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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

                    April 29, 2018 

Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 
 

 

“I AM THE TRUE VINE, and my Father is the vine 
grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 

and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.” 

                             John 15:1-5 

 



 
Pastor 

  
Associate Pastor 

  
Deacon 

  
Deacon 

 
Deacon 

  
Director of Music 

  
Business Manager 

  
Director of Facilities 

 
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 

  
Religious Education  Coordinator  Grades1-2 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 3-6 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 7-8 

  
Religious Education Administrator 

  
Youth Minister 

 
Father Tom Haggerty 

  
Father Patrick Osei-Poku 

  
Deacon Ronald Blasius 

  
Deacon John Keenan 

  
Deacon Ken Maher 

  
Margaret Adams 

  
Virginia Portanova 

  
John Cordes 

 
Lynn Sisti 

  
Charlotte Czujko 

  
Barbara Luna 

  
Dominick Avento 

  
Suzanne Fitzgibbon 

  
Frank Brancaccio 

Pastoral Team 

Parish Center Office Hours:   
  

Tuesday & Wednesday:  9am-5pm 
Thursday: 9am-8pm 

Friday: 9am-12 Noon 
Saturday: 10am-2pm 

Sunday ~ Closed 
Monday: 9am-8pm 

Parish Center Phone ~ 631-584-5454 Parish Center Fax~ 631-862-9675 Web ~ www.sspj.org 

  
  
  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council  
Claire DiCarlo, Chris Donnelly, Richard Frazita, Lou Guerra, Kelsey Greco, Cynthia Lombardi,  

Martin Marut, Ann Mondrone, Mary Ann Pose, Noel Rannazzisi, Tom Sica, Dr. John Primavera 

Trustees 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

  

SSPJ School—Principal Ruth E. Testa 
School Phone : 631-584-7896   School Fax:  631-584-3258 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 

Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is nine 
months before your proposed wedding date. 

Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare through 
RCIA. 

Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to pray with the 

person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on the first Sunday of the month following the 12:00mass please see the Sacristan before 
mass. 

R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the Parish Center 
Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm  Friday 8-9pm 



Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends,  

Next weekend we begin our parish celebrations of First Communion, a joyful time as our children share with 
us at the Table of the Lord.  We welcome them, and affirm them and their families and our Communion 
Coordinator, Charlotte Czujko and all the catechists who have prepared them to receive the Body and Blood 
of Christ.  Their joy and excitement touch our hearts. Does joy and excitement touch our hearts as we receive 
Eucharist?  One parent told me that after Mass one day his child asked him why the people in church just sit 
there and look so sad.  These young ones call us to a new communion, a new awakening of the gift we have 
been given.  They challenge us to let our inner selves be set free by the Risen One who gives himself to us. 
 
From shepherd to gardener – in today’s gospel Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the branches.”  He reminds 
us that healthy plants need pruning, and that this pruning process brings forth more abundant and stronger 
blooms.  He also says, “Remain in me”.   That phrase is both very comforting and very challenging, for as 
Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, says, Jesus asks his disciples to “remain” which is different from “stay stuck”. Jesus is 
preparing them for their going out as he himself moves on.  Jesus prepares us to go out as Apostles of Hope, 
to be active, engaged participants in worship, in service and in community.  While the pathway may differ 
for each of us, we are all called and we are all chosen to be vital branches, witnessing to the hope of our vine, 
Jesus. 
 

I am delighted to welcome all of you next weekend, May 5th & 6th, the Saturday/Sunday closest to the feast 
of our patrons, Sts. Philip and James, to come and celebrate our “new/old church”: the Bethany Center.  
Thank you to all who made this dream finally become a reality.  Why the name “Bethany Center”?  Bethany 
was the place of hospitality where Jesus spent such precious time with friends. 

 
We look forward to this becoming a new center for us to deepen our lives of faith and friendship. 
 

