April 25th, 2021

631-584-5454

1 Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780

The Parish of Saints Philip and James

Fourth Sunday of Easter

“I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I will lay down my life for the sheep. “
John 10: 14-15
“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be
Apostles of Hope”

Daily Mass: 7:30am and 9:15 am
Saturday 5pm Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon

STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF
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Website—www.sspj.org
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS
Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm
Open Thursday 9am-6pm
Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday
CLERGY
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Deacon John Keenan

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN
BUSINESS MANAGER
Virginia Portanova
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3
Charlotte Czujko
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6
Barbara Luna
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8
Dominick Avento
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Margaret Adams
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
Lynn Sisti
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
Dominick Avento
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
John Cordes
SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Diane M. Anderson
School Phone-631-584-7896 School Fax: 631-584-3258
TRUSTEES
Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato
Martin Marut, Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:

Weekly Collection: Sunday April 18th 2021 :
Faith Direct : (126Participants)
Total Collections:

$17,890.

$12,053.
3,253.
$ 15,306.

FAITH DIRECT: VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON:
USING SSPJ PARISH CODE: NY232

Sacraments
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program.
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before
visiting the reception hall. The Marriage Preparation process is
nine months before your proposed wedding date.
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School. Adults prepare
through RCIA.
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment.
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness,
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please
see the Sacristan before mass.
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic
adults desiring to become Catholic) are asked to contact the
Parish Center Office.
Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSONSTAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF
SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD
KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD
STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11
of the Federal Bankruptcy Law.
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months:
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc

Father Tom’s Letter
Dear Friends,

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday. We know Jesus is the Good Shepherd whose voice we seek. And the Good
Shepherd will always call us, guide us, wait for us. Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, reflects:
Jesus is telling us that he will keep calling in the same voice and when we begin to follow, he will keep
speaking. There will always be other voices, from within ourselves and from outside. How will we ever
learn to recognize his voice as different from our self-centered voices! One sure way (I know you are
not going to like this), is to trust the mystery. It seems that is part of his voice pattern. The Good
Shepherd seems to be calling always to his sheep to follow him into the unfamiliar, the pastures,
yonder, over there, and of his fidelity.
Let’s pray we always listen for and to the voice of Jesus and follow him more closely each day.
Again, this weekend some of our young parishioners have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. It has
been a delight to seal each of these Apostles of Hope with the gift of the Spirit as essential workers in bringing
the Easter message of God’s validation of Jesus’ vision of life to 2021. Congratulations to each of you and
your families! Many thanks to our Religious Education Team and our SSPJ faculty who have shared faith
with you. Please be on the lookout for the mailing Mr. Avento mentioned to you. We look forward to our
continued faith journey!
As I mentioned last week, I’d like to invite you to consider being part of a Dream Team. It has been
wonderful greeting you again at the church doors and it’s energizing to hear of your desire to “resurrect
community “as we safely emerge into the “new normal”. To do so you are a necessary part of making the
dream come true. Would you consider an Apostle of Hope role – perhaps to help coordinate an outdoor
Communion Breakfast for those receiving First Holy Communion? Or assist at an outdoor celebration of
married couple after a vow renewal? Or helping to celebrate our newly confirmed? Or ???? What dreams
might be possible? Let us open ourselves to a new Pentecost!
.
Again, I thank those who have already responded to our Catholic Ministries Appeal. As you see a little further
in the bulletin, the thermometer indicates we’re more than halfway there! May I ask you, if you have not as
yet done so, to please make a pledge or donation to CMA? Our parish feast day, the feast of Sts. Philip and
James is May 3rd. Might we go over the top by then, helping to support those in need on Long Island and, in
reaching our goal, give the rebate gift to our parish home? Thank you for your prayerful support.
And,

Just once, I want a username and password prompt to say, "close enough."
I'm a multitasker. I can listen, ignore and forget all at the same time!
I don't have grey hair. I have wisdom highlights.

