
 

T he priests, deacons and staff of Saints Philip and James invite you          
to join us in fervent prayer that all who come to celebrate these special days 
with us this Christmas will experience the welcome and acceptance of Godõs 
unconditional love. In Christmas we see that God has chosen to love us,              
not from some infinite distance far away, but to enter our world, busy and 
cluttered and hectic as it is, to embrace us as we are. He brings us peace for He 
is Prince of Peace. Pray with us that every single person who enters our 
Church these days may experience that peace and acceptance ð whether the 
regular Church attendee, the seasonal visitor, those who are home from 
school, those who are visiting us for the first time ð that all may come to open 
their hearts to the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  
 

 ï The Pastoral Team of Saints Philip and James 

DECEMBER 20, 2009 
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Celebrating the Sacraments 
 

 

Baptism:  Formal entry into our community of faith is 

celebrated for babies and small children almost every 

Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm.  In order to participate in 

this celebration, the parents must register at the Pastoral 

Center for our pre-baptism program. 

     Older teenagers and adults are prepared for entry into 

the Catholic community through the RCIA process.  

Please call the  Pastoral Center for further details. 
 

 

Confirmation:   Children in the eighth grade are        

prepared to celebrate this Sacrament through programs 

of the Catholic school or the Religious Education       

Office.  Older people can prepare for this important  

Sacrament through the RCIA process which can be    

explained at the Pastoral Center. 
 

 

Eucharist:  Coming together to celebrate the Mass is the 

center of our communityôs life.  The times for these 

weekly and daily celebrations are listed on the front of 

the bulletin. 
 

 

Reconciliation (confession, penance):  Saturdays from 

4:00 pm-5:00 pm in the Church and at any time in the    

Pastoral Center with a priest. 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  In the case of a serious,         

unexpected illness, please contact the Pastoral Center at 

any time of the day or night to arrange for a priest to 

pray with the person who is sick.   

     For those about to enter the hospital, we also cele-

brate this Sacrament after the 9:15 am mass on Saturday 

morning. 
 

 

Matrimony:   Couples planning to marry should contact 

a priest or deacon before you visit a reception hall and at 

least nine months before your proposed wedding date.  

Either the bride or the groom must be a registered  mem-

ber of this parish.  Call the Pastoral Center for    further 

details. 
 

 

Holy Orders:  Because we recognize the extreme    

shortage of priests today, we commit ourselves to    

praying regularly to the Holy Spirit for new vocations 

among the young men of our parish. 

 

The Time, Talent and Treasure 

of the parishioners in this parish  

community are coordinated by  

the following people: 
 

Clergy 
Reverend Anthony Stanganelli, Pastor 

Reverend Edward Koch, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend James Maltese (in residence) 

Deacon Ronald Blasius 

Deacon Robert Heschl 

Deacon John Keenan 

Deacon V. Anthony Maggipinto 

Deacon Kenneth Maher 

Deacon Gerard Reda 

 

Areas of Parish Life 
 

 

Liturgy and Spirituality  

Mrs.  Margaret Adams, Director of Music 

Mrs. Annette Mullaney, Childrenôs Choir Director 

Mrs. Lucille Weidner, Sacristan 
 

Faith Formation of Children and Youth 
Mr. Anthony Giordano, Principal of our Parish School 

Mrs. Rosemary Downey, School Secretary 

Ms. Lorraine Cortina, Coordinator of Religious Education 

Mrs. Charlotte Czujko, Communion Coordinator 

Mrs. Patricia Kaleita, Administrator of Religious Education 

Mrs. Suzanne Fitzgibbon, Secretary of Religious Education 
Mr. Frank Brancaccio, Youth Minister 

 

Faith Formation of Adults 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Reverend Anthony Stanganelli 

 

Outreach to the Poor and Needy 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wittish, SFO 