Many thanks to all who so generously and faithfully responded to our children’s weekly reflections. We will 
shortly convene the catechists to review and revise this process, refining how we will present them next year.  
If any of you would like to share your reflections on the experience of responding to the young ones, please 
forward your comments to me.  Thank you for your ministry of outreach and evangelization. 
 
I hope to see you for some “fine dining” at this year’s Dine Around, Monday April 30th! 
 
And, with apologies in advance: 

  - I recently got crushed by a pile of books, but I suppose I've only got my shelf to blame. 

  - A man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation for a local swimming pool. So I gave 
him a glass of water. 

  - I went to a really emotional wedding the other day. Even the cake was in tiers. 

- I had to quit my job at the shoe recycling factory. It was just sole destroying. 

                               

                                                                                                                         Peace, 



Music Ministry 

Second Collection Next 
Weekend: 

May 5th & 6th, 2018 
 

For Catholic 

Elementary 

Schools 

  
  Half of the money 
collected in parishes 

that have schools, such 
as SSPJ, stays within 

the school. 
  

  The remaining  
portion of money 

collected is sent to the 
Diocese of Rockville 
Center and is given to 

Tomorrow’s Hope 
Foundation for 
scholarships. 

  
  .  

Your kindness and 
generosity are greatly 

appreciated. 

A little bit of music history… 
  
We here at SSPJ use four Mass Settings.  Mass Settings are parts of the Mass written by the same composer. All these 
settings are in our Music Issue and should be very familiar to us. If you have noticed I change Mass parts with each 
church season; Advent, Lent, Christmas Easter and Ordinary time. Some of these settings are more festive than others 
so I pick according to the season.  
  
Now, during the Easter season we are singing the Mass of Christ the Savior by Dan Schutte. We will be singing this 
through Easter until we are back in ordinary time. Then we will change again. 
  
The parts of the Mass are called the Ordinary parts. This means words stay the same but the music changes. 
The Gathering, Presentation, Communion and Sending Forth  are the Proper parts of the Mass.  
Here the music and words  are different. 
  
Along with the Mass of Christ the Savior we also use the Mass of Creation, Mass of Renewal and Mass of 

Resurrection. 
  
In the future we may learn other Mass Settings. It’s hard to learn new music because it’s unfamiliar but the more 

it is used the  familiar the music becomes and only adds to our worship experience. 



The Good News of Sts. Philip & James School 
 

 
 

Enrolling Now 

for the 2018- 2019 School Year! 
 

SSPJ School Pre-K -5th grade & SSPJ Academy 6th - 8th grade 

 

The best gift you can give a child is a Catholic Education. 
It is a gift that will last a lifetime. 

 

Sts. Philip & James School offers: 
 

High Academic Standards 
 

Strong Faith Formation 
 

Community Support 
 

Character development in a safe and welcoming environment 
 

Personal and individualized attention 
 

Strong focus on providing leadership and service to others 
 

And, SO MUCH MORE 
 
 

You are welcome to stop in and visit! 

View the SSPJ Website and Facebook Page to see all that we have to offer. 
 

Kindly Contact , Mrs. Ruth Testa, School Principal 
 For additional information  

Or, to setup a tour/class visit, 

SSPJ SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE AFTER ALL MASSES ON  
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MAY 5TH & 6TH, 2018 



SSPJ School Its an Awesome Place!  Here’s Why... 

 

 

  
 
 

IT IS THAT TIME OF YEAR 
AGAIN!! 

  
THE SSPJ SCHOOL GUILD 

PLANT SALE WILL BE HELD ON: 
  

Tuesday & Wednesday:  

May 8th and May 9th, 2018 

From 10 am until 3pm 

In The School Auditorium 

This Wonderful Sale is OPEN TO 
ALL PARISHONERS!!! 

A wide variety of flowers are 
available 

For purchase! 
  

THIS MONDAY!! 



 

Pledges 
at 

4/17/2018 
 

$101,340. 

