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September 27th, 2020 

Twenty-sixth Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

 

 

“Humbly regard others as more  

important than yourselves” 

Philippians 2:3 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 
Deacon Ken Maher 

 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Virginia Portanova 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR 

Catherine Darrow 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Martin Marut,  Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro 

  

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:                                                                                                 $17,890.                           
                          Weekly Collection:    Sunday  September 20th, 2020                                                           $  9,315. 
      
                                                 Faith Direct :     (121 Participants)                                                                              3,044. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                         Total Weekly Collection:                                                                                        $12.359. 
                                                                                                                                       

Your continued support of SSPJ is very much appreciated. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY 

FAITH DIRECT: 
GO TO SSPJ.ORG 

CLICK ON THE FAITH 
DIRECT ICON 

Parish of Saints Philip and 
James account code 

NY232 when signing up 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 

We’ve all had “yes/no” experiences in life similar to today’s gospel.  Consider these thoughts from Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP: 

Aren’t we glad we have had opportunities in our lives to change our minds? Somehow, after a reluctant holding 
out, we took a chance and said "yes" to the grace of the moment and that has made all the difference: in a 
relationship, a vocation, or in a moment of repentance for a regrettable deed done.  Parents will easily identify 
with today’s parable of the reluctant child who, at first, would not obey the parent, but changes his mind and 
does what the parent wants after all. While the seeming-obedient child responds to the parent’s request with a 
quick, "Yes sir," and goes his own way.... 

When asked why they don’t go to church, a lot of people will say it’s because they find religious people to be 
hypocrites. Maybe they work or attend school with people who say they are churchgoers, but cheat customers or 
their bosses, favor one class of people over another, don’t respect their coworkers, etc. These Christians seem to 
have said "yes" to Christ, but their lives reflect their true response is "no." 

Maybe that’s the point Pope Francis is making in, "The Joy of the Gospel." All the baptized are called to be 
evangelizers. If we have said our "yes" to Christ through our baptism, then just going to church on Sundays is 
not enough. Our "yes" must be followed by going into the vineyard "today." Each day our words and actions 
must be consistent with what we say about believing in Jesus. There is that old saying, "If it were a crime to be a 
Christian would there be enough evidence against us to put us in jail?" 

  

I’d like to encourage all who are able to spend some time in Adoration on Mondays, any time between 1:30pm and 7pm.  
This is such an important time to pray for our world, our homes, our parish, our country.  Spending time before the 
Blessed Sacrament, not only speaking, but also listening to Jesus who prays that “we all may be one”, draws us closer to 
him and to one another.  I love this line from one of our Eucharistic prayers: “that in a world torn by strife and division, 
your people may shine forth as a prophetic sign of unity and concord”.  Let us join in prayer to be that PROPHETIC 
sign of unity. 

    

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jonathan Nicastro for his many years of generous service on SSPJ School 
Board and for his time serving as Board Chair.  You did an outstanding job, Jon!   Your presence and support have 
greatly blessed our school.  At this time, I am delighted to thank and welcome Mrs. Jennifer Wos who has graciously 
accepted the position as SSPJ School Board Chair. 

 

This Thursday we enter the month of October, traditionally a month dedicated to respecting life.  We pray for increased 
respect for the gift of life at all stages and in all places and for policies which promote dignity and justice for all.  
Throughout his life Jesus clearly states that our relationship to God is determined by our relationships with one another. 
This demands that Christians be attuned to anything that would diminish life at all its stages. From the womb to tomb, 
from birth to death, and at every stage between, we are called to treat all of life with dignity, respect, honor, and 
reverence.     

 

And, back in school and in math class: 

 How do you stay warm in an empty room?   Go stand in the corner—it’s always 90 degrees. 

 What do you call friends who love math?    Algebros.  

 Never trust math teachers who use graph paper. They're always plotting something. 