Coordinator of Parishôs Social Ministries 
 

Parish Administration  
Mrs. Marianne Koke, Parish Trustee 

Mr. Michael  Hegarty, Parish Trustee 

Mrs. Noel Rannazzisi, President of the Pastoral Council 

Mrs. Linda M. Kushins, Parish Communications 

Mrs. Elizabeth Law, Receptionist 

Mrs. Theresa Ellner, Receptionist 

Mrs. Linda Jackson, Stewardship 

Mrs. Maureen Gunderson, Bookkeeper 
 

Parish Council Members 

Phil Calderone 

Bryan Gill 

Pamela Keane 

Toni Lamberti 

Terri Pace 

Noel Rannazzisi 

Robert Remhild 

Jennie Smaldino 

Roger Urce 

Lucille Weidner 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
For Week of DECEMBER 20, 2009 

PARISH CALENDAR 
For Week DECEMBER 21, 2009 

SUNDAY, December 20 2009 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   For the People of the Parish 

9:00am      Henry Wicks 

10:30am         Josephine Stincone 

12:00Noon Collective Mass: 

  Yuknis & LoPresti Families 

  JoAnn Kuri 

  Thomas Rozzi 

  Paul Arelli 

  Amedeo Caligiuri 

  Dominick Caponegro 

 

MONDAY, December 21. 2009 

7:30am  Margaret M. OôDonnell 

9:15am  Shirley Houghton 

 

TUESDAY, December 22, 2009 

7:30am  Stephen Hayes 

9:15am       Steve Rannazzisi, Sr. (living) 

 

 WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2009 

7:30am  Dominick Caponegro 

9:15am  Virginia Godberson 

 

THURSDAY, December 24, 2009 

Vigil of Our Lordôs Nativity/Christmas Eve 

 

SEE SCHEDULE ON PG. 8 

 

FRIDAY, December 25, 2009 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD/CHRISTMAS  

7:30am  Christmas Novena 

9:15am  See schedule on pg. 8 

 

SATURDAY, December 26,  2009 

St. Stephen, first martyr 
9:15am  Christmas Novena 

5:00pm  Jackie Sangemino 
 

SUNDAY, December 27, 2009 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

7:30am   For the people of the parish 

9:00am      Christmas Novena 

10:30am      Frank & Marilyn Mooney - 

  (50th Wedding Anniversary) 

Noon    Collective Mass: 

  Phillip L. Giarraputo, Sr. 

  John DôAngelo 

  Gregoria Diaz 

  Anna Gualtieri 

  Frank Sialiano 

  Timothy Duffy 

MONDAY, December 21,  2009 

3:00pm  Cub Scout Meeting (LaRocca) Chapel Basement 

7:00pm  REO Gr. 8   Pastoral Center 

7:30pm  Menôs Forum   Chapel  

7:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group Chapel Office 

 

TUESDAY, December 22, 2009 

4:30pm  REO Grade 6   Pastoral Center 

6:00pm  Youth Ministry Band Practice Chapel 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 23,  2009 

9:45am  Centering Prayer  Chapel Office 

7:00pm  Youth Ministry    Chapel 
 

THURSDAY, December 24,  2009 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

2:00pm  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  Church 
 

FRIDAY, December 25,  2009 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
 

SATURDAY, December 26, 2009 

NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED  
 

 

SUNDAY, December 27, 2009 

7:00pm  AA Meeting   Chapel 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Collections: 
Collection for weekend of December 13, 2009 

 

This Year: $22,049. 

 

 Last Year:  $21,092. 

 

Childrenôs Stewardship: $155. 

 

Minimum weekly collection to maintain  

and operate our Parish Buildings,   

Ministries and Programs,  

including salaries: $20,200. 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 27th ~ HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

LECTORS SCHEDULE ~ DECEMBER 27,  2009 ~ HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

 

SATURDAY 

5:00PM 

SUNDAY 

7:30AM 

SUNDAY 

9:00AM 

SUNDAY 

10:30AM 

SUNDAY 

12NOON 
 

JACK  

DUFFY 

LINDA  

HALLUSKA  

MATT  

DEMEO 

 

ANTHONY  

FOSTER 

PHILIP  

ERICKSON 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE DECEMBER 27TH ~ HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