 GOAL 
 

$119,700.

We are currently at 85% of our Catholic Ministries Appeal Goal of $119,700! 
 

Many thanks for your kindness and generosity of heart! 



  
  

The Parish of Saints Philip & James 
359 Clinton Avenue , Saint James,  New York 11780 

  
 Invite All to Celebrate  Mass 

  
 In Honor of  All Uniformed Services Personnel 

  
 On, 

  
 Sunday, May 20th, 2018  

  
At   10:00am 

 
   

All Police, Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS,  
Court Officers and Military Personnel  

Are Welcome and Invited to Attend  
This  celebration of the Eucharist . 

  
Surrounded by the SSPJ Parish Family, 
We will extend a blessing upon all of the  

Uniformed Men and Women who work and serve us in  
Countless ways through their heroism and service  

  
For further information  

Please contact: 
  

Roger Urce at (631) 682-1677—SCPD Retired 
 

   
Fellowship reception to Follow the Mass in the Parish Auditorium 

  
We look forward to having you join us at this special celebration. 

  
All Denominations Are Welcome. 

  

Please wear your uniforms for this celebration! 
  





Parish Social Ministry 

 
 

 The hands of compassionate Apostles of Hope  
are needed locally:  

  
  

Helping hands are needed  to do food shopping for 
our brothers and sisters who are homebound, or to 
simply make a “Friendly visit” to share the simple  

gift of time and conversation. 
Your assistance is needed, 

 once 
 every two weeks  

  
If you are interested in lending a helping hand, 
kindly contact Lynn Sisti-Parish Social Ministry 

Coordinator at  
631-584-5454 

  
Many thanks for your kindness and consideration. 

  

 

GOAL:  $12,000 

Since Father Patrick left Ghana in 
2014, work continues at a slow 
pace in an effort to place a roof 

atop an outstation church in 
Nahinso, Ghanna. 

It is our hope to assist in the effort 
of placing a roof upon this church 

to shelter all the faithful that 
gather in his name. 

 

So Far, SSPJ Parish Family has raised: 
$6,000! 

 
Come Join the Peace and Justice 
Ministry at their next meeting on:  

Wednesday, May 2nd, 2018 at 4:00pm 
in Parish Social Ministry Office 

 
If you are fluent in any foreign language, 

please call the  
Parish Social Ministry Office  

at 631-584-5454. 
We are doing a project for Pentecost and 

could use your help! 
Thank you! 



SSPJ  Parish Calendar For The Week of  April 29th 2018 

Sunday,   April 29th, 2018 
 
8:00am      SSPJ School Guild Dine Around Ticket Sale   School Lobby 
8:30am        RCIA                                                                     SSPJ Room 

10:00am    Children’s Liturgy                  School Multi-purpose Rm 
11:00am    Stained Glass Club                           Stained Glass Wksp 
7:00pm        AA Meeting                                           Philip & James Room 
 

Monday, April 30th, 2018 
 
5:00pm    Guild Dine Around                               Auditorium 
 
 

Tuesday,  May 1st, 2018:   
 
1:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group                       Prayer Room Church 
7:30pm   Chords of Faith Rehearsal                                  Choir Loft 
8:00pm   Boy Scout Leadership Meeting                           Monte Building 

Wednesday,  May 2nd, 2018: 
 
4:00pm  Peace & Justice Ministry Meeting                PSM Office 
7:00pm     Youth Ministry                                              Auditorium 
 

 Thursday, May 3rd, 2018: 
 
2:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration                               Church 
7:30pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal                              Choir Loft 
7:30pm   Pre-Baptism Class                           Philip & James Room 

Friday, May 4th, 2018: 
 
3:00pm   Stained Glass Club                                Stained Glass Wkshp 
7:00pm   AA Meeting                                         Philip & James Room 
8:00pm   First Friday Nocturnal  Adoration                 Church 

Saturday, May 5th, 2018: 
 
5:00pm   Children’s Liturgy of the Word                 Auditorium 
5:00pm  Guild Gala  Ticket Sale                          School Lobby 
 

Weekly Collection:  
Sunday April 22, 2018 

 
Sunday Collection: $11,498. 