My heart says chocolate and wine, but my jeans say, please, please, please, eat a salad!
Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities

Mass Intentions, For the week of April 25th, 2021
Saturday

Sunday

9:15am

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: K. Smith
EM: L. Sisti

Frances Tartamella

5:00pm

William & Geraldine Heneghan

April 25th, 2021

8am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Tom
Lector: E. Nicastro
EM: M. Latino

10:00am

Julius Varricchio

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Living-Pasquale Savarese
Howard Laderwager
Phillip Angeron
John Lettau
James Lynch
John Ficarra Jr

7:30am

Paul Czujko

9:15am

Aunt Frances Wiseman

7:30am

Gilbert Alfred Carnovale

9:15am

Livio Smolizza

7:30am

JoAnn Hildreth-Boccia

9:15am

Bunny Hayes

April 24th, 2021

Presider: Father Joe

Lector: A. Mantia
EM: M. Kenney

Eucharistic Adoration

Presider: Father Tom

Monday’s from 1:30pm7pm

Lector: B. Tobin
EM:B. Luna

In the Church
Monday

In the Mass and in
Eucharistic Adoration we
meet the merciful love of
God that passes through
the Heart of Jesus Christ.
Pope John Paul II
Remembering in Our Prayers~
Angie Mingione
Angela Amoroso
Anna Ormsby
Avery Akhogba
Arthur Gureck
Baby Ben
Barbara Bombace
Barbara Ruland
Bunny & Dave Hayes
Mattia Rose Lubrano
Belinda Groneman
Belinda Vega
Brianna Florio
Bob Keenan
Carol
Charles Figliosi
Claudia Chandler
Daniel Radice
Deirdre W.
Dolores North
Donna Patrissi
Dorothy Mitchell
Dylan Beach
Ella
Ellie Walsh
Ginny & John Rief
Gladys Blake
Gregory Parker
Helen
Ida Wehman
Joanna
Jack Donohue
John Cronin
John DeStefano
J.C.
Joseph S.

Luis Anthony
Antonette Sabatino
James Macchiano
John Harney
Judy Rampola
Kathleen N.
Kitty Cronin
Leon Donach
Mark Geld
Mark Hildreth
Mary Fresi
Maryann Kevlin
Maria Clark
Marie del Ciello
Marilyn Suli
Matthew Parrella
Marie & Frank Fiecco
Michael Fisher
Mike Lofaro
Monsignor Iocavacci
Pasquale Savarese
Peter Bertrand
Peter Donach
P.I.
Ricardo Buffit
Riordan Cavooris
Sara Jean Andersen
Sheila Ginty
Stephen Dolce
Steven Iglio
Theresa Kassay
Tara Cesarski
Tom Kiernan
Tom Unverzagt
Vivien Cordes
Victoria Zubrycky

Tuesday

Wednesday

April 26th, 2021

April 27th, 2021

April 28th, 2021

Thursday

April 29th, 2021

7:30am
9:15am

Mary D. Vanek
Collective Mass:
Margaret Olsen

Friday

April 30th, 2021

7:30am

Muriel Totter

9:15am

Carmel Mitchell

May 1st, 2021

9:15am

Thomas Powers

Lector: C. Burke
EM: A. Mantia

5:00pm

Steve Rannazzisi

May 2nd, 2021
Presider: Father Tom
Lector: P. O’Hara
EM: M. Kenney

8:00am

For the People of SSPJ

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: J. Contrino
EM: E. Sotomayer

10:00am

Rosemarie Sherow

Collective Mass

12:00pm

Rev. Richard Hendel
Msgr. Charles Guarino
James Sangemino
Michael McMahon
Rosemarie Sherow
Lucia Morando

Saturday

Sunday

Presider: Father Tom

Presider: Father Joe
Lector: L. Just
EM: B. Luna

Our Bread & Wine
For the Week of
April 25th, 2021
Are Offered In Loving Memory of,

Andrew Dunn and His Parents,
Agnes & George
With love,
Margaret
The Pro Life Rose
For the Week of April 25th, 2021
Is Offered In Memory of,
Gerard Belot and His Parents,
Florence & Alick

Our Altar Candles
For the Week of
April 25th, 2021
Are Illuminating the radiant Light
shining from the heart of,
Virginia Portanova
Thank you for sharing your hands, your
feet, your heart and your faith with
everyone that enters the doors of SSPJ…
With heartfelt appreciation for your
dedication and presence,
Your SSPJ Parish Family