SAT.  5:00PM 
 

SUN. 7:30AM SUN. 9:00AM SUN.10:30AM SUN. 12:00  NOON 
 

D. DORAN  
J. DUFFY 
J. DUFFY 
A. DUNN  
A. FLEMING  
M. FOX 
R. HEGARTY 
H. KEENAN  
J. KIRDAHY 
M. LATINO*  

M. FAZIO  
J. HARVEY 
J. IADANZA  
A. KEENAN  
L. KENNEY  
M. KENNEY*  
P. MARTIN  
W. OõBRIEN 
E. SMITH 
P. VAN GOSTEIN 

J. SMALDINO  
H. AUSTIN  
K. RAPP 
C. SPAIENZA 
D. SHARKEY 
L. SOTO 
M. SPINO 
J. VALENTE 
C. ZITO 
G. ZITO 

M. GUIDA  
J. GUIDA 
R. REMHILD  
L. SISTI 
J. SCOTT 
T. SULLIVAN  
B. SWEENEY* 
J. SWEENEY 
M. TANGEL  
G. AMEN  

L. DATTOMA  
E. LAW 
M. LEBRUN 
M. NICHOLAS*  
F. ROMANELLI  
R. ROMANELLI  
T. PACE 
R. PEDERSON 
T. SPELLMAN, JR. 
E. WALSH 

SATURDAY 
5:00PM 

SUNDAY  
 7:30AM 

SUNDAY  
 9:00AM 

SUNDAY  
10:30AM 

SUNDAY  
12:00 NOON 

     

 
The Pro-Life Rose is dedicated  

to all the Service Men and Women  
who are away from home and their 
loved ones this Christmas Season. 

May God bless  
& Protect them!  

 

If you are interested in dedicating a Pro-life Rose, please contact:  

Linda Kushins at the Rectory ~ Pro-life Rose donation: $15.00 

December 20,  2009 

Pro-Life Rose YEAR OF THE PRIESTHOOD 
(PLEASE PRAY FOR PRIESTS) 

 
Dear Lord, 

We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap 
her mantle around your priests and 
through her intercession strengthen 

them for their ministry.  We pray that 
Mary will guide your priests to follow 
her own words, òDo whatever He tells 
youó (Jn2:5).  May your priests have the 
heart of St. Joseph, Maryõs most chaste spouse.  May the 

Blessed Motherõs own pierced heart inspire them to embrace 
all who suffer at the foot of the Cross.  May your priests be 
holy, filled with the fire of your love seeking nothing but 

your greater glory and the salvation of souls. 
                                   Amen 

St. John, Vianney, Cure of Ars 
Patron Saint of Parish Priests 

Pray for us. 

NOT AVAILABLE  
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SSPJ MENôS FORUM 

Monday,  

December 21ï 7:30pm 

SSPJ CHAPEL 

CHRISTMAS  
A Journey of Deep Love 

 

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  
PLEASE JOIN US 

(If you have a loved one who is ill, please call the Pastoral Center and let us know. We will place the name onto our prayer list. 

 The names will remain on the list for the one month.  A new list begins the first of every month.   

 If you would like the names reinstated for the next month, please call the Rectory.) 

 

William Brennan 

Francis P. Savitino 

Kimberly Mcue 

Rosalie Nuti 

Denise Ramaikas 

Anthony Ruggiero 

Karen McCambridge 

Walter Schnell 

Connie Farrell 

Sean Elliott 

Sophia Cyganowski 

Felicia Kolozenski 

Evelyn Derrickson 

Joann Stanzzuk 

Raphael Bein 

Florence Parker 

Gregory Parker 

Sr. Joan 

Jeanne OôBrien 

Ralph Pepe 

Dorothy Collins 

Theresa Orlando 

William Brennan 

Francis P. Savitino 

Kimberly McCue 

Denise Ramaikas 

Anthony Ruggiero 

Karen McCambridge 

Kathy Kelly 

Jennifer Rand 

Alice Kucmeroski 

June Rennert 

Timothy Murray 

Margaret Rocha 

Eleanor Eckert 

Joan Sparacino 

Evelyn Sgobbo 

Sandee Wells 

Rita Weidner Faure 

Evelyn Derrickson 

Lois Lemmo 

Francis Murry 

Francis P. Sabatino 

Angelo Yopp 

Robert Leone 

 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD,  

THE RECTORY OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED:  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24TH &  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25TH  

WISHING YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS!  