Faith Direct:  $3,823 
Children’s Jug: $29. 

Total Collection: $15,350. 
Many thanks for your generous support of  

Sts. Philip & James Parish 

Our Altar Candles  
  

For the Week of  
April 29th, 2018 

  
Are Burning For, 

  

Florence Logan 
  

Our Mom and Nana  
“Big Nans” 

  
Miss you each and everyday... 

  
“Our Angel in Heaven  

And the outfield.” 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 at 7:00pm at 
St. Patrick’s Church in Smithtown 

Information:  Please call: 631-896-8331 

Silver Chords Young at Heart Free Concerts 
 

Sunday May 6th at 2pm 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
Brooksite drive, Smithtown, NY 

 
Sunday May 20th, at 2pm 
Mary Immaculate Church 

Browns Lane, Bellport 
 

Songs from Rent, Disney,  
Folk Songs and more! 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of April 29th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Saturday, April 28th, 2018   
8:00pm                   Steven Calasscibetta 

Sunday, April 29th , 2018 
8:00am                     For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
 
10:00am                   Margaret Olsen 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                                    Rev. Richard Hendel 
                                   Rev. Charles Guarino 
                                  Walter “Doc” Westhoff 
                                      Bill Morrissey 
                                    Beverly Carmen 
                                        Bruce Edgar 

Monday, April 30th, 2018~ 

7:30am         Muriel Totter 
 
9:15am                     Joseph Vignato 

Tuesday, May 1st, 2018 
7:30am         Ann Smith 
 
9:15am                      Grace Giannantonio 

Wednesday, May 2nd, 2018 
 
7:30am    Carol Granola 
9:15am                     William Seltzer 

Thursday, May 3rd, 2018 
 

7:30am     James Feltman 
9:15am                  Collective Mass: 
                             Rosemarie Sherow 
                             Thomas McDonough 

Friday,  May 4th, 2018 
 
7:30am     John Peters 
9:15am              Agnes Watson 

Saturday, May 5th, 2018 
 
9:15am     Patricia DeWeerdt 
5:00pm               Frederick Hnusiak 

Sunday, May 6th, 2018 
8:00am           For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
 
10:00am               Antoinette Schif 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                          Reverend Clarence Murphy 
                               Joseph Pelligrino 
                               Grace Pelligrino 
                              Corinne Sbarbaio 
                              William McMullan 

We Ask You to Remember Our Brothers & Sisters In your 
Prayers those who are ill... 

  
 

Anna Capizzio 
Angela Amoroso 

Angela Boccio McComb 
AnnMarie M. 

 Baby Mattia Lubrano 
Betty Schmidt 
Brett Dowling  

 Brennan Steinorth 
Bryan Van Colt 

Carole Hennessy 
Carol Walz   

Catherine Burseind 
Christel DeBlasio 

ChristopherTallarico 
Christina Meringolo 

Daisy Abruzzo 
David Shankles 

 Dawn Kopel  
Dylan Lauro 
Eileen Zink  

 Elinor Glasser 
Faith VanGostein 
Florence Donahue 

Gerard Duffy 
Ginny McAuley 

Greg 
Helen McDowell 
Hillary Boehme 
James Gietzen 

Jeanine EspositoTansey 
Josette Perconti 
Joseph Perconti 

Joe Alberigo 
John Bombace 
John Capizzio 

John Hernandez  
Julianne  

 Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin, 
Kylie Quigley 

Laura Andrucki & family 
Linda Sue 

 Louis Giordano 
Mark Montesano 
 Marie DelCiello, 

Marie Fabry 
Marie Loughlin 

Mary McDonough 
Michael LaVecchia 

Nancy Fornabia 
Pasquale Santoro 

Patricia Casey 
Patricia Fontana 
Patricia Monetti 
Paulette Agoglia 

Robin Graham Denis 
Raymond Fox  

Rosemary Morgan 
Sean Winters 

 Suzanne McCue 
 Terence Hobbes 

Teresa Orlik  
Terry Pace 

 Vivien Cordes  
 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS, USN                                  

CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN, JR.                                
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI (US ARMY) 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY, USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY, US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO, USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON,  