                                                                    

                                                                                            Peace, 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of September 27th, 2020                                                                       

Saturday September 26th, 2020  
 

Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: C. Burke 

 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Joann Ruf 
 
 

Lucille Mignone 

Sunday September 27th, 2020 
Presider:  Father Tom 
Lector: G. Fitzpatrick 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: R. Donegan 

10:00am Paulina Calicchia 

 Collective Mass 
Presider:  Father  Joe 

Lector: L. Just 

12:00pm William Somerville 
Jerome Castronova 

Mr. Ray Ebert 
Mrs. Loren Ebert 

Monday September 28th, 2020~ 
St. Wenceslaus 

7:30am John Long 

  9:15am Agnes Souza 

Tuesday September 29th, 2020~ 
Sts. Michael, Gabriel and 

Raphael 

7:30am Stephen Crandall 

  9:15am Rino Nori 

Wednesday September 30th 2020~ 
St. Jerome 

7:30am Thomas Reid 

  9:15am John Long 

Thursday October 1st, 2020~  
St. Therese of  the Child Jesus 

7:30am Living-Kathleen Kelsch  

 Collective Mass 9:15am  

Friday October 2nd, 2020~ 
The Holy Guardian Angels 

7:30am Patricia McNeely 

  9:15am Madeline Haggerty 

Saturday October 3rd 2020~ 
 
 

Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: M. Dreschler 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Mary Carmen Pontilo 
 
 

Brian Brett 

Sunday October 4th, 2020 
Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: L. Halluska 

 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: A. Kaiser 

10:00am Edward H.L. Smith 

 Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: M. Hoonhout 

12:00pm Michael Kaleita 
Richard Blake 

Harold Worthington 

Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 

Anna Ormsby 
Arthur Gureck 

Baby Ben 
Barbara Bombace 

Barbara Sisti Russo 
Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Belinda Groneman  

Belinda Vega 
Bob Keenan 

Brooke Remhild 
Claudia Chandler 

Daniel Radice 
Deirdre W. 

Dolores North 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Dylan Beach 
Ellie Walsh 

Ginny & John Rief 
Gladys Blake 

Gregory Parker 
Ida Wehman 

Jack Donohue 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
J.C. 

Joseph S. 
Judy Cunnius 

Alphonsus M.Hoonhout 

Antonette Sabatino 
Judy Rampola 

Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin 

Leon Donach 
Mary Fresi 

Maria Clark 
Marie del Ciello  

Matthew Parrella 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Monsignor Iocavacci 

Peter Donach 
P.I. 

Ricardo Buffit 
Richard Cembrale 
Riordan Cavooris 

Sara Jean Andersen 
Stephen Dolce 
Tara Cesarski 
Tom Focone 

Vivien Cordes 
Victoria Zubrycky 
Vicki Archdeacon 

William Quinn 
 

For our Nation in time   
of crisis 

Remembering in Our Prayers~  

Eucharistic Adoration –In 
Church 

 
Monday’s  from 1:30-7pm 

 
      Except on 10/12 due to Columbus 

day  
On 9/28  10/19 

Adoration will conclude 

At 6pm. 

We Remember… Resting in the arms of Jesus… 
Constance Rose McCahey 

Irene Jezsik  
Donna M. Felli 

 

Jesus, thank You for 
humbling Yourself to walk 
alongside us as a man. Help 
our leaders be willing to 
walk alongside each other, 
their constituents, and 
especially the 
marginalized. Our leaders 
have different opinions and 
priorities; give them the 
wisdom to navigate 
differences and work 
together to strengthen our 
country. Remind us in this 
election year that You have 
called Christians to be one 
body.  
Amen  



Why should we support our Church? 

Because…. 
                               Giving is compassionate,                                                                                                 

Giving is ministry,                                                                                                          
Giving is wise,                                     

Giving is worship,                                                                                                           

and Giving is safe                                                                                                           
     because we serve the God of abundant riches  

 
At the end of the day, our greatest desire is that the God who made us, the God who saved us, and the God 

who will bring us into his kingdom one day will receive glory forever and ever.  