 
 

Rosalie Nuti 
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THE PASTORõS REFLECTION 

Reflection by Father Tony 
 

Raise the Spirit. . . Give some praise! 
 

The members of our Pastoral Council at our last meeting were discussing how we can improve engagement among the 

members of Saints Philip and James Parish. One of the unique gifts of our parish is that we are a people who offer words 

of kindness to those who are in need of encouragement (see last weekôs bulletin). Many members of the council shared 

personal anecdotes about situations in their life when members of this parish came to them to offer expressions of care 

and concern bringing them hope in their time of need. We will surely grow as a parish if we were to take this special 

grace-gift and apply it consistently in our dealings with one another. To this end, one of our council members came up 

with the slogan: Raise the Spirit. ..  Give some praise! 
 

Raise the Spirit. . . give some praise! This is at the heart of the gospel message, most particularly todayôs gospel of 

Maryôs visitation to Elizabeth. Today we hear the familiar story of Mary, journeying through the countryside to meet 

with her kinswoman Elizabeth. They are both with child, having both received life through an extraordinary intervention 

on the part of God. As marvelous as are the circumstances that surround their pregnancies, there would also be cause for 

concern. Elizabeth is advanced in years. . .will she even survive childbirth? Mary is engaged to a man who is not father 

to the child she bears. Will Joseph understand and receive her into his home? These two women meet, and the encounter 

itself might have been the occasion for sharing negativity, fears, doubts, concerns (dare we say kvetching?). But instead 

of kvetching, the gospel records an encounter of two women, sharing in the joy of the moment, praising God for this un-

expected turn of events in their life. Not only is their praise of God, but these two women praise each another for the 

evidence of faith and trust in God that they perceive in one another. ñBlessed is she who trusted that the Lordôs words to 

her would be fulfilled.ò  
 

The beauty of todayôs gospel is that portrays a simple encounter of mutual love and support, an encounter where even 

the unborn child leaps for joy in his motherôs womb. Mary, for her part, could have remained at home and each of these 

women could have entered into the whirlwind of racing thoughts, obsessing over an unknown future. But Mary decided 

to make the journey ñin hasteò to be with her kinswoman and, in being present to one another, together they witness the 

miracles that God was working in each otherôs life. This is the beginning of the Church ï not just the moment when in-

dividuals say ñyesò to the plan of God, but when those same individuals now become a community of faith, praising 

God, and lifting up one anotherôs spirits. 
 

Raise the Spirit. . .give some praise.  We do our own fair amount of kvetching, complaining about the various circum-

stances of our life, the situations which surprised us, derailed us, moved us outside of our comfort zone. At times we can 

be most critical of the institutions which have disappointed us in the past ï our jobs, our government or even the Church 

itself. Complaining keeps us waist-deep in the mire of negativity which eventually will obscure our ability to see any-

thing good in life. However, untwist, for a moment what drives our whining spirit. We are looking for heaven, and no 

reality on earth can possibly measure up to our expectations. But rather than remain in our negative condemnation of all 

that is, we can help one another see the signs of the inbreaking of the Kingdom. In coming together, we can help one 

another see how good it is for us to be here together, at this time in our life. We can praise one another and thank one 

another for the goodness of heart, the Christ-presence we perceive in each other. Where two or more are gathered, Jesus 

is present. Mary and Elizabeth experienced this, and so can we when we gather to raise one anotherôs spirits. 
 

Raise the Spirit ï give some praise. Our Pastoral Council challenges me to be a little less stingy with my praise, most 

especially when I see the people who are co-ministering with me in this parish, pouring out their heart and soul in foster-

ing life in this community. I do see evidence of Godôs gifts, being used in a wonderful way at this time in our history. As 

I enter into the season of Christmas, the season of Godôs greatest gift, the incarnation of his Son into our world, I must 

praise our God for the continued manifestations of his love, the incarnations of divine life I consistently witness in the 

work, the ministering, that takes place here day in and day out. My new yearôs resolution is to offer praise to the people 

whom I would otherwise take for granted ïto offer praise to the good people whose faith in God buoys my own journey 

of faith.  
 

Let us together take up the mission: Raise the Spirit. . .  Give some praise! Amen! 
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