Love,
Margaret

A Letter to Liturgical Ministers
Dear Liturgical Ministers,
May the grace and peace of the Risen Lord be with all of you! I look so forward to when we can resume
the many ways we gathered with each other as we celebrated at the Lord’s table prior to the pandemic. I
miss you and miss sharing that graced ministry with all of you. More than ever, what I’ve learned
during these past challenging months is how much I long to come to know each of you more personally
and have us know and greet our congregation more individually.
So, with a hopeful eye to the future, I’m requesting that, when we are able to return to sharing together
more fully in ministry, we recommit even more deeply to the Lord’s invitation to liturgical ministry.
This includes a promise to meet together for seasonal renewals during Advent and Lent, and to
gathering in the prayer room 15 minutes before each Mass at which we’re serving. This time will allow
us to greet each other, help us get to know each other a little better, be sure we know any specifics about
the upcoming liturgy and know to which station we’re assigned. We will also then have time to seek
replacements for any who are missing. Then we will briefly pray together and go to greet our fellow
parishioners gathering for Mass.
Fr. Joe and I are most grateful to each of you for your faithful service in your area of liturgical
ministry. At this time, let’s give particular thanks to Marty for creating the Eucharistic Minister
schedule, to Rita with our lectors, to Brenda with our altar servers, to Sister T with the ushers, to
Margaret with the cantors, and to our deacons. We are the church together.

As you know, the liturgy is the source and summit of our lives. We desire to provide an environment
encouraging full, active, conscious participation at Mass. Your service as liturgical ministers is vital.
Together let us hope and pray that pandemic restrictions will be able to be eased in the not too distant
future, and that this will inspire us to renew and deepen our dedication to serving our Lord and our
SSPJ family.
In thanksgiving,
Father Tom & Father Joe

Parish Social Ministry
Remembering in Our Prayers
Nicholas J. Gargiulo
Edward F. Campbell
Edward J. Condolff
Safely home in the arms of Jesus
Food...it nourishes us, it sustains us, it
supports our lives….

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:
CANNED CORNED BEEF HASH
PAPER TOWELS

We must protect creation for it is a gift which the Lord has
given us, it is God’s present to us; we are the guardians of
creation. When we exploit creation, we destroy that sign of
God’s love. To destroy creation is to say to God: “I don’t care”.
And this is not good.
SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND: MAY 1ST AND 2ND, 2021
FOR CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Half of the money collected in parishes with schools such as SSPJ Parish, and parishes that support
regional schools, stays with the SCHOOL. The other half of the monies collected are sent to the Diocese
and is given to Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation for scholarships.
The Tomorrow's Hope Foundation gives hundreds of children the opportunity to attend Catholic
elementary schools.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Registration is OPEN for the SSPJ CYO Track & Field Team.
ALL Boys and Girls grades 1-8 are invited to join. You do not need
to be a member of the school or parish in order to become a
member.
Please contact April Noon for information about the 2021 season
as well as registration forms and fees.
Sspjtrack2021@gmail.com
Due to circumstances that are beyond our control, unforeseen obstacles may arise that prohibit our
ability to communicate our “live stream events” on the parish website’s : Facebook page: SSPJ Church
We appreciate your understanding
There are occasions when the livestream filming becomes available later on in a given day, however that is
not always guaranteed.

GREAT TO ANNOUNCE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING AGAIN!
THIS YEAR IN LOVING TRIBUTE TO DEACON KEN MAHER

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS

PLEASE SUPPORT LUKE FINAMORE
WITH HIS EAGLE SCOUT FUNDRAISER!
DUE: MAY 1ST, 2021

This Sunday is known as Good
Shepherd Sunday. Jesus is the
Shepherd that laid down His life for
us, His sheep. We sing in the
Communion hymn, Gift of Finest
Wheat, about Jesus as the
Shepherd and we are His Sheep.
The special Communion hymn Rain
Down, tells of God’s love for us as
he rains down love for His people.
Do not forget print the words so you
can sing along and sing your praise
to God.
The baptism music ministry
needs singers and instrumentalists.
If you play an instrument or sing the
ministry could REALLY use your
help. You need not be in the choir
to help. This is open to the parish at
large. Adult and teens welcome.
It will take only a bite size piece of
you time. Baptisms are twice a
month at 2pm. The more people
there are the less the commitment.
The music is easy and the same at
every baptism. We are socially
distant and in a safe space.
So, please think about joining.
Contact me, Margaret Adams at the
Parish Center if you can help.
sspjmusicministry@gmail.com
or 631-584-5454