There is no greater motivator than the glory of God, and giving is one way we honor him. 

But we must remember that every Christian virtue, including giving, happens under the banner of his 

grace.  
                       “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit” (Philippians 4:23). 

We do not support Christian ministries in order to earn God’s favor, we do not pray in order to earn God’s 

favor, we do not attend church in order to earn God’s favor, we do not do anything in order to earn God’s 

favor. 

We do everything in response to the favor he has graciously shown us, and continues to graciously show us 

each day, and will graciously show us forever. 

 

THE HARVEST CONTINUES FROM THE “GROW TO GIVE” GARDEN 

All good things come from heaven! 
From the soil to to those who need... 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phil%204%3A23&version=ESV;NIV


Mass Reservations ~ HOLD THE PAPER! 
 
To Our Most Wonderful, Kind and Faith filled Parishioners, 
 
We THANK YOU, for your understanding and compliance in scheduling your Sunday mass reservation. 
 
With sincere appreciation for this continued effort, we inform you that :  
 

YOU NO LONGER HAVE TO BRING THE PRINT OUT OF THE MASS RESERVATION TO MASS. 
 

We will have your name on the mass reservation list and that will suffice. 
 
As we enter flu season, we wish to refrain from handling unnecessary papers, as well as refrain from using so much 
paper. 

 

Parish Social Ministry 

Blessing of Animals ~ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH, 2020  
AT 1:30PM 

  
We will gather , safely distanced and wearing masks, 

near the statue of the Sacred Heart, the area at the front edge 
of the parking lot. 

If you bark, purr, fly, gallop, slither, swim, hop, etc…. 
You are invited to bring your owner and join us as we remember 

St. Francis’ great love for all of God’s creation 
And ask His blessing on those special creatures with whom we 

share our world and our lives. 

FOOD PANTRY  HELP 
 CHEERIOS 

  
DINTY MOORE BEEF STEW 

  
PAPER TOWELS 
SIZE 4 DIAPERS 

  
KING KULLEN & STOP & SHOP 

GIFT CARDS 
  

GAS GIFT CARDS 

9/27/20 “The environment is God's gift to 
everyone, and in our use of it we have a 

responsibility towards the poor, towards 
future generations and towards humanity as 

a whole. . . Our duties towards the 
environment are linked to our duties towards 
the human person, considered in himself and 

in relation to others. It would be wrong to 
uphold one set of duties while trampling on 

the other”. (Pope Benedict XVI) 



OH MY GOSH!  WE ARE ALMOST THERE!!! 

OUR PLEDGES ARE AT 92% OF GOAL  
OUR PAYMENTS ARE AT 84% OF GOAL 

During this very difficult time, it is with great appreciation and gratitude  
for your sacrifices and generosity to the SSPJ 2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal. 

 

Our Parish receives its CMA rebate only when our payments 
received equal our goal of $111,000 

 
Our Parish Rebate will support us in the efforts necessary to ensure our 

compliance with regulations for maintaining the infrastructure of our Parish. 

2020 CMA  
GOAL 

$111,000 

 

Pledges 
received as 
of 9/22/20 

$101,714. 

 

Payments 
received at 

9/22/20 

$93,129 

CMA UPDATE: 
 

WE ARE ALMOST AT 

GOAL: 
$9,286 AWAY FROM 

PLEDGED GOAL  
 

$17,871 AWAY FROM 
PAYMENTS =GOAL 

 



A Reflection from Sister T~ 

 

 

September 23, 2020 
  
Dear Friends, 
  
Recently, I had the privilege to present a session to some communication students at the University of 
Rhode Island in a class taught by my former student Gail Lowney Alofsin. I talked to them about 
complaining – not about how to complain, but rather about how to create a world without complaints. 
The topic originated from a book and video by William Bowen entitled Complaint Free World. In today’s 
climate and situations, it is an important message for all of us to hear as we continue to build 
relationships while trying to stay healthy and keep a positive attitude. 
Here are a few of the takeaways the students voiced:  
  

“I didn’t realize that I/ we complain so much.” 
“[I learned] the difference between a complaint and stating a fact.” 
“We need to try and find a solution, don’t just focus on the problem.” 