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA,USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER, USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT, USMC 

CORPORAL DANIEL P. STEELE, USMC 
SGT. CORY O’HARA USMC 

CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH, USN 
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 

JOHN VINCENT KNOBLOCH, USMC 
STEVEN CAVA, USN 
ERIC SEELIN, USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY, USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY, USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY, US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES, U.S.C.G. 
RICHARD MAIER, U.S.M.C. 

PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN, USARNG 
GLEN CRIMA-U.S. ARMY  

PFC. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA 
MARIO  CATANIA, USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO, U.S.M.C. 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS U.S.N. 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE U.S.M.C. 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, LT.COL.USAF 

We Pray for those Who Serve 

Safely Home…  We Remember, 
  

Norma A. Crevi 





 Please Help SSPJ School by: 
 

Clipping and donating  
BOX TOPS FOR 
EDUCATION! 

SSPJ school collects box tops year 
round.  

 
Please send in trimmed to size, not 
expired Box Tops for Education.  

Bonus Box Tops are also collected 
separately from regular box tops. 

 
Box tops  can be bagged in increments 

of 50 tops, into sandwich or snack 
sized zip locks bags. 

 
  Even if you may not have 50, just 

write amount on the bag! 
 

All box tops that meet the above 
criteria are greatly appreciated and 
can be brought to the Parish Center 

for delivery over to the school. 
 

Your kindness is greatly appreciated! 



PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  May 5th & 6th, 2018 

Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR   May 5th  & 6th, 2018 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 

5:00 PM   8:00 AM MASS 10:OO AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

G. Alfano K. Consenz B. Carey P. Agoglia 

I. Arevalo J. Giacalone H. Collins M. Laub 

R. Byrne W. VanGostein N. Locastro E. Sotomayer 

P. Damato G. Beisel P. Rizzo M. Hoonhout 

D. Doran L. Beisel M. Koke E. Law 

J. Duffy R. Doda, Sr. B. Luna M. McCreesh 

A. Dunn M. Dunn S. McKie M. Peykar 

D. Earl R. Fabian M. Morbillo P. Roman 

M. Fox C. Haff M. Sehne C. Rubano 

J. Primavera W. Haff C. Lombardi V. Rubano 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
5:00  PM  

Sunday, May 6, 2018 
8:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 
10:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 
12:00 MASS 

 Father Tom Haggerty Father Tom Haggerty Father Patrick Osei-Poku Msgr. Patrick Osei-Poku 

Deacon  Ron Deacon Ron Deacon John Deacon John 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR  May 5th & 6th, 2018 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 

5:00PM  MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

P. Bisel M. Russo B. Kieran N. Hoonhout 

C. Williams A. Willman J. Prew S. Santos 

J. Leber B. Willman M. Stephans E. Zeman 

M. Pappas K. Dobkowski A. Kaiser A. Peykar 

S. McCalvin S. Dobkowski N. Fazzini  

A    LECTOR SCHEDULE -FOR  May 5th & 6th, 2018 
Saturday, May 5, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 Sunday, May 6, 2018 

5:00PM MASS 
 

8:00 AM MASS 10:00AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

K. Smith P. Kanuika T. Cafaro A. Latino 

C. Burke C. Czujko J. Contrino M. D’Amelia 



Next Camps ‘R’ Us At SSPJ IS: 
 

Saturday, May 19th, 2018 From 12:00-3:00pm 

Summer Is Filled With FUN at Camps ‘R’ Us! 