Father, I thank You for being the door
of Your sheep. Lord, I adore You
because You hear me, and through You
I am saved! The thief comes to steal, kill
and destroy, but Lord You have come so
that I may have life and have it more
abundantly! Thank You for being the
good shepherd who laid down His life
for the sheep! You are not a hireling
who sees His sheep as a job, but You are
the good shepherd who sees His sheep
as His children. So on this good
shepherd Sunday, I thank You because,
You know Your sheep and are known by
Your own. Thank You Lord!
Amen

Luke will be adding to the beautification of the front (25A
side) of the Monte Building as well as edging the base of the
Mother Seton Statue, adding plants .
He will also be adding a cement bench which he will paint to
resemble the finishing upon the Statue, with the help of
Aboff’s Paint Store.
Way to Go Luke!! We are So Thankful and Proud of YOU!

This Week from Sister T
Dear Friends,
If you recall, last week I shared with you the ‘Messages of Four Angels’, written
by my friend Joni Woelfel. During the week, and really for some time now, I have
been experiencing the Four Angels as Joni describes them: Fatigue Incarnate, the
angel of Steadfast Service, the angel of Generous Goodness, and the angel of
Divine Continuance. I hope that her questions and story lead you to some deep
thought. Each of us has experienced this pandemic year in our own way and so
the responses will vary according to each of us. God’s generosity be praised!
For me, it was not hard to identify with the angel Fatigue Incarnate. At first this
time of lockdown, total shutdown, was a welcome break from all the hustle and
bustle of daily living and work. As the time wore on, the isolation stirred up a
need for gathering and being with friends. For me, an extrovert, it really became a
challenge! Although I appreciated the time for reflection, I truly draw my strength
from people. Zoom became my best friend! To add to the difficulty of this time, my
sister passed away, and the inability to go to be with her husband and my
brother, both living in Arizona, leaves such a feeling of emptiness and lack of
closure. I was becoming weary and prayed for this time to pass.
Next, the angel of Steadfast Service became my saving force. In order to come
out of myself and rejuvenate, I needed to continue to minister in new and
creative ways. How could I reach others while not being able to be physically
present to them? One way was to use the idea of sharing a book with small
groups of people (The Song of the Seed – Joyce Rupp), a book that we could
reflect on and share about. The sharing became a haven and joy for me, as well as
for those who participated. Zoom was becoming a household word. Creative
solutions were beginning to emerge. Moms who normally didn’t have time
because they were running around taking their children to different activities now
found a little time for themselves and were grateful for it. People who never knew
each other joined in a group and shared at a level they never thought they would!
Despite all the unrest that was surrounding us, our parish tried to remain
Apostles of hope. The angel of Generous Goodness came into play, along with the
angel of Divine Continuance. For me, they spoke of new life in similar ways. In a
letter to the parishioners, our pastor spoke of ‘koinonia’, which is so beautifully
described during the readings at this Easter Season. He asked that we “as Easter
Disciples… responsibly roll away the stone… to create opportunities together for a
new Pentecost!” He is looking to create a ‘dream team’ of people who are willing
to “rebuild, rekindle, renew, and rejoice… in realistic ways of being koinonia”.
And so we are on the move!
As the quote from Henri Nouwen says: “We need to be angels for each other, to
give each other strength and consolation. Because only when we fully realize that
the cup of life is not only a cup of sorrow but also a cup of joy will we be able to
drink it.”
Have these angels made any impact on your experiences or thoughts in your
journey through this pandemic? Where do you go from here, and how do you
bring some semblance of peace and joy to others? Happy dreaming. But don’t
forget the call to action!
Till next week,
Sister Theresita

SSPJ SCHOOL~ KINDERGARTEN NEWS!

God Bless Our Confirmation Students , Sponsors and Families
Confirmation, Saturday, April 17th, 2021

Holy Spirit, strengthen our SSPJ
Confirmandi with your gifts of Wisdom,
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude,
Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord,
as a disciple of Christ.
Fill them with the joy of your presence.
Increase in them the fruit of your Spirit.
Help them to experience and trust your
dwelling within, so that they may count
on your guidance today and every day.
Show us the way to help one another
become better disciples of Jesus Christ,
sharing your love with our world and
with each person we encounter.
Amen.

2021 ~Catholic Ministries Appeal
The 2021 Goal for SSPJ is: $105,300.
Status as of April 19th, 2021
Pledges: $59,191. Payments Received: $38,085.
We are at 56% of GOAL!! Thank you!