“The more we train our brain to think positive thoughts, the happier we will be.” 
“Complaints are very destructive.” 

  
This short session was meant to help the students become aware of the fact that we can create a 
complaint free world, even if it is only in our own area of the world. I believe that they can lead by 
example. 
  
As I was preparing to talk to the students, I couldn’t help but think of Moses and the Israelites 
wandering in the desert. Even though Moses brought them out of slavery, the Israelites still had 
complaints. I wonder why we sometimes continue to complain even when we apparently have so much 
to be grateful for? Why do we complain so much? Don’t most of us have the things we need, even if 
they aren’t all the things we want? Have we taken to social media platforms to complain? Are we 
capable of listening to another’s opinion different than our own? Or does a heated discussion ensue? 
Lots of questions. 
  
For me, I have had to learn to listen more carefully and respect the other’s opinion even if we disagree. 
Judgement is not mine to make. Can I remain kind even when I don’t agree with someone? Can I find 
our common ground? A lot of deep breathing and prayer are definitely necessary. Jesus gives us the 
perfect example of listening while being kind and compassionate. We just need to stop and be aware. 
  
This week I challenge you to pay attention to how much you complain. Are you complaining about the 
weather, your job, your family, or your face mask? Can you turn that complaint into a thought about 
something positive like the coming fall colors or gratitude for a job that helps care for your family? A 
few deep breaths and a prayer will help! 
  
Till next week, 
  
Sister Theresita        

SSPJ RCIA ANNOUNCEMENT 
“Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, not has the human heart conceived what God has prepared for those 
who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 
 
Do you have a family member or friend who has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?  Are you 
looking to renew your faith and reacquaint yourself with what we believe and do as Catholics?  Has ritual 
become rote, going to Mass routine?  Do you say the words of the Creed automatically but not with 
understanding?   
 
Anyone who wishes to become Catholic (i.e. needs baptism), complete their sacraments (i.e. Confirmation or 
First Communion), or deepen their understanding and appreciation of the Catholic faith, are most welcome to 
participate in the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) program.  The RCIA Team of the Parish of 
Saints Philip & James will conduct weekly hour-long Zoom sessions on the basics of Catholic doctrine, 
prayer, sacraments, and spirituality.  Anyone interested please contact Michael Hoonhout at 631-885-3780 or 
Sr. Theresita at 631-584-5454, x214.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity! 
 
“The mysteries of our faith are not roadblocks that close off human understanding, but lofty mountains 
inviting us to climb higher, and deep pools enticing us to dive deeper, into God’s wisdom and love for 
us.” (Anonymous) 



The Ministry of Music 

The God of All Grace has blessed us today. 
Giving us in faith, hope and love as we gather in His name. 

  
It is strange to be writing this and not trying to recruit members for the choirs. I have never in my 22 
years here as your music director been in this position. Singing is such an important part of liturgy 
and choirs enhance it so much. However, this year we find ourselves in a different situation, a different 
world where singing at full volume is not recommended. So, choirs are on hold until further notice. 
Music however changed, goes on. Instruments are back and cantors still doing a great job. Music does 
soothe the soul, gives us hope and inspiration to go out and spread the Gospel in a hurting world. 
So, do keep singing just softer in church and louder at home. 
As our Gathering hymn suggests, God is with us today and everyday filling us with faith as we gather, 
hope to shield us from fear and love that we find in Him. 
  