 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

T H E  S H O R T C O M I N G S  O F  A  D I G I T AL  I M M I G R AN T  

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his 
website  www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Information technology and social media aren’t my mother tongue. I’m a digital immigrant. I wasn’t born into the world 
of information technology but migrated into it, piece-meal. I first lived in some foreign territories. 

I was nine years old before I lived with electricity. I had seen it before; but neither our home, our school, nor our 
neighbors had electricity. Electricity, when I first saw it, was a huge revelation. And while I grew up with radio, I was 
fourteen before our family got its first television set. Again, this was a revelation – and manna for my adolescent hunger 
for connection to the larger world. Electricity and television quickly became a mother tongue, one lit our home and 
other brought the big world into it. But the phone was still foreign. I was seventeen when I left home and our family had 
never had a phone.   

The phone wasn’t much to master, but it would be a goodly number of years before I mastered much in the brave new 
world of information technology: Computers, the internet, websites, mobile phones, smart phones, television and movie 
access through the internet, cloud storage, social media, virtual assistants, and the world of myriad apps. It’s been a 
journey!  I was thirty-eight when I first used a VCR, forty-two before I first owned a computer, fifty before I first 
accessed the web and used email, fifty-eight when I owned my first mobile phone, the same age when I first set up a 
website, sixty-two before I first texted, and sixty-five before I joined Facebook. With email, texting, and Facebook 
being all I can handle, I still do not have either an Instagram or Twitter account.  I’m the only person in my immediate 
religious community who still prays the office of the church out of a book rather than off a mobile device. 

I protest that paper has soul while digital devices do not. The responses I get are not particularly sympathetic. But it’s 
for reasons of soul that I much prefer to have a book in my hand than a kindle device. I’m not against information 
technology; mainly it’s just that I’m not very good at it. I struggle with the language. It’s hard to master a new language 
as an adult and I envy the young who can speak this language well. 

What’s to be said about the revolution in information technology? Is it good or bad? 

Obviously, it has many positives: It’s making us the most informed people ever in the history of this world. Information 
is power and the internet and social media have leveled the playing field in terms of access to information and this is 
serving well the developing nations in the world. Moreover it’s creating one global village out of the whole world. We 
now know all of our neighbors, not just those who live nearby. We’re the best-informed and best-connected people ever. 

But all of this also has a pejorative underbelly: We talk to each other less than we text each other. We have many virtual 
friends but not always many real friends. We watch nature on a screen more than we ever physically touch it. We spend 
more time looking at device in our hands than actually engaging others face to face. I walk through an airport or 
basically any other public space and I see the majority of people staring at their phones. Is this a good thing? Does it 
foster for friendship and community or is it their substitute? It’s too early to tell. The initial generations who lived 
through the industrial revolution did not have any way of knowing what the effects of this would be long-range. The 
technological revolution, I believe, is just as radical as the industrial revolution and we are its initial generation. At this 
time we have no way of knowing where this will ultimately take us, for good or bad. 

But one negative that seems already evident is that the revolution within information technology we are living through 
is destroying the few remaining remnants we still retain in terms of keeping “Sabbath” in our lives. The 13th century 
mystic, Rumi, once lamented: “I have lived too long where I can be reached.” That’s infinitely truer of us today than it 
was for those living in the 13th century. Thanks to the electronic devices we carry around with us we can be reached all 
the time – and, too often, let ourselves be reached all time. The result is that now we no longer have any time apart from 
what we regularly do. Our family times, our recreational times, our vacation periods, and even our prayer times are 
constantly rendered regular time by our “being reached”. My fear is that while we are going to be the most informed 
people ever we may well end up the least contemplative people ever. 

But I’m an outsider on this, a digital immigrant. I need to bow to the judgments of those who speak this language as 
their mother tongue. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