2021 CMA
GOAL
$105,300
Thermometer
represents
Payments received
at
04/19/21

GOAL:
$105,300

Pledges at
4/19
$59,191.

Payments at
04/19/21

$38,085.

Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~May 1st, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI
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Why do sincere people so often find themselves at odds with each other? The issue here is not about when
sincerity meets insincerity or plain old sin. No. The question is why sincere, God-fearing people can find
themselves radically at odds with each other.
There’s an interesting passage in Nikos Kazantzakis’ autobiography that intimates far more than it reveals at first
glance. Commenting on Greek mythology and the many conflicts there among the gods and goddesses,
Kazantzakis writes this: “The heroes in ancient Greek tragedies were no more or less than Dionysus’s scattered
limbs, clashing among themselves. They clashed because they were fragments. Each represented only one part of
the deity; they were not an intact god. Dionysus, the intact god, stood invisible in the center of the tragedy and
governed the story’s birth, development, and catharsis. For the initiated spectator, the god’s scattered limbs,
though battling against one another, had already been secretly united and reconciled within him. They had
composed the god’s intact body and formed a harmony.”
In Greek mythology, the supreme god, Dionysus, was intact, containing all the scattered pieces of divinity that took
particular incarnations in various gods, goddesses, and human persons. Inside Dionysus, the intact god, there was
harmony, everything fitted together, but everywhere else various pieces of divinity wrestled and sparred with each
other, forever in tension and in power struggles.
That image is a fertile metaphor shedding light on many things. Among other things, it can help us understand
what’s at the root of many of the conflicts between sincere people and why we have a lot of religious differences.
What is the root cause when people are at odds with each other and there is no insincerity or sin involved, when
both parties are honest and God-fearing? Today we speak of ideological differences, historical differences, political
differences, and personal history as to why sincere people often see the world differently and are at odds with each
other. We have a language for that. However, I’m not sure our current language (for all its sophistication) captures
the heart of this as clearly as does that particular metaphor inside Greek mythology. In the end, aren’t we all
grabbing our own piece of god and making it the be all and end all, without accepting that those we are fighting
also have a piece of god, and we have divinity fighting divinity?
Boiled down to its root, isn’t that what lies at the base of the tension between “conservative” and “liberal”, between
soul and spirit, between head and heart, between young and old, between body and soul, and between the other
binaries that divide us? Haven’t each of us grabbed an authentic piece of divinity and (because we don’t have a
vision of the intact God) let our piece of divinity become the prism through which everything else must be seen?
We are not an “initiated spectator” who, as Kazantzakis puts it, has enough of a vision of the intact God to see how
all the pieces ultimately fit in harmony. So we continue in our disharmony.
Much too can be gleaned from this image in terms of how we view other religions. Writing around the year 200 AD,
one of our renowned Church Fathers, Clement of Alexandria, wrote a book he entitled (in Greek), Stromata, a word
which literally means “being strewn about”. His concept (carefully nuanced through his Christian lens) was that
God, while revealed normatively in Jesus Christ, is also “strewn” (in pieces) in other religions and in nature itself. In
essence, what he is saying is that there are pieces of God lying around everywhere, though Clement doesn’t
elaborate on how these discrete pieces of divinity often fight with each other.
More recently, Raimondo Panikkar (died 2010), one of the major Christian commentators on world religions, again
picked up this concept of God as “strewn” and applied it to world religions. For him, what Christianity sees as
contained in the Trinity is experienced in pieces in by people in other faiths. For example, certain faiths, like
Buddhism, make central the experience of contingency, awe, dependence, and self-effacement in the face of what
they believe to be “God”. For Panikkar, these are religions of “God the Father”. Some other faiths, particularly
Christianity but also Judaism and Islam, strongly emphasize “God, the Father”, but their scriptures and other beliefs
have an incarnational principle, a “Christ”. Certain other religions such as Taoism and Hinduism focus much more
on the experience of spirit, the “Holy Spirit”. Since we each emphasize one particular aspect of God, it is no
surprise that, despite sincerity on all sides, we often don’t get along.
And so we, sincere, God-fearing people, are often at odds with each other; but it’s helpful to know (and
acknowledge) that an “intact” God stands invisible in the center of our conflicts and watches us fight with “his
scattered limbs”, knowing that in the end all these strewn pieces will be united again in harmony.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