As we begin autumn you may notice some music changes. The Gloria is back! We are using the setting 
from the Mass of St. Ann by Ed Bolduc. Go on- line and listen, to familiarize yourself with the tune. 
Also, we are singing the Mass parts from the Mass of Christ the Savior by Dan Schutte. We will be 
staying with these settings until Advent.  
  
It is a challenge singing without hymnals. Maybe sing the refrain, as most of the time the words and 
music stay the same or sing what you can remember. I do try and pick songs the we know while 
keeping to the day’s theme. 
  

I have the songs for the weekend on our website. Go look and see what’s coming up.  
The words to the songs are online. If you google the title, the words should come up. 
 It’s nice to know what we are singing next. Remember, louder at home softer in church. 
                    God doesn’t care if we are perfect as long as we try. 

                                           Sing your praise to God. 



  
              Registration for the 2020~2021  Religious Education Year  

           WILL CONCLUDE ON OCTOBER 13TH, 2020 
   
We welcome all New Families to our Religious Education Program!  We ask that you contact the Religious Education 
Office at  631-584-3204 so that we can welcome you to our program and discuss information needed to register.  

  
We welcome back all Religious Ed families and ask you to  

Complete the application for re-registration  emailed to all families. 
If you should have any questions kindly contact the religious education office . 

Registration forms can be found on our website: sspj.org 
Kindly complete the registration information, attach the family contribution, and drop off at the Parish center 

office or mail to the Parish center at 
SSPJ Parish One Carow Place St. James, NY   11780 

ATTN:  Religious Education Office 
   If you have any concerns or if there is assistance we can provide please do not hesitate to reach out to us at    

631-584-3204. 
Thank you and may you continue to feel God’s wonderful blessings in your hearts. 

Religious Education: CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL   ITS TRUE!! 

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL FOR  
ONLY STUDENTS AND THEIR SPONSOR 

 RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT ON: 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD  
AT BOTH 11AM AND 2PM: 

 

Your rehearsal will held on : 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH  AT 7PM IN THE 

CHURCH 

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL FOR                              
ONLY STUDENTS  AND THEIR SPONSOR  

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT ON: 
 

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH  
AT BOTH 11AM AND 2PM: 

 
Your rehearsal will be held on : 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19TH AT 7PM IN THE 
 CHURCH 

Please arrive 15 minutes EARIER  to assist us in seating you 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BOOK ARE READY TO BE PICKED UP!! 
 

BOOK PICK UP IS AVAILABLE MONDAY-THURSDAY: September 28th-October 1st 
FROM 9AM UNTIL 7PM IN THE STS PHILIP & JAMES ROOM 

 
And :  FRIDAY, October 2nd FROM 9AM-3PM  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY,  

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH CENTER OFFICE AT 631-584-5454 IF YOU NEED TO 
COLLECT YOUR BOOK ON FRIDAY 

( Entrance  to the SSPJ room is located behind the Parish Center Office) 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 Religious Education year.  
On-line classes will begin on Sunday, October 4th, 2020 

 This year we are using the Google Classroom platform to bring religious 
education lessons to our families.  The lessons have been carefully and 

prayerfully planned by our Religious Education Coordinators: 
  

Mrs. Charlotte Czujko – Communion I and II (1st-2nd grades) and 3rd grade. 
Mrs. Barbara Luna  - 4th-6th grade Coordinator 

Dominick Avento -Confirmation I & Confirmation II (7th – 8th grade) 

We encourage families  to frequently visit the parish website at SSPJ.org for 
news and updates on our religious education tab.  On the website you will find a 
“Welcome” video as well as an instructional tutorial regarding google classroom. 

“We are all in this together!” 



God Bless SSPJ School First Holy Communion Students 

 

 

 

May You Always Feel Jesus in your hearts 



SSPJ SCHOOL FALL PLANT SALE 

 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

G O D  I S  H A P P Y  

Christianity, Judaism, and Islam ultimately all believe in the same God. Interestingly, too, in the popular mind 
they also all tend to conceive of God in the same way, namely, as male, celibate, and not being particularly 
happy. 

