
for the lessons of faith and hope that Miss Charlotte has been sharing
with them.
May God’s blessings always shine through each of your beautiful

We Congratulate Our Communion II Students
Who received their First Holy Communion
On Saturday, June 26th, 2021

Andrew Schiraldi
Taylor Pugliese
Chase Saxon
Gary Rocco
Isabella Padilla
Julia Swenson
Tess Coniglio
Dylan Barger
Angelina Kolson
Isadora Kohilas
Aubrey Simonetti (not Audrey)
Lilah Simonetti

Lord Jesus, I love and adore you. You’re a
special friend to me.

Let’s Join SSPJ School in Welcoming these New Faculty Members!!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:
1. FIND THE RELIGIOUS ED REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR AT:
SSPJ.ORG UNDER THE RELIGIOUS ED TAB
2. PLEASE NOTE: PERMISSION TO PUBLISH PHOTOS IN OUR BULLETIN, ON OUR
WEBSITE, PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE AND GABRIEL.
3. GRADES 1 & 2 WILL BE INVITED BACK TO PARISH CAMPUS FOR THEIR RELIGIOUS ED
CLASSES. THE DAYS AND TIMES ARE BEING FINALIZED. ALL CDC GUIDELINES WILL
BE FOLLOWED.
4. GRADES 3-8 WILL CONTINUE THEIR LESSONS USING GOOGLE CLASSROOM.
5. GRADE LEVEL MASSES TO FOSTER COMMUNITY WILL BE SCHEDULED THROUGHOUT THE
YEAR.
6. IF YOU SHOULD HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, KINDLY CONTACT THE RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE
AT 631-584-3204.
ALWAYS LOOKING FORWARD!

Thankful to God for the beautiful improvements being made to the SSPJ grounds!
New Path to the Rosary Garden

Redesigned walkway into SSPJ
School-June 2021

All paths lead to SSPJ!

EAGLE SCOUNT PROJECT

Dedication bricks relocated to the
Rosary Garden! Recycle and
Repurpose!!!

Luke Finamore will be working on his
Eagle Scout project. He is creating
an edging around the base of the
Mother Seton statue and adding some
plantings, mulch and a garden
bench. He cleared out the base of the
statue, added a weed barrier some
white stones and plants to enhance
the beauty of the statue.
Thank you Luke and Team!

Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~ July 11th, 2021
The 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI
JOY – A SIGN OF GOD
There is only one true sadness, not being a saint! French novelist, philosopher, essayist, Leon Bloy ends his
novel The Woman Who Was Poor with that much-quoted line. Here is a less known quote from Leon Bloy
which helps us understand why there is such a sadness in not being saint. Joy is a sure sign of the life of God
in the soul.
Joy is not just a sure sign of the life of God in the soul, it is a sign of the life of God – period. Joy constitutes the
inner life of God. God is joy. This is not something we easily believe. For lots of reasons we find it hard to think
of God as happy, as joyful, as pleased, and (as Julian of Norwich says) as relaxed and smiling. Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam, for all of our differences, have this in common. In our popular conception, we all conceive
of God as male, as celibate, and as generally displeased and disappointed with us. We struggle to think that
God is happy with our lives and, even more important, that God is happy, joyful, relaxed, and smiling.
Yet, how could it be otherwise? Scripture tells us that God is the author of all that is good and that all good
things come from God. Now, is there a greater goodness in this world than joy, happiness, laughter, and the
life-giving grace of a benevolent smile? Clearly not. These constitute the very life of heaven and are what
makes life on earth worth living. Surely then they take their origins inside of God. This means that God is
joyful, is joy.
If this is true, and it is, then we should not conceive of God as a disappointed lover, an angry spouse, or a
wounded parent, frowning in the face of our inadequacies and betrayals. Rather, God might be imagined as a
smiling grandmother or grandfather, delighting in our lives and energy, at ease with our littleness, forgiving
our weaknesses, and forever gently trying to coax us towards something higher.
A growing body of literature today suggests that the purest experience of love and joy on this earth is not
what is experienced between lovers, spouses, or even parents and their children. In these relationships, there
is inevitably (and understandably) enough tension and self-seeking to color both its purity and its joy. This is
generally less true in the relationship of grandparents to their grandchildren. That relationship, more free of
tension and self-seeking, is often the purest experience of love and joy on this earth. There, delight flows
more freely, more purely, more graciously, and mirrors more purely what is inside of God, namely joy and
delight.
God is love, scripture tells us; but God is also joy. God is the gracious, benevolent smile of a grandparent
looking with pride and delight at a grandchild.
However, how does this all square with suffering, with the paschal mystery, with a suffering Christ who
through blood and anguish pays the price of our sin? Where was God’s joy on Good Friday as Jesus cried out
in agony on the cross? As well, if God is joy, how do we account for the many times in our lives when, living
honestly inside of our faith and our commitments, we do not feel joyful, happy, laughter, when we struggle to
smile?
Joy and pain are not incompatible. Neither are happiness and sadness. Rather, they are frequently felt
together. We can be in great pain and still be happy, just as we can be pain-free, experiencing pleasure, and
be unhappy. Joy and happiness are predicated on something that abides through pain, namely, meaning; but
this needs to be understood. We tend to have an unhelpful, superficial notion of what constitutes both joy
and happiness. For us, they are incompatible with pain, suffering, and sadness. I wonder how Jesus would
have answered on Good Friday as he hung on the cross if someone had asked him, “Are you happy up there?”
I suspect he would have said something to this effect. “If you’re picturing happiness in the way you imagine it,
then no! I’m not happy! Today, of all days, particularly so! But what I’m experiencing today amidst the agony is
meaning, a meaning so deep that it contains a joy and a happiness that abide through the agony. Inside of the
pain, there is a profound joy and happiness in giving myself over to this. Unhappiness and joylessness, as you
conceive of them, come and go; meaning abides throughout those feelings.”
Knowing this still does not make it easy for us to accept that God is joy and that joy is a sure sign of the life of
God in the soul. However, knowing it is an important start, one we can build on.
There is a deep sadness in not being a saint. Why? Because our distance from saintliness is also our distance
from God and our distance from God is also our distance from joy.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