Well, the gender of God is not something we can ever conceptualize. God is neither male or female, nor some 
androgynous mix of gender. So how can we conceptualize God’s gender? We can’t, pure and simple. 
Classically we’ve spoken of God as male, even as we know that this isn’t exactly true because we affirm, 
dogmatically, that God is ineffable, incapable of ever being captured in any concept. That also holds true for 
our notion of God as celibate, as not having a wife. How masculinity and femininity interrelate in God is also 
ineffable, incapable of being conceived of, but we know God is not simply a male celibate. 

But what about that other popular notion, namely, that God is not particularly happy, especially with us? 

Here we have a clear answer: God is happy. How can God not be? If God is perfect oneness, perfect 
goodness, perfect truth, perfect beauty, and perfect fullness in every way, how then can God not be perfect 
happiness? An unhappy God would not be God for such a God would be lacking the power to make Himself 
(pardon the pronoun) happy. Not a minor inadequacy for God. So a perfect God is also a perfectly happy God. 
But that’s a metaphysical statement. We can still ask, is God happy emotionally and is God happy with us? 
Mustn’t God frown at times and shake his head in disappointment at our behavior? Surely God can’t be happy 
with a lot that goes on in our world. God can’t be happy in the face of sin. 

Well, just as in every other thing about God, there are things here we cannot comprehend. However, this 
much must be affirmed, both from what’s deepest in revelation in our scriptures and from the testimony of 
countless good people: God is happy! God is not habitually disappointed with us, frowning at our weaknesses, 
and sending the majority of us to hell. Rather, God is like the loving parent of a little child, forever luring us 
forwards, delighting in our energy, wanting us to flourish, saddened when we act in ways that bring 
unhappiness to others and to ourselves, but understanding of weakness rather than angry and unhappy. 

Julian of Norwich, the famed mystic, describes God this way: God sits in heaven, smiling, completely relaxed, 
his face looking like a marvelous symphony. When I first read this passage some years ago, I was taken 
aback both by the concept of God as smiling and by the image of God as relaxed. I had never thought of God 
as “relaxed”. Surely with all that’s happening in our world and surely with all the betrayals, large and small, in 
our lives, God must be tense, frustrated and anxious. It’s difficult but easier to picture God as smiling (at least 
sometimes), but it’s exceedingly difficult to picture God as relaxed, as not being tense about all that’s wrong 
with us and our world. 

Here’s my journey in grappling with that. I was wonderfully blessed in my religious background. From my 
parents and family, through the parish community I grew up in, through the Ursuline nuns who taught me in 
school, you couldn’t have ordered a more-ideal faith milieu. I experienced faith and religion being lived out in 
real life in a way that gave it credibility and made it attractive. My seminary training and theological studies 
strongly reinforced that. But, all that time, underneath, there was a picture of a God who wasn’t very happy 
and who smiled only when the occasion merited it, which wasn’t very often. The consequence of that in my life 
was an anxious attempt always to measure up, to be good enough, to not make God unhappy, and to earn 
God’s approval and affection.  But of course, we can never be good enough, never measure up, and so it’s 
natural to believe that God is never really happy with us and never really happy at all. 

In theory, of course, we know better. We tend to have a healthier concept of God theoretically; but the heart is 
not so easy to bring onside. It’s hard to feel inside myself that God is happy, happy with us, happy with me. It 
has taken me seventy years to realize, accept, take consolation in, and finally bathe in the fact that God is 
happy. I’m not sure what pulled all the triggers inside me that helped me make that shift, but the fact that God 
is happy comes to me now whenever I’m praying whole-heartedly, nakedly, and sincerely. It’s also what 
comes to me when I look at the saints in my life, those men and women whom I most look up to in faith, who 
reflect the face of God for me. They’re happy, relaxed, and not perpetually frowning in displeasure. 
